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CENTRAf, CHANCERY OF THE ORDER

= 'OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St.” ]ame.é's Palace, S.W. 1,
" 8th October, 1940.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
give orders for the undermentioned appoint-
ments to the Fourth and Fifth Classes of the
Most * Excellent ‘Order of the- British. Empire,
for the following Awards of the.Meddl of the
said Most Excellent Order, for Meritorious Ser-
vice, and for the publication in the London
Gazette of the names of personnel of the Mer-
chant Navy specially shown as having received
an expression of. commendatiori. for their good
services. : .

To be an Additional Officer of the Civil Division
of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire: — . S

Captain 'Alfred George. Edwaid Short, Master,
Petroleiim

m/v ‘ Alexia ”’. (Anglo-Saxon
Company, Ltd., London): " .

To be an additional Member of the Civil Divi-
sion of the Most Excellent Order
British Empire : —

George McDonald .. Dickson, Esq., ~ Third

+Engineer, . m/v." ““'Aléxia '’ (Anglo-Saxon

» Petrgleum« Company;, Ltd., London).

of the

Commended : —

Martin Stanislans O’Hanlon, mfv
Esq., Radio Officer  Alexia ™’
Herbert Frank Thacker, Esq., | (Anglo-Saxon
Fifth Engineer Petroleum
William Davis Emrys Thomas, Company
Esq., Apprentice Ltd.,
P.O. Barrance, Gunner London)

M/V ** Alexia "’ was torpedoed in convoy
and took an immediate list to port with a
large hole blown in her side, just above the.
water-line, and with four tanks badly
buckled. The Master opened the valves, and,
though she had sunk four feet from the in-
take of water, he kept his ship on an even
keel. The enemy, a submarine, then opened
fire, ‘“ Alexia’s’ steering gear jammed but
the gunner, finding he thus could not bring
the 4-inch gun to bear, manned the r12-
pounder at the Master’s order and; in spite
of the first round bursting just outside the
gun, fired two more rounds, regardless
of the fact that the ship was _being
repeatedly hit by enemy fire whilé he was in
.an entirely unprotected position. After his
third round, "the submarine submerged.
“ Alexia ”* was later sighted by a British
‘aircraft and next morning was met by tugs.
The Master, his Third Engineer and the four
other members of the party who by their
pluck, determination and entire disregard of
danger, undoubtedly saved their ship, acted

throughout with a great devotion to duty.



