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Weftminfter, Deccraber 31. o

Efterday the Parliamene met. The King came
to the Houl: of Peers artended with the um_al
Solemnity, and being feated on the Tltrone in
His Royal Robes, the Commons were {ent for
uap by the Gentleman-Uther of the Black Red, and they
actending His Majefty accordingly, the Lord Keeper, by
HisMajefty’s Comn?” d, fignified to them His Majefty’s
Pleafure, Thar they fhould forthwith proceed to the
Choice of a fit Perfor: to be their Speaker, angd prefent
him to His Majcfty the nest morning. The Commons
being returned to their own Houfe, made Choice of
Reberr Harley Efa; to be their Speaker, who being this
day prefented to His Majefty feated on the Throne in
th: Hoiife of Peers, His Majefty did graciouily Approve
of him; And then His Majefty made 2 moft Gracious

Speech to both Houfes, which follows. =

My Lords and Gentlemen, )
DPromifz My Self you are mer togethes full of that juft Senfe
I of the Common Daxger of Europe, and that Refensment of
the late Proceedings of the French King, which has. been fo
Sully pnd univerfally expreffid in the Loyal and Seafinable dd-
dreffes of My People.
‘The Owsing and Setting-up the Pretemded Prince of Wales
for King of, England, #s sot only the higheft Indignity offered to

Me and the Nation, but does fo nearly corcern every Man who
Pés a Regard for the Proteffant Religion, or the prefent and fu-

ture Quiet and Happinefs af his Country, that I need not prefs

wou ro lay it ferionfly to Hears, and so confider what Surther ef-
feftual Means may be wfed far Sccuring the Succeffien of the Crown
in the Proteftan: Line, and Extinguifbing the Hopes of nll Pre~

" tenders, and their cpen or fecret dbettors.

- By the French King's placing bis Grandfon on tke Throne of
Spain, ke 1 in @ Cmdition to cpprefs the reft of Europe, unlefs
Jreedy ond cff-ffual Meafures be taken. Under this Pretence ke
s become the reol Mafter of ike whole Spanith Monarchy, he has
mede it to be enmtirely depending om France, ond difpofes of it
as of his own Demsnions, and by tha: Means he has Surrounded
bis Neighbours in fuch & wmanver, that the’ the Name of Pescce
may be [aid to comtinue, yer they ave put to the Expence and
Inconveniencies of & War. . Co

This muft affest England in the nearsft and moff fenfible
Manner, in refpect to our Trade, which will foon become Precarioss
in all the Paluable Branches of it; in refpeff to Our Peace ind

Safery at Home, which we camoz bope [borld long continue, and
in refpect to that Part wkich England ought to take in the
Brefervation of the Liberty of Europe.

In order to obviate the Genersl Calamity with which the reff
of Chriftendom is zhreatmed by this Exorbizant Power of

France; I have concluded [everal ddllisuces, according fo the

Encouragement given Me by both Houfes of Parliament, which
I will direSt f[ball be laid before You, and which I doubt nor
you will Enable Me to make good.

There are fome other Treaties fHill depending, that fball be
Likewife communicated to You as fion as they are perfeifed.

It s fir I fhould tell Yo the Eyes of all Europe are upos
this Parliament 5 all Matters are &t fland till year, Refolutions
are known, and tkerefore no Time ought to be loff.

Yo hawe yet an Opportunity, by God's Bleffing, to Secure zo
You and your Pofterity the Quict Enjoymen: of your Religion and
Liberties, if you-are mot wanting o your felves, but will Exert
the ancient Vigeur of -the Englith Nation'; But I tekl you plain-
iy Opinion 35, If You do not lay hold o5i this Oteafion, you
kavz 120 Reafin ta Pape for cnather. - o

In order to-do your Pert, it will be neceffary to have & great
Strength 'at Ses, and to provide for the Security of eur Ships
in Harbour, and olf, thee shere be fuch a Force at Land, as
25 expeffed i Proporzion fo the Force: of our .dllies,

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Jommons,

I do Recommand thefe Matters to_rou with that Concern and
Egrnefinefs which their Importance requires : At the [ame time
I cannot but prefs you 32 take Cave of the Publick Credsr,
which camor be Preferoed but &y keeping Sacred thar Masinm,
That they fhail never be Lofers who truft to & Parliomentsry Se-
curity. .

Ii} s always with Regrer when I ds ask 4ids of my Pesple,
buz you will olferwe, That I defire 1othing which rcleres o any
Perfornal Expence of Mine 5 I am ondy preffing you to do all you
can for your own Saf:ty and Homour at fo Critical and Dange-
7o a Time, and ~ &m willing, that what is given fhowld b2
Fholly Appropriased ta the Purpofes for which is is imeidid,

|

And fince I am [peaking ot this Head, I.:5isk ic proper o par
you_in miind, That during the late UWar, I ordeved the Accoumes
0 be laid Yearly before the Parliament, ‘exd alfo gawe My 4~
ferr to feveral Bills for Taking the Publick Arcownts, thyu: Ity
Subjetis mighe Lave [farisfaifion kow the Money given for the
War mas applied ; and I an: willing that Afaster nay be ;m': i
any furcier Way of Examination, thas it may appear, wiether
there were any Mifapplications and Mifmanagements, or whether
the Debr that remains upon Us bas reslly arifen from the Shorea
nefs of vhe Supplies, or the Deficiency of the Fuwds. - . - k
I kave already rold you bow weeffary Difpatch will be far
Caoryying on that Grear Publick Bufinefs, whereon Qur_ Sa ey,
and cll that is Palusble to us depends. I hope, what T.one
can be fpared, will be employed cbour thofe other wery defiratle
Thirgs which. I hawve [o ofren Recommended fiom the Thione,
I mean, the forting fome\ good Bills for Employing the Poor, for’
Encouraging Trade, and thie fursher Supprefing of Pice.
My Lords and Gentlemen, . . : s

I hope yoii are come regerher determined to awoid all marner
of Difpuces and Diffsrences, and refelved to 46 with’ Goneral
and Hearty Comcurrence for Promoting the Conirion Canfe,
whick aloe can make this s Heppy Seffon. . . ... .

I fhould think it as great o Bleffing as could bcfal England,
if I could obfirve you ar smuch inclived to lay..zfide thefi Upa
bappy Fatal dnimofities which Divide erd Wezken yoz, as I
am d fpofed to make all my SubjedEs Safz and Eafy as (¢ any,
even the higheft, Offences Cornmitted againft Me.. . ..

Lez me Conjsre you to Difappoint the only Hopes of OQur Eie-
mies by yowr Unansmity, I Fkawe fbewn, and will always [bew,
bow defirons I sz to- be the Cemmon Father of all My People :
Do you in' like manner lay afide Parties ard Diwvifions, Let
there be no other Diftiniiion heard of among Us for the futnre,
but of thofz who are for the Protefians. Religion and the prefent
Effablifbment, and of thofe who iacan & Pupijh Priuce, and o
French Gowvernmenrt. . s

I will only add this, If you dié in good Earneft defire to fee
England %held the Ballance of Europe, and_ to be indeed ar the
Head of the Proteftant Intereft, it will appecr by your vight
Improving the prefent Qpportanity.

Whitehall, Dec. 36. The following Addrefs from ;he Bor-éuéi{v
of New Maltorr was prefented to His Majelty by W55, Pakmes Biq;
one of their Reprelentatives in Parliament: -

Moft Gracious and Dread Sovereiga, E S
Loyal Sulijefts, the Bayliff,

E Yvar Majefty’s moft Durifil and
Inkabitants of the Borough of New Malion iz

Burgeffis, ard
ths Counry of YorK 5 do with all bumiiity b:g lézve ro affure Your
Majefty, Thar as nothing in this Werid cen add 2o the Comf we
enjoy under Your Gracidus Reign, (which we pray God wngy” continse.
mal;lzy and many x year) [» ncrking can move fenfitly sfesE us than ¢
Sfind any Difturbarice or Iitcrruption endeavoured to b 21 £0 2.
Tie lave Artempt vhat sras been made upin Yowr M. E
Right and Title ¢0.this Crown by the bold Invader of the Libertics of
Europe, in decloring the prefended Prince of Wales King of Your
Majefty’s Domivions, cannot but fiil every true ¥nglifh Hiars with
the titmnoft Imz'i%natim, to find their Libertieg, their Lives, end,whickh
25 more than _both, their Religion defiined by this Proceeding to his
Ambitioes UsZl and Pleafure 5 to come at m!it/a, be_dges not ffick to
break vhrough ak 2har Faith and Stipulasion which foraser Times beld
S :

rered. - :
The Moticves thar have led him to it, and tire Ercouragement he
has mmetowirh from sny Abetsors bere, and béw ke bis é,-m working
bis Defigns, and whether be has nor tried thofe Metliods in this King-
don which be found fo [fr:cg/}fﬂl in another, are [ubjeft Matters for.
a higher Inquificion, and which wwe Fope our Reprefentatives i Par-
Liament will look into 3 and that by the Prudént Conduf of Your M-
jefty, and the ddvice and Affifiance of that Grea: Aflembly, lEn;,:-,
1a6d _fhall fEl preferve ber Liberties.snd thofe Perfons brough ze
Ceridizri Punifbmen: that have given Enroyragem:nt go, shis ,mm;:;uz
_AiE and thet we {ball hear no wiore of chis fiditions Titles bur that ol
who love the Profperity of England swilijon with 15 i :ge ‘Jf:{’;:;:‘g
Fvir Mzjefty, That we will, to the stwmoff of our Lives 4 f‘a}.‘:;mé
Jiand 6 a1l affiff Tonr Majcfy in all fiszhs dMeafives a5 Vot Jhl d2hek
Fit 20 22ke for the Pandicaring v juft Right aud Tizls, z:n;-:' :D‘ »
cer Preferuation of Yumr Sacrcd Porjern and Governzicitt, & d"?é— ‘:’a
Prozefiant Religion, agaiaft all Tour Evemnies bochr at fame and abrosz.

The following Addrefs from the Borough of Bnt'f."gﬂf"‘»‘z') wWas pre-,
{ented to Fis Eﬁjcﬁy by Sir Edward Ador Bar. and I\Da’f":l’i"["v‘ E’l‘j;
nior £4q; thelr Reprefentatives in Parliament, introduced by
Re. Hon. the Earl of’ Bradiid.

To the KTING’s doff Excellent

The humble Addrefs of the Baylids, Burgelle

of Your Majefty’s ancient Borough wi Lrid)
of Salop.

Great Sir,,
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