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¢ Attentive’’ passed into the White Sea, and
co-operated with the Russian-Allied forces on
its western shores during the month of July
until they were firmly established as far down
the line as Soroka. The damage done to the
railway line to the south of Soroka by the
retreating Red troops had already caused much
distress, and prevented refugees returning to
their homes and fishermen from travelling
North for the season’s fishing. Under the
direction of the Captain of ‘‘ Attentive,’”’
shipping in the White Sea was commandeered
and diverted as necessary to assist in reaching

- their destinations the large number of people
who wauld otherwise have been homeless and
destitute. Soroka, which was in the hands of
the Bolsheviks until the arrival of ‘‘ Atten-
tive,”’ was secured by a Naval detachment
from that ship on 7th July. A junction was
subsequently effected with the Military forces
at Kem. -

It will also be recalled that in view of the
attitude of the local Government at Arch-
angel it was decided to postpone sending a ship
until additional troops were available 1o
cccupy the town. By the end of July these
troops had arrived, and °‘ Attentive’’ and
H.M. Seaplane Carrier ‘‘ Nairana’’ (Com-
mander C. F. R. Cowan, R.N.) were recalled
to Murmansk from the White Sea to prepare
for the expedition to .Archangel. The
‘‘ Nairana’’ had joined ‘‘ Attentive’’ soon
after the latter ship’s arrival at Soroka, and
the seaplanes had already performed most use-
ful service in that vicinity.

The situation in Archangel developed un-
expectedly, and necessitated the early despatch
of the “ Attentive ’’ and ‘‘ Nairana,”’ together
with the French cruiser ‘‘ Amiral Aube,” to
secure the approaches to the port and support
an anti-Bolshevik rising. The ‘¢ Amiral
Aube *’ having been delayed on passage, the

attack on the fort of Modyuski Island and re-.

duction of the defences there was accomplished
by the guns of ‘“ Attentive”’ and bombs from
‘“ Nairana’s’’ seaplanes.  Fremch troops
embarked in these two ships were subsequently
landed for the occupation of the island, and on
the 2nd August, 1918, the ships entered Arch-
angel without further resistance. The follow-
ing day the troopships arrived and the Allied

occupation was secured.

It was this which initiated our obligatious on
the Archangel front, and in order to secure
further the approaches to the port, operations,
details of which are described in the report of
the Senior Naval Officer (Captain E. Altham,
R.N.) had to be undertzaker up the Diwina
River. H.M. ships ‘‘ Attentive,’”” ‘‘ Glory
IV.”” (ex-Russian cruiser ‘‘ Askold ”’) and the
French cruiser ¢ Amiral Aube,’”  were at
Archangel. H.M. Monitor ‘‘ M.23 *’ (Lieu-
tenant-Commander St. A. O. St. John,
R.N.) was detached for service in the
White Sea to assist in the occupation of Onega,
and with ‘“ Nairana >’ co-operated with the
forces on the west coast of the White Sea in
the vicinities of Kem and Soroka.

Before the closing of the White Sea for the
winter «f 1918/19 the ‘° Attentive '’ and
‘“ Nairana ’’ were withdrawn and sent home.
Monitors ‘“ M.23 *’ and ‘“ M.25’’ (Lisutenant-
Commander S. W. B. Green, D.S.0., R.N.)
were laid up at Archangel for the winter. My
vredscessor (Rear-Admiral T. W. Kemp,
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C.B,, C.M.G., C.I.E.), having represented the
necessity for a stronger river flotilla in the
spring of the following year, the large river
gunboats  ‘‘ Glowworm,”’  “ Cockchafer,”’
““ Cicala,”” and ‘* Cricket,’’ which were then in
home waters, were despatched in time to arrive
at Archangel before that port closed. They
were laid up for the winter, and their crews,
together with those of the two monitors, were
accommodated in barracks ashore.

During the winter months a small Russian-
Allied force was raised at Archangel, under
the command of Lieutenant-Commander H. E.
Rendall, D.S.0., R.N., and subsequently pro-
vided a useful personnel for manning flotilla
auxiliaries.

H.M.S. ¢ Cochrane ’’ had arrived at Mur-
mansk on Tth March, 1918. Whilst at
Murmansk 50 Royal! Marines were landed to
assist in defending the place. On 2nd May
she proceeded to Pechenga, and there landed a
Naval Brigade of 100 seamen and 50 Royal
Marines, to prevent its occupation by White
Finns, who were being supported by Germany.

On 11th and 12th May actions took place
between ‘‘ Cochrane’s-’’ Brigade and a force of
‘“ White ”’ Finns, which latter were finally
beaten off and retired across the frontier.
More seamen were subsequently landed,
together with Royal Marine reinforcements
from ¢‘ Glory,”’ altogether a total force of
about 350 men being maintained.

This force was finally relieved by the Mili-
tary on 29th September.

‘“ Cochrane ”’ left Pechenga for Murmansk
to turn over to ‘“ Glory IV.’’ on 1lst November,
and left Murmansk for HEngland on 3rd
November.

3. My instructions were bo assisb the Military
with all available resources at my disposal.

On my arrival at Murmansk on 13th Novem-
ber, 1918, the following were the Naval forces
under my orders:—

At Archangel.

Monitors : — M.23,’” * M.25.”

River Gunboats:— ¢ Cricket,’’ ¢ Cicala,’’
‘“ Glowworm,’” and ‘‘ Cockchafer.”

(Laid up and frozen in for the winter.)

French Cruiser ‘‘ Gueydon’’ (Capitaine de
Vaisseau J. E. Hallier, C.M.G.), which was
relieved in July by French Cruiser
‘“ Condé *’ (Capitaine de Vaisseau J. R.
Lequerré), the latter remaining till final
evacuation.

A4t Murmansk. .

H.M.8. “ Glory ” (Captain G. Hopwood,
C.B.E., R.N., who was invalided and
relieved by Captain J. ¥. Warton, C.M.G.,
C.B.E,, R.N,, in April, 1919).

‘““Glory IV.,” late Russian Cruiser
‘“ Askold *’ (Captain (actg.) A. W. Lowis.
R.N.), returned to England in April, 1919,

“ Sviatogor > and ‘' Alexander,”
breakers ; and various Drifters and Trawlers.

These vessels were reinforced during
summer of 1919 by H.M.S. *“ Cyclops,”
Repair Ship (Captain A. C. Bruce, D.8.0.,
R.N.); H.M.8. “ Fox,”” (Captain E.
Altham, R.N.) (8.N,0., River Ex-
‘peditionary Force); Hospital Ship ‘‘ Garth
Castle ”’; H.M.S. *‘ Nairana,”” Seaplane
Carrier (Commander H. R. G. Moore,



