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Whitehall, January 21, 1986,

On Monday night the twentieth of January
instant, at five minutes to twelve o’clock, our
late Most Gracious Sovereign King George
the Fifth expired at Sandringham in the
seventy-first year of His age, and the twenty-
sixth of His Reign. This event has caused one
| universal feeling of regret and sorrow to His
late Majesty’s faithful and attached Subjects,
to whom He was endeared by the deep interest
in their welfare which He invarjably mani-
fested, as well as by the eminent and impressive
virtues which ilkustratéd and adorned His
character. )

Upon the intimation of this distressing
event the Lords "of the Privy Council
assembled this day at St. James’s Palace, and
gave orders for proclaiming His present
Majesty, Who made a most Gracious Declara-
tion to them.

Whereas it hath pleased Almighty God to
call to His Mercy our late Sovereign Lord
King George the Fifth, of Blessed and Glorious
Memory, by whose Decease the Imperial
Crown of Great Britain, Ireland and all other
His late Majesty’s Dominions is solely and
rightfully come te the “High and Mighty
Prince Edward Albert OChristian George
Andrew Patrick David; We, therefore, the
Lords Spiritual-and Temporal of this Realm,
being here assisted with these of His late
Majesty’s Privy Council,” with Numbers of
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: other Principai Gentlémen of Quality, with

the Lord M'a.ydr, Aldermen, and Citizens of
London, do now hereby with one Voice and
Consent of Tongue and ' Heart, publish and
proclaim, That the High and- Mighty Prince
Edward Albert Christian George Andrew
Patrick David, is now, by the Death of our late
Sovereign of happy Memory, bécome our only
lawful and rightful Liege Lord Edward the
Eighth, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain,
Ireland and -the British Dominions beyond
the Seas XKing, Defender of the Faith,
Emperor of India: To whom we do acknow-
ledge all Faith and constant Obedience, with
all hearty and humble Affection; besesching
God, by whom Kings and Queeris do reign, to
bless the Royal Prince Edward the Eighth
with long and happy Years to reign over us.

Given at 8St.  James’s K Palace this
twenty-first day of January, in the
year of our Lord One thousand nine
hundred and thirty-six..
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