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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. James's Palace, S.W.I.
June, 1944.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
give orders for the undermentioned appoint-
ments to the Most Excellent Order o± the
British Empire, for the following awards of the
British. Empire Medal, in the Merchant Navy, •
and for the publication in the London Gazette
of the names of those specially shown below as
having received an expression of Commenda-
tion for -their brave conduct.

To be an Additional Officer of the Civil Division
of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire: —-

James Doig Ford, Esq., Chief Engineer Officer.

To be Additional Members of the Civil'Division
of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire: —

Douglas Goodall, Esq., Fourth Engineer
Officer.

John Glendinning, Esq.,- Third Radio Officer.

Awarded the British Empire Medal
(Civil Division]: —

Arja Dulla X Erzullah, Engine Room Serang.
The ship, sailing alone, was torpedoed and

sank in about three minutes. Owing to the
heavy swell and the rapid sinking only one
boat arid two rafts got clear.

The Chief Engineer Officer, who was in
charge of the boat, displayed great courage,
coolness and leadership and he brought the
occupants to safety, after a voyage of
19 days. He was given very valuable assist-
ance by Arja Dulla X Erzullah who showed
outstanding courage, initiative and devotion
to duty and whose willingness and-cheerful-
ness set an excellent example 'during the long
and trying boat voyage.

The'Fourth Engineer Officer showed great
courage, fortitude and endurance. He was

on one .of the rafts which was almost without
food and water. He caught fish by hand arwi
collected rainwater and .it was due to his-
efforts that he and his two companions were-
kept alive until -they were rescued after
23 days.

The Third Radio Officer also displayed'
great courage and high qualities of leader-
ship. -Although untrained for such responsi-
bilities, he took charge of the second raft,
supervised the issue of rations and, by his
organisation and example, greatly helped the
other occupants of the raft through their
ordeal of 18 days adrift.

Awarded the British Empire Medal
(Civil Division): —

Hugh Allan Jones, Apprentice.
The ship was hit by torpedoes and set on

fire. Within two minutes the whole of the,
• midships section was burning fiercely..

Abandonment was ordered and rafts and'
boats were got away with most, of the crew
who were picked up shortly afterwards.

Apprentice Jones displayed great courage-
and fortitude. After the ship had been sunk
he manned one of the oars of his boat and"!
carried on throughout the night without com-
plaint. In the morning it was found that one-
of his arms was broken.

COMMENDATIONS.
Those named below have been Commended;

for brave conduct when their ships encountered
enemy ships, submarines, aircraft or mines: —
Robert MoKinley Aitkenhead, Esq., Sixth

Engineer Officer.
Michael Byrne (deceased), Greaser.
Alexander Duncan, Apprentice.
John Rundle Hellyar, Esq., Third Engineer

Officer.
Captain John Clifford Mellonie, Master.
Arthur John Richings, Esq., Fifth Engineer

Officer.
John Alexander Skak'le, Esq., Second Engineer

Officer.
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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. James's Palace, S.W.i.
June, 1944.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
give orders for the undermentioned award of
the George Medal, and for the publication in
the London Gazette of the name of the person
specially shown below as having received an
expression of Commendation for brave conduct
in Civil Defence.

Awarded the George^ Medal : —
Albert Edward Hack, Police Sergeant, " V "

Division, Metropolitan Police.
During an air raid, bombs caused con-

siderable damage to a building and most of
the first floor flat collapsed on to the lower
flat in which some people were trapped. At
the rear of the building a serious fire was
raging in a factory containing much highly
inflammable material and explosions were
occurring every few minutes.

Hack managed to get into the damaged
building but found the narrow passage
blocked by debris. He wriggled his way as
far as the entrance to the kitchen. One end
of the floor of the flat above was resting on
the kitchen floor about 5 feet from the fire-

. place, while the other end was held against
the projecting brickwork of the kitchen range.

There were three women and two babies
trapped under the debris. Before attempting
to rescue them Hack had to deal with an
escape of gas from a broken pipe, which he

- stopped up temporarily. He then cleared
rubble and broken furniture out of his way,
until he was able to crawl up to the small

> space between the top of the debris and the
joists of the wedged * floor in the kitchen.
By lying on his stomach and getting his head
and arms into the space under the joists,
Hack was able to clear away sufficient
material to get at and release the two babies.
•One of the women was unconscious, but even-
tually the Sergeant was able to drag her out

'.and also to free another woman. The
Atmosphere was so stifling that on three
occasions he had to come out to get fresh
air. The remaining victim proved the most
difficult to get free as she was tightly pinned
under broken furniture and rubble. Finally,
by lying on his back and keeping off the
.shifting wreckage with his feet as he cleared
other debris with his hands, Hack was able
to pull her to safety.

The conditions were dangerous and ex-
tremely exhausting. The raid was still in
progress and the flames ffom the burning
factory close by were so fierce that it seemed
probable that the house would be set alight.

• The heat was intense and the atmosphere in
the bombed house was foul and oppressive.

.There was also the risk of suffocation from
escaping gas.

Sergeant Hack displayed great courage
and pertinacity which resulted in the saving

..of .five lives.

COMMENDATION.

-The individual named below has been Com-
mended for brave conduct in Civil Defence : —
Charles Ernest Coppard, Labourer,

Defence Rescue Service, Croydon.
Civil

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.

St. James's Palace, S.W.I,
i$th June, 1944.

The KING has been graciously pleased to
give orders for the undermentioned awards of
tne British Empire Medal, and for the publica-
tion iri the London Gazette of the names of the
persons specially shown below as having re-
ceived an expression of Commendation for their
brave conduct.

Awarded the British Empire Medal
(Civil Division}: —

Ernest Phillip Cox, Overlooker, Royal
Ordnance Factory, Ministry of Supply.

During the process of removing tracer
igniters from A.A. shells, the tracer in one
shell was caused to.function and took fire.
On hearing a sizzling noise Cox turned and
saw the flame. He ordered the shop to be
cleared and then approached the burning
shell which was still in position on the
machine. He knocked the shell on to the
floor and then picked it up and threw it out
of the shop on to an earth mound where it
exploded a second or so later.

Cox showed courage and great presence
of mind. His action almost certainly saved
injuries to personnel, which may well have
proved fatal.

Cox was aware that it would be a matter
of seconds from the time of the ignition of
the tracer until the shell exploded.

Reginald Ernest Tipple, Lorry Driver, Harpley,
King's Lynn, Norfolk.

An aircraft crashed, skidded along the
ground, struck a house, burst into flames
and set fire to the building which was
completely destroyed. Tipple, hearing tht
sound of the crash and seeing the flames, at
once ran to the house. He found that the
nose of the machine had penetrated into the
kitchen and was burning furiously. One of
the crew was trapped with his harness and
clothing on fire, and was shouting for
help. Tipple attempted to open the cabin
with his bare hands but it was too hot. He
was able to smash a hole with a brick and
then dragged out the airman, promptly re-
moved his parachute and gear and, after
putting the flames out, wrapped him in a
rug. Later, hearing shouting from the other
side of the lawn, Tipple found another of
•die crew with his clothing on fire which he
extinguished. Subsequently he rendered
first aid to the airman whom he had rescued
from the kitchen and who had suffered a
broken leg in addition to his other injuries.
Tipple showed great gallantry and un-
doubtedly saved the life of one of the airmen
and probably of two.

Tom Williamson, Constable, Liverpool Police
Force.

Two horses which were harnessed tandem
fashion to a lorry loaded with 7 tons of

_ bacon were suddenly startled and set off at
a gallop towards the gate leading from a
dock to the street.

On one side of the road along which the
horses galloped was the dry dock. In front,
directly in the. path of the runaways,
hundreds of dockers were leaving their work
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and assembling in queues to enter the can-
teens.

Constable Williamson, on duty at the Dock
Gate, heard the sound of the galloping horses
and' lorry, ran to meet them, seized the rein
of the leading horse and by holding on
managed to turn the team to the off side in
a southerly direction thus avoiding the gate-
way and the crowd of dockers who could not
possibly have cleared had the runaways
continued.

As the Constable turned the leading horse
it fell, one of the chains caught round his
ankle, he was thrown to the offside and both
his feet were trapped between the two horses
when the shaft horse also fell., He lost
consciousness and was taken to ' hospital
suffering from injuries to the head, body and
legs.

Williamson showed great courage without
regard for his own safety. In addition to the
probability of being trampled on by the
horses or run over by the lorry, had the team
swerved to the near side he might have been
thrown into the dry dock.

His action no doubt prevented serious in-
jury to those present.

COMMENDATIONS.

Those named below have been Commended
for brave conduct.

When rescuing the crew of a crashed air-
craft:— C

Frank Holland, Farm Labourer, Gillsdown
Farm, Hartley Witney, Hants.

Anne, Mrs. Stewart-Jones, Fanner's Wife,
Gillsdown Farm, Hartley Witney, Hants.

When rescuing a man from drowning: —
William Anderson McDonald, Inspector, " N "

Division, Metropolitan Police.

When a fire broke out in an explosives
factory: —

Albert Edward Shelley, Overlooker, Ministry
of Supply Factory.

When fire broke out in a ship at sea: —
Captain Lawrence Edward Jeans, Master, Mer-

chant Navy. '
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