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3 These 1n01ude —_—

1. Oprarataoms on: ohe Euphrates: abave Hit.
2. Operations. against the- "Surchi - and
; Zlbau Kurnds in the provvmce of Mosul.

. ° 3. Minor aeraplane action: agams’u a, recal -
citgant tribe.on the Lower Euphrat.e& in the
Nlca]:uhy of Samawah.

4. Operations near Monsul and. on the
Baghdad-Mosul T... of-C:
~ 5. Events in N.W. Pera.

Each of these is descrlbed in a’ separafoe
section.’

4. In éubmlttang thls bnetf de&patch I wish .

to bring to notice-the admirable work of the
troops and of the RiyA.F. under. extremely
arduous conditions, varying from the snow and
rain of winter to the intense heat of a Meso-
‘potaanian sumier.  They cheerfully responided
‘torall callson thiem; and these:not infrequeintly
‘had to be made when climatic- conditions were
_«ab the worst. Despite this, the gemeral health
“was surprisingly good. The light armoured’
mmoter cars, which were handled with dash and
‘initiative, frequently proved a most distuibing
factor to the Arabs. The transpoit was
:always-hard: worked, for the most part over
"reads which aie anly roads in name, and in
Hpate of all dlfﬁcultles a most efﬁcueunb s«ervwe
was maintained.

Tt would be 1nv1d10rus to smglei 04ut par’mcular '
services and departments; and I am- fortunate
in "being able to reporti that ome and all,
together with Conimanders and. Staffs,”did not
spare themselves to bring then operations to a
sttceessful conclusion.

5. I propose shortly to submit for considera- |-

tion a iiEt of the names of those whose servmes
deserve recogmtlon *
T have the ho»nonur to. be,
Sir, .
Your obedient Servant, -

A. HALDANE,
Lieutenant-General,
Commanding-in-Chief,
Mesopotamian Expeditionary Farce »

1.—REPORT ON THE OPERATIONS ON THE
- EvuparaTES aBOVE HiIT.
‘1. The series of operations on this part of the
Euphrates began in December, 1919, when-one,
Ramadhan Shalash, occupied Deir-ez-Zor.

“His action was repudlated by the Arab Govern- .

ment, who, however, - retained the town in

accordance with a decision which had previously

_been reached by His Majesty’s Government,
and a provisional boundary was fixed on the
line of the Khabur and continued south-west-
ward across the Euphrates. In January,
Ramadhan Shalash and his followers dttacked
Albu Kemal, but were repulsed, and withdrew.
Qur advanced troops then occupied Salahiyah,
which 1s about. midway between Albu Kemal

~and Meyaddin, the latter place being on the

_provisional boundary and held by the ‘Arabs.

2. About the 15th Janwary Mauluj. Pasha
assumed the Governorship
Anti-British propaganda from the Syrian sideé

of the provisional bouridary did not, however, -

" diminish, and Maulud Pasha clalmed that the
true b@undary should be at the Wadi Hauran,
180 miles down stream: from, Albu Kemal.

3. The.tribes. on the Mesopotamian side of
. ‘the. fromtier, assisted by’ others. from: bexyond
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the border now attempted to make our otcu-
pation .of . “Albu Kemal ‘and Salahiyah impos-
sible by cutting the long expiosed line of com-
munications from railhead at-Fallujah through
-Ramadi, Hit. arid Anah.’ A: series of atbacks
was . made on convoys -on the l4th F'ebruary,
and on'the 1st; 5th and Tth March.

On then first” of these’ days a debect'mmed
abtack was made by some 400 Arabs on three
platoons of the 126th Baluchistan “Infantry.
After severe ﬁghmng the Arabs weré driven off
with  the :loss to our detachmenti of ‘thirty
casualties, including ohe British 'and ‘one
‘Indian Officer killed, while the Arabs are re-
ported to luaveu losnt 34 killed and many
wovunded ' '

On the otcasion -of such a’otacks whlch
aver 1n1’01av’oed by raiding bands of varymg mze,
the temptation to the villagers in the vicinity
to join in with the prospect of loot genmerally
proves irresistible, and the numbers of the
attackers gwell rarpldly T
© 5. On the 16th February, the cmnps impli-

‘cated in the attack of thie 14th were visited by

a mobile columin and destroyed, ‘the Arabs

withdrawing before our Cavalry.

6. On the 1st March, threre tro»ops of
Cavalry, with four Ford, Vans. carrying Infan-
try with machine guns, escorted a party. sent
out to repair the telegraph line which had been
cub, Near. . Nahiyah, .. half-way between
Alqaim and Anah they were attacked by 300
Arabs, losing one British Officer killed a,nd
two Indian other ranks wounded.

The attackers. were beat.en oﬁ w1nth con-
siderable loss. )
7. On-the 3xd V[aroh a Oamel co-nvoy “re-

_turning. from ‘Salahiyah to .Albu Kemal was

attacked by 300 to 400 tribesmen. .A heavy
storm, rendered the road impassable, and.the
convoy had to return to Salahiyah. W hile this
operation was in progress the . escort was
attacked in force,. but drove off the assailants

. with the loss of .one British Officer, ten. Indmns

killed and three Indians wounded. ,

8.0On the 7th March, the same OOnvoy
again left Salahiyah, a mobile -colummn:- of - the
10th Tancers having moved.during- the night.
to a concealed “position - near. the scene of -the

. adtion of the 5th. The convoy was attacked

and “the concealed squadrons coming - into
action . surprised ' thel -attackers and inflicted
heéavy losses on the Arabs, who left 60 dead on
the field, while many more were- reported. to
have _baan wounded. Our losses .were one
British Officer and six Indians killed;. two
Indian Officers and twelve Ind1a11 other Tanks
wounded .
~'Thé result of bh1s action wasg seen ‘in .the
temspo»rary cessation of attacks on convoys.
Measures of veprisal -were, however, taken
during the following month against the tribes
known to have belen eoncerned in the attacks,
and the tribesmen were driven off their ﬁelds
with the result that all tribal Sheikhs except
those of one smaJl section came in and
accepted terms. ~ Thess terms included the
payment of a ‘security for future good be-
haviour and a fine of rifles and money or grain
in regpect of past offences. Operations to pre-
vent.the resumption of agricultural work were -
continued against the section whiéh “Had not
submitbed. “These were continued until the
loss inflicted wpon thelm ‘by. the damage to their
crops had exceeded the proporblon of ‘security




