
SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 26 FEBRUARY, 1948 1251

26. The tactical appreciation asked for was
prepared by the Commander-in-Chief, China,
General/Officer Commanding, Malaya, and Air
Officer Commanding, Far East. It was re-
viewed and endorsed by the Singapore Defence
Conference held in October, 1940, attended by
representatives of Australia, New Zealand,
India and Burma, -and by one American
observer. It was estimated that 566 ist Line
aircraft would now be required and that, when
this target was reached, the strength of the
land forces should be 26 battalions with sup-
porting arms, ancillary services, etc. The
Army estimate was accepted by the Chiefs of
Staff who, however, declined to increase the
previously approved air scale. The general
situation and war plans were further discussed
at staff conversations with officers from the
Dutch East Indies on 25-29^1 November, 1940,
at a conference with Dutch and Australian
representatives and United States observers in
February, 1941 (" A.D.A. Conference "), and
at a full conference with American and Dutch
(as well as Dominion) representatives in April,
1941 (" A.D.B. Conference ").

27. Further reinforcements now began to
arrive in Malaya. In August, 1940, two British
battalions arrived from Shanghai on the evacua-
tion of the latter place and in October and
November, 1940, the 6 and 8 Indian Infantry
Brigades, both of the n Indian Division
(Major-General Murray Lyon) reached Malaya.
In February, 1941, the first contingent of the
Australian Imperial Force arrived. It con-
sisted of the Headquarters and Services of the
8 Australian Division (Major-General Gordon
Bennett) with the 22 Australian Infantry
Brigade Group. In March, 1941, the 15 Indian
Infantry Brigade and the ist Echelon of the
9 Indian Division (Major-General Barstow)
arrived from India and one Field Regiment
from the U.K., followed in April by the 22
Indian Infantry Brigade also of the 9 Indian
Division. In May the ist Echelon of Head-
quarters 3 Indian Corps (Lt.-Gen. Sir Lewis
Heath) arrived and was located at Kuala
Lumpur. It took over the 9 and n Indian
Divisions, the Penang Fortress and the F.M.S.
Volunteers. Some readjustment of formations
in the two Indian Divisions had previously
been made.

28. The Disposition of Troops, May, 1941.—
The disposition of the troops at the end of
May, 1941, shortly after I took over the Com-
mand, was as under: —

(a) Northern Area:—3 Indian Corps, dis-
tributed as under: —

East Coast Sub-Area: 9 Indian Division
(of two Brigade Groups only) less one
Infantry battalion. In the Kelantan area
was 8 Indian Infantry Brigade with
attached troops (Brigadier Key) and in the
Kuantan Area 22 Indian Infantry Brigade
(less one battalion) with attached troops
(Brigadier Painter).

Northern Sub-Area: n Indian Division
(of two Brigade Groups only). Head-
quarters and 15 Brigade Group (Brigadier
Garrett) were at Sungei Patani in South
Kedah, the 6 Brigade Group (Brigadier
Lay) less one Infantry battalion was at
Tanjong Pau Camp in North Kedah, and
there was one Infantry battalion each in
Perlis, Penang and at Kroh on the
Thailand frontier in North Perak.

Penang: The Penang Garrison
(Brigadier Lyon) consisted of one Infantry
Volunteer battalion, two 6-in. batteries
with searchlights, some Royal Engineer
and administrative units. The remaining
equipment for the Fixed Defences had not
arrived and there were no Anti-Aircraft
defences.

Lines of Communication: The L. of C.
Area consisted of that part of the west
coast area which lay south of the River
Perak. The Commander was Brigadier
Moir, who was also Commandant of the
Federated Malay States Volunteer Force.

Corps Reserve: In Corps Reserve was
one Infantry battalion situated at Mantin
Camp south of Kuala Lumpur.

Federated Malay States Volunteer Force.
—This force, which consisted of four
Infantry battalions and some supporting
units, was not yet mobilized.

The Commander 3 Indian Corps was r^-
sponsible for the whole of Malaya north
of Johore and Malacca and for the Island
of Penang.
(6) Singapore Island and Eastern Jonore.—

The Singapore Fortress Troops (Major-
General Keith Simmons) consisted of:—

The Fixed Defences (Brigadier Curtis)
which were divided into two Fire Com-
mands, i.e The Changi Fire Command
which covered the approaches to the Naval
Base, and the Faber Fire Command which
covered the approaches to Keppel Har-
bour and to the western channel of the
Johore Straits. In each Fire Command was
one 15 in. and one 9.2 in. battery and a
number of 6 in. batteries; also searchlights
and smaller equipments.

The Anti-Aircraft Defences (Brigadier
Wildey).—These Defences, which included
both guns and searchlights, had been built
up over a number of years under War
Office direction. Most of the guns were of
the static type but a few tractors were
available. The defences had been sited
on Singapore Island and in Southern Johore
to protect the Naval Base and other im-
portant installations in the Singapore
Fortress area. There were three Anti-
Aircraft Regiments, one Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment, and one Searchlight Regiment.

Field Troops.—There were three Infantry
Brigades, one Field Regiment .and one
Field Company, etc. The i Malaya In-
fantry Brigade (Brigadier Williams) of
two battalions only and the 2 Malaya In-
fantry Brigade (Brigadier Fraser) were
responsible for the defence of the beaches
on the south coast of Singapore Island and
at Pengerang in Southern Johore. The 12
Indian Brigade Group was responsible for
the defence of the east coast of Johore.

Fortress Troops.—There were also a
number of Fortress units, i.e. Fortress
Companies, Royal Engineers, etc.

Straits Settlement Volunteer Force (less the
Penang Bn.}.—This Force, strength -about
a weak Brigade Group, was not yet mobi-
lized. It was allotted a role in the defence
of Singapore Town.

Command Headquarters and Base Units.
—In addition to the troops directly under
his command, the Commander Singapore


