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The KING has been graciously pleased to
approve of the posthumous award of the-
Victoria Cross to the undermentioned: —
Subadar Richpal Ram, 6th Rajputana Rifles,

Indian Army.
During the assault on enemy positions in

front of Keren, Eritrea, on the night of 7-8th
February, 1941, Subadar Richpal Ram, who
was second-in-command of a leading .com-
pany, insisted on accompanying the forward
platoon and led its attack on the first
objective with great dash and gallantry. His
.company commander being then wounded,
he assumed command of the company, and
led the attack of the remaining two platoons
to the final objective. In face of heavy fire,
some thirty men with this officer at their head
rushed the objective with the. bayonet and
captured it. The party was completely
isolated, but under the inspiring leadership of
Subadar Richpal Ram, it .beat back six
enemy counter-attacks between midnight and
0430 hours. By now, ammunition had run
out, and this officer extricated his command
and fought his way back to his battalion with
a handful of survivors through the surround-
ing enemy.

Again, in the attack on the same position
on I2th February, this officer led the attack
of his company. He pressed on fearlessly
and determinedly in the face of heavy and
accurate fire, and by his personal example
inspired his company with his resolute spirit

until his right foot was blown off. He then
suffered further wounds from which he died.
While lying wounded he continued to wave
his men on, and his final words were " We'll
capture the objective ".

The heroism, determination and devotion
to duty shown by this officer were beyond
praise, and provided an inspiration to all
who saw him.

No. NX 15705 Corporal John Hurst
Edmondson, Australian Military Forces.

On the night of the i3-i4th April, 1941, a
party of German infantry broke through the
wire defences at Tobruk and established
themselves with at least six machine guns, •
mortars and two small field pieces. It was
decided to attack them with bayonets,- and a
party consisting of one officer, Corporal
Edmondson and five privates, took part in
the charge. • During the counter-attack
Corporal Edmondson was wounded in the
neck and stomach but continued to advance
under heavy fire and killed one enemy with
his bayonet. Later, his officer had his
bayonet in one of the enemy and was grasped
about the legs by him, when another attacked
him from behind. He called for help, and
Corporal Edmondson, who was some yards
away, immediately came to his assistance and
in spite of his wounds, killed both of the
enemy. This action undoubtedly saved his
officer's life.

Shortly after returning from this successful
counter-attack, Corporal Edmondson died of
his wounds. His actions throughout the opera-


