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The KING has been graciounsly pleased to
approve the posthumous award of the
VICTORIA CROSS to: —

No. 55537 Rifleman Thaman Gurung,
Royal Gurkha
Indian Army.

In Italy on 1oth November, 1944, a Com-
pany of the 5th Royal Gurkha Rifles was
ordered to send a fighting patrol on to Monte
San Bartolo, an objective of a future attack.
In this patrol were two scouts, one of whom
was Rifleman Thaman Gurung.

By skilful stalking both scouts succeeded
in reaching the base of the position
undetected. Rifleman Thaman Gurung then
started to work his way to the summit, burt
suddenly the second scout attracted his
attention to Germans in a slit trench just
below the crest, who were preparing to fire
with a machine gun at the leading section.
Realizing that if the enemy succeeded in
opening fire, the section would certainly
sustain heavy casualties, Rifleman Thaman
Gurung leapt to his feet and charged them.
Completely taken by surprise, the Germans
surrendered without opening fire.

Rifleman Thaman Gurung then crept
forward to the summit of the position, from
which he saw a party of Germans, well dug
in on reverse slopes, preparing to throw
grenades over the crest at the leading
section. Although the sky-line was devoid
of cover and under accurate machine gun
fire at close range, Rifleman Thaman
Gurung immediately crossed it, firing on the
German position with his Tommy gun, thus
allowing the forward section to reach the
summit, but due to heavy fire from the
enemy machine guns, the platoon was
ordered to withdraw.

Rifleman Thaman Gurung then again
crossed the sky-line alone and although in
full view of the enemy and constantly ex-
posed to heavy fire at short range, he
methodically put burst after burst of Tommy
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gun fire into the ‘German slit trenches, until
his ammunition ran out. He then threw two
grenades he had with him and rejoining his
section, collected two more grenades and
again doubled over the bullet-swept crest of
the hillock and hurled them at the remaining
Germans. This diversion enabled both rear
sections to withdraw without further loss.

Meanwhile, the leading section, which had
remained behind to assist the withdrawal of
the remainder of the platoon, was still on
the summit, so Rifleman Thaman Gurung,
shouting to the section to withdraw, seized a
Bren gun and a number of magazines. He
then, yet again, ran to the top of the hill
and, although he well knew that his action
meant almost certain death, stood up on the -
bullet-swept summit, in full view of the
enemy, and opened fire at the nearest enemy
positions. It was not until he had emptied
two complete magazines, and the remaining
section was well on its way to safety, that
Rifleman Thaman Gurung was killed.

It was undoubtedly due to Rifleman
Thaman Gurung’s superb gallantry and
sacrifice of his life that his platoon was able
to withdraw from an extremely difficuit
position_ without many more casualties than
were actually incurred, and very valuable
information brought back by the platoon
resulted in the whole Monte San Bartolo
feature being captured three days later.

——

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS
OF KNIGHTHOOD.
St. James’s Palace, S.W.1.
22nd February, 1945.
The KING has been graciously pleased to give
orders for the following appointment to the Most
Honourable Order of the Bath, in recognition of
gallant and distinguished services in the field:—
To be an Additional Member of the Military Division
of the Third Class, or Companions, of the said
Most Honourable Ovder:—
Major-General William Clavering Hartgill, O.B.E.,
AMLC. (8648), late Royal Army Medical Corps.



