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to safety a 3 ton truck which’ had been parked
between the petrol and bomb dumps. He after-
wards returned and was rolling petrol drums to

safety when the second explosion took place and

he was removed to hospital on account of injunes
sustained. Sergeant Mitchell searched for injured
persons in the blazing wreckage and then assisted
in removing explosive equipment from the area
of the conflagration. The personnel concerned in
this incident showed great courage and initiative
and acted with entire disregard of personal safety.

, . Awarded the George Medal:—

Flight Lieutenant William Edward. Spelrs (88579).
Royal Air Force Volunj:eér Reserve.

In March, 1944, a party of ‘airmen ‘'was fusing
500 lb. bombs. ©One or more of the bombs ex-
ploded, causing a number of casualties (3 of which
were fatal) and rendering a large number of the
remaining bombs dangerous. . Flight Lieutenant
.Speirs, the Wing Armament Oﬂicer was near the

fusing area and had been severely shaken by blast’

but he immediately rushed to the scene and helped
an injured man to safety. He. then, commenced
to disperse , the remaining bombs, although he
knew that some of them might detonate at any
moment. Having dispersed them' he procegded to
make a detailed -examination 0f each of the sus-
pected bombs and, on his advice, the dump was
declared closed for 24 hours. Adfter this lapse of
time, Flight Lieutenant Speirs again examined
each bomb and recommended the further closure
of the dump. Six hours later 4 more bbmbs

exploded, and during the following 24 hours other -

bombs detonated. It then became essential to
examine the remaining bombs as the 'woods in
their vicinity were burning fariously. Flight
Lisutenant Speirs undertook this examination and,
as a 'result, an area was declared safe and’the’ fire
in the woods was dealt with, thercby saving a
considerble ‘number of trees, from destruction.
“After a further period “of wa,1t1ng, this officer again
examineg all bombs in the area and on his ‘décision

that they were sufficientty safe, he superv1sed their’

demolition. Thirty bombs  were rendered
dnnocubus.  This officer displayed high courage
and leadership throughout P

Awarded the George Medal——

991199 Leading Aircraftman’James' McKay M¢cCabe,
oyal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.
1177914 Leading -Aircraftman Leonard Maynard
Williams, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.
One evening in February, 1944, these airmen
displayed exceptional courage and devotion to duty
when an aircraft, carrying a full bomb load,
‘crashed and ¢aught Lea,dmg Aircraftman
Williams, who was nearby, was‘one of the first
to arrive at the stene of the accident, &nd, in
spite of exploding ammunition and the danger of
the bombs exploding, he' succeeded .in rescuing
the rear gunner., Then, 'with the assistance of 2
others, he proceeded to take ‘the gunner to safety;
the first bomb exploded when they were only 50
.yards away. [Leading’ 'Am:raftman MiCabe,, a
nursing ‘orderly, " arrived ih ‘the ambulance w11:h1.n
4 minutes of the aircraft’ crashmg The first bomb
had ekploded ‘and, although fully' aware that
others were likely to detonate at any moment, ‘he
,continuéd to the aircraft and located a meinber.
‘of the crew 'who ' was, unfortunately, dead.
* Leading Aircraftman McCabe helped to remove the
body to a place of safety. When only 30 yards
« ‘away from ‘the aircraft, 2 second ‘bomb ' exploded
"and no furfher rescues could be 'éffected. Tligse
" airmen displayed high courage and cémplete dis-
regard’ of their persénal safety. |

: Awarded the Bnitish Empive Medal
(Mthtmy Dwzswn)

Aus /434299 Flight ,, Sergeant Geoﬁrey
impey, Royal Australian Air Force.

One night in May, a944,
.Whimpey was the rear gunmer of a Stirling air-
craft which crashed and caught fire after’ stallmb
at an altitude of 300 feet. Five of the crew were
killed .but this airman was -in his turret which
was torn from 'the aircrift and flung some distance
away from it. Flight Sergeant' Whimpey -was
thrown out of ‘the turret and, altholigh‘he ‘was
-utiinjured, he:suffered badly from shock. 'Despite
this experience he was one of the first to enter the
blazing 'wreckage and rendered miost valuable ser-

Ray
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vice in -extricating other members of the crew.
Throughout the rescue werk there was considerable
danger from exploding ammunition and the fuel
tanks ‘blew up with an explosion which shook
buildings 2 miles distant. Flight Sergeant
Whimpey continued to render assistance courage-
ously until -the medical officer .ordered him to go

+ to the ambuldnce.

.Can/R.187991 Sergeant Richard Theodore Bunt,

. and .the fuel tanks.

Royal Canadian Air Force.

. Sergeant Bunt was the tail gunner in an aircraft
which crashed and burst into flames during -
practice flying one night in March, 1944. He was
“thrown ¢lear and stunned but did not suffer any
serious injury &ér'burns. On hearing cries from
the wireless operator, who was trapped in the
blazing wreckage, Sergeant Bunt attempted to
reach him, approaching the aircraft from the side
furthest from the most intense ‘part 'of “the fire
Even sp heat compelled him
to retire but he again attempted an approach,
this time passing near to the blazing .fuel tanks
He eventually succeeded in dragging the wireless
operator, whose clothes were on fire, to safety
and remained with him until help arrived. Thie
was achieved. just before the petrol tanks exploded.
‘In, rescuing his companion Sergeant Bumt sus
tained burns to his face and. wnsts and it was
subsequently found that he had sustained a trac.
tured humerus. This airman displayed great
bravery under. harassing circumstances.

1586158 Sergeant . John Noel Rumsby, Royal Air

Force Volunteer Reserve.

'One night in March, 1944, Sergeant Rumsby
was 4 mémber of the crew of 'a Wellington aircraft
which crashed through 'a free on to a2 barn and
proceeded through the'top storey of a farm build-
ing, fihally resting on the roof of another building
containing 'livestock. The tangled wreckage burst
into, flames.,, Sergeant, Rumsby, although badly
bru1sed and sha.keu, managed to extricate himseif
from the wreckage and, fell off the roof of the
buxldmg into the jmnidst of many ‘ pedigree bullocks
in a stall below. After releasing the animals,
who ‘were wild with fear, S'ergea.nt Rumsby climbed

" back on the roof to Search for his companions.

He found the pilot of the aircraft injured and
*with his clothes on fire. ‘Sergeant Rumsby put
out the flamés ind assisted the pilbt from the roof
and to,the farm house. He then,1gturned to the
blazing wreckage and made a :Eurther search, dis-
. Tegarding the dariger from the, explosion of fuel
" tanks ih thé"hircraft and' ‘the collapse of the’ 100f
of the building. He displaytd great gallantry and
'undoubtedly sived the life &f his-pilot.

820012’ Corporal John Stokes 0'SHea, ' Auxiliary 'Air

Force
Punng a - low ﬂymng attack on our a.1|réra.ft
'dpe'.rétm.g ‘behind the 'Japanese’ fines, 'an ‘aircraft
on the ' ground was set -on_fire’and its pilot Wwas
seridusly’ injuréd. Dlsregardmg the dttackévs and
the fire, Corporal ‘O’Shea’'left his slit trench "and

" ran to the aid of the pilot, whom he assisted from

Bis - bummg aircraft. Later, with help from
‘afiother airman, Oorporal O'Shea carried’ the ‘pilot
a, distance 'of 30 'yards and 4pplied a'torniquet to
stem ‘the ‘flow of blood.

955634 Leading' Axroraftman Edward George William

Hall Royal ‘Air Force Violuntetr Reserve.

In February, 1944, an aircraft crastisd and
cabight fire; ‘The crew were Badly injured and
. trépped in' the blazing wreckage. Léadihg Alrtraft-
'man Hall, 'who was' the first to arrive at the scene
of ' the decident, immediately ! plunged into the
flames in''an éndea¥our to iesthe fhe injured a.1r-
men. Despite the 'danger f:rqm the * eﬂqblo ing
‘ammuhition and - pettol | ta.nks he “s‘ucceede in
driigging' two' of the airfien to safety. Leadmg
Aircraftman Hall's gallant and prorapt at:txon iln-
dou.btedly saved 2 lives.

div Ministry, 22nd August, 1944.
The KING has been grac1ously ‘pleased .to approve

the’ followmg atvards in “recognition ‘of gallantry 'dis-
played m flying dperations "atgamst the enemy:—

. Dtstmzmshed Ssrvwe Order

I‘lymg ‘Officer 'Kenneth Owen Moore"(Ciri/ §22754),

“RC.AF., 224 Sqn.
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