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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS OF
. KNIGHTHOOD

St. James's Palace, S W 1.
. 28th Septembey, 1948.

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve
the award of the GEORGE CROSS to —

1393806 Flight Sergeant Stanley James WoODBRIDGE
(deceased), Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
No 159 Squadron.

Flight Sergeant Woodbridge was a wireless
operator in the crew of a Liberator aircraft which
crashed m the jungle :n Burma whilst engaged in
an operation agamst the Japanese on 31st January,
1945. Together with five other members of the
crew he was captured by the Japanese All six were
subjected to torture at the hands of thewr captors
mm an endeavour to obtain information which would
have beenn of wuse to the Japanese Intelligence
Service Eventually the four non-commissioned
'officers were separated and conveyed by motor trans-
port to a forest, where they were put to death by
beheading. Three officers and three non-commis-
sioned officers of the Impenal Japanese Army were
subsequently brought to trial by a Mihitary Court
charged with the torture and murder of the four
airmen, they were all found guilty Three were
hanged and three sentenced to terms of rigorous
imprisonment At the trial it was revealed that
the Japanese concentrated their efforts on Flight
Sergeant Woodbridge, the wireless operator, in an
endeavour to obtain techmical mformation regarding
wireless equipment, secret codes, wavelengths, etc.
A Japanese techmcal officer was detailed to make
the interrogation and the services of two interpreters
were engaged, but, in spite of repeated torture,
ncluding kicking, beating with belts and with a
sword, Flght Sergeant Woodbndge steadfastly
refused to reveal any information whatever. The
final interrogation took place actually at the place
of execution, when 1t was obvious to the unfortunate
prisoner that he was to be put to death, even so
he maimtained his courageous attitude to the end,
merely remarking that if the Japanese were going to
kill him they should do 1t quickly After all efforts
to make him speak, including further torture, were
+ found to be fruitless this gallant non-commissioned
officer was beheaded on 7th February, 1945 Flight
Sergeant Woodbridge behaved throughout with
supreme courage His fortitude, loyalty o his
country and his complete disregard for his own
safety, even unto death, constitute one of the highest
examples of valour in the annals of the Royal Air
Force ' .
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ROYAL AIR FORCE
GENERAL DUTIES BRANCH
Appomtment to commussion
As Squadron Leaders (permanent) —
22nd June 1948.
John Balfour Joslin BoARDMAN (37931)
Robert Arthur CoLVILLE (59075}, .
Edwimn Charles Sanders FEWTRELL,
(37673).

As Flight Lieutenants (permanent) —
Douglas Frederick Harvey GROCOTT (153754):
1st June 1948. - .

15th June 1948
Eric George Arcock (144628)
Leonard George HoBBs (174016)
Blaise Petherbridge MUGFORD (128917).
Geoffrey MURPHY (127992).
Alan WARNECKE (125458},

22nd June 1948
Jobn Derek Hawkins, A F C. (65536)

DFC.

Reginald John Valentmme SmyrH, D.FC
(60488)

Arthur George Topp, D F C. (119873)

Harry Dashwood BYRNE (500168) 7th  July
1948 (semority xst Sept. 1945).
As Flying Officers (permanent)'—

15th June 1948

Geoffrey Willlam ABEL (58762)

Graham Charles Agnew BRrIE (58015) ,

Kenneth Courtnace, AF C (198605) 23rd
Aug 1048 (semwonsty 11th Sept 1946)
As Fhght Lieutenant, short service (A M O.

4 899/47) —

Ralph Moopy (53551)
ity 18th Feb 1947).

Promotion
Flying Officer to Fhight Lieutenant —
] ¥ Grieve (178233) 1st July 1948.
N C Savace (56639) 5th Aug 1948
A W D Woobcock (195193)
1948

roth Aug 1948 (semior-

20th Aug.

23rd Aug 1948.
F B SmtH (57055)
E J Wamte, DF M (195006)
‘ 24th Aug 1948
M. G CASSELMAN (50539)

D MackenzIE (186533)
F W TroMsON (59455) 25th Aug 1948.
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26th Aug 1048

J. J R CricHTON (195474)
E. J. G Erps (56627).
28th Aug 1948
F. W Gray (195102). .
R. Howes (167057)

3oth Aug 1948
J. W. BUckLEY (59596)
H. C. Hoover, D.F C. (59439).

Pilot Officer to Flying Officer —
V. H A. Reeves (195838)

3oth Aug
(senionity 215t Mar. 1946).

1946

Gramt of substantive rank.
Notification ocancelled
6th Jan. 1948 (p 144,
T H. J. BENTLEY (195596).
20th Jan 1948 (p 496, col. 2) concerning
J A MAaRTINSON |(177942) and (p 498, col 2)
concerming V H. A. ReEevEs (195838)

col. 2) concerning

Transfer between bramches
Notification amended.
24th Aug 1948 (p 4670, col 1) concerning
H R Woobps (2600303) for Woobs read WooD.

Retwrement
Flight Lieutenant A JOHNSTON (49018) (at own
request) 27th Sept. 1948
Wmg Commander R A R MaNGLEs (16023)
retaining the rank of Group Captain 27th Sept.
1948
Cowmmission velimquished
Fhght Lieutenant G. M TovnN (56015) (on
account of medical unfitness for Air Force service)
retaming his rank  19th Sept 1948.

Commussion resigned. ,
" Squadron Leader A J. H. GorDoN (116138).
28th Sept. 1948

TECHNICAL BRANCH.

Appontment to commssion.
As Squadron Leader (permanent) —
Cecil Thomas Davies, O B.E. (44424)
May 1948

As Fhight Lieutenants (permanent) —

Arthur Bertram Haskerr, M.B E. (48233) 1st
June 1948.

Neville Manfred Jones (50359)
1948

Norman Kirsy (138009).

15th

22nd June

3oth June 1948.

Grant of substantwve fank
Notification cancelled.

2oth Jan. 1948 (p 499,
W S MurrAY (149275).

col. 1) concerning

Retwement
Flight Licutenants refaining the vank of Squad-

rorn Leader:—
G F CockeLr,

MBE (35256) (at own re-

quest) 22nd Sept. 1948.
E. ALLEN (35172) 26th Sept 1048.
EQUIPMENT BRANCH.
Appowmtment to comwmussion. .
As Fhight Lieutemants (permanent) —
1st June 1g48.
Arthur Willham RHODES (31294)
John Edward SMALLEY (133272)
Alan James BANNISTER (31366) 3oth June
1948
As Flywmg Officer (permanent) —
John DorERTY (177776). 26th  July 1948
(semzorety 7th Sept. 1946).
As Flymg Officer, short service (A.M O.
A 899/47) —
Bernard Calvert EmMsLEY (57352) r5th June

1948 (semonty 30th Aug 1946).

Retwement
Flying Officer E T. RUsHWORTH (54837).
Sept 1948
Pilot Officers (at own request) —
P A BrACKMORE (58811). 23rd Sept 1948
A W LEesLIE (59154). 27th Sept 1948
Flying Officer A Woop, M C. (50794) (at own
request) retaining the rank of Flight Lieutenant
25th Sept 1948.
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Notification amended
31st Aug. 1948 (p 4760, col
H S F T Jerrarp wmnsert CBE.

Commussion resigned
Flight Lieutenant H A MADDOCK (44350)
215t Sept 1948

2) concerning

SECRETARIAL BRANCH.

Appomtment to commassion.
As Squadron Leaders (permanent): —
2znd June 1948.

Willlam Harry FRankLIN, O B E. (44442).

Eric Sydney WITCHARD (44628).
As Flight Lieutenant (permanent): —
- Kenneth David OwWEN (50915) 30th June 1948
As Fywmg Officer (permanent) —

John Alfred Rogers CHAMBERS (152278)
Jane 1948. :

22nd

ROYAL AIR FORCE REGIMENT.

Appointment to commassion
As Fhght Lieutenants, short service (six years on
the actwe hst and four years on the veserve):—
3o0th Aug 1048
Norman Albert Manning PLOWRIGHT (500169)
(senzority 24th Aug 1945).
Arthur Archibald BoLD (500146) (semiority 26th
Jan 1946)
John Thomas Stretton
(senionity 14th June 1947)

Howerr (5001 ;:,o)

As Flymg Officers, short service (six years om the
actwe hst and four years on the reserve).—

3oth Aug. 1948
Gordon Donald HoDGE (59989) (semionty 2znd
July 1045)
Alan  John Manning MaYBANES  (500109)

- (seniovity 19th Feb 1946)
Patrick Neill BavrLEY (500165) (seniority 3rd
Sept. 1946)
]o%-m Richard Pire (500167) (seniority 4ih Jan.
1947).
Michael David WRIGHT (500164) (semiority 16th
Mar. 1948).
Bernard Anthony Vivian (500163) (semionty 37d
May I948)f
As Piot Officers, short sevvice (six years on the
aciive hst and four years om the reserve):—
. 3oth Aug. 1948.
Raymond Ernest Hawes (500108) (seniority 7th
Jan. 1947) .
John Malcolm LEE (500166) (seniority 20th Sept
1947)-

MEDICAL BRANCH.

Appointment to commission.
As Fiying Officer (temporary): —
Thomas RusseLr, M B, Ch.B (500102).
Aug. 1948
Retwement
Air Vice-Marshal T. McCLurkix, M B, B Ch.,
DPH,DipBact, DTM & H (at own request).
1st Sept 1948.

19th

EDUCATION BRANCH
Appointment to commussion ~
As Flight Lieutenant (permanent)  —

Thomas Sydney PRESTON (73350). 1st June
1047 (substituted for notification of rst Apr. 1947

(p* 1492, col 2)}

RESERVE OF AIR FORCE OFFICERS

ADMINISTRATIVE AND SPECIAL DUTIES
BRANCH.

Commussion relmmquished (Class CC)
The undeymentioned (on cessation of duty):.—

Air Commodore J C. A. Dorerty, C B.E, 28th
July 1948
Wing Commanders —

H. F CuarriNgTON, G C (192124) 15t Aug

1048
F H ConE (71442)
D K CampBELL (192337)

7th Aug 1948
1rth Aug 1948

Fhght Lieutenants —
W GowrLING (192063). 1Ith July 1948
E R S. JounsToN (192333). 28th July 1948.
R F. A Jupck (192214) 4th Aug 1948.
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SECRETARIAL BRANCH.
Appointment to commussion (Class CC).
As Squadvon Leadevs'—

Enc Jobn Mourg,,O B.E. (192799). ¢h July
1948. ’
27th July 1948.
Arthur BELLE (192792).
Leonard Francis CAUNTER (192793).
As Flight Lieutenant —
Ernest Wilham Carlmme Day (192785).
1948.
As Flywmmg Officers —
James Willidm FRASER 1(192762)
10th Aug. 1048.
Robert Ardwick Davies (192797).
Cecil Frederick KenNEDY (192783).
Grant of hagher rank (Class CC).
Squadron Leader H. F. INNOCENT (192773) to
Wing Commander 14th July 1948

Commussion relinquished (Class CC)

Flight Lieutenant J. W. Fraser (192762) (on
cessation of duty) 1st July 1948.

3rd July

1st July 1948.

ROYAL AIR FORCE VOLUNTEER RESERVE
TRAINING BRANCH.

Appointment to commission.

As Flying Officersi—
Bernard HazELTON (152102)
James Campbell MUIRHEAD (13199T)

1048.

As Pilot Officers.—

Derek Alan Porrock (204304).

‘ 28th July 1948
Lindsay Gillies ABBIE (3023594).
James ‘CLARK (204910) . -
Robert Freeman CrAIG (204909).
James Hendry HARPER (302I411).
Willam Hormes (1823706)
George PATERSON (204908).
Robert Willlam PIRIE (3020391)

Commassion vesigned
Flying Officers —
ying OFF 18th Aug 19048.
A. W M. BaLes (163484).
DossoN (x11319) .
DunN (155982)
B HARRISON (190516).
. Isaac (131408).
KERRISON (112966).
Kerrerr (189792).
S MACQUEEN (184864)
G NewTtoN (143064)
E [Prercy (156969).
. SippaLL (69016).
. J. SuatH (139549).
P. TipMAN (68594)
G TuURNER (175351)-
VENABLES (103425)
F VICKERS (143973)

t Officers: —
L OLD (102490). 3rd Jan. 1947.
18th Aug. 1948.
J Cross (66780).
L. CrumP (203442).
S A. LreE (162888)
T. LONGSTAFF (65217)
R. A C MiTCHELL (63544).
L. W PaGe (107022)
J. H. Seres, DF.C.,, DF M. (121239)-

Notification amended
27th Nov 1945 (p 5752, col
W. TavLor for (137355) vead (65153)

ROYAL ATR FORCE VOLUNTEER RESERVE
(Emergency Commission section.)

GENERAL DUTIES BRANCH

Promotion
Flywmg Officer to Flight Lieutenani —
M W Dimveam (183642) .21st Feb. 1948
G. J. BorToN (191155) 6th Aug 1948.
G. Irving, DF M (196325) 22nd Aug 1948.
" 23rd Aug. 1948

A V MackiNTosH (165518)
W C Ripeout (167852)
E. E WaLkEr (167853).
H. M. J SmItH (191782)
J. Haves, DF M (191855).
L G Parmer, DF C (190734)

16th Apr. 1948
5th Aug.

19th July 1948.
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24th Aug. 1948
25th Aug 1948
26th Aug 1048
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Commission rvelinquished.
Notification amended .
8th June 1948 (p. 3421, col. 1) concerning C-A.
GIRARD (150470) for 6th May 1048 read 6th Aug.
1948

940.

17th Aug. 1948 (p 4557, col 2) concerning J G.
Dickie (179434) for Flying Officer read Flight
Lieutenant.

Commission resigned.
Flhight. Lieutenant G: F. HERRIMAN (115304)
1st Sept 1948 ,

The undermentioned retaining thew rank :—
Flight Lieutenant J. A TyreLL (181027).

July 1948

Flying Officers:—
K. G. Nasa (163441)
D. H. FLower (180673)
G. C Kirrace (189481). 24th Aug. 1948.
A G, HENDERSON (196895) 26th Aug. 1948.
G. C LocIE (195176) 27th Aug. 1948
J. G TavLor (188290) 2gth Aug 1948.

Cashiering by sentence of General Court Martial

25th

15th Aug 1g48.
16th Ang 1948

Flying Officer T. LAWRIE (186120). 3rd Sept.
1948.
TECHNICAL BRANCH.
Commnussion resigned. .
The undeymentioned vetawning their rank:— -
" Wimng Commander J V. Cook (82824) 18th

Aug 1948.
Squadron Leader T I CamERON (79628)
Aug 1948
Flight Lieutenants®—
GRATWICK (131523)
J. M. FLEeT (120003)

26th

18th Aug 1948.
23rd Aug 1048.

ADMINISTRATIVE AND
BRANCH

Commission velmquished.

Squadron Leader (honorary) S. C. GINN (71246)
{on cessation of duty). x4th July 1948.

Flight Lieutenant (honorary) H J. CRAMPHORN
(71254) 315t July 1048. i
The wundermentioned (on appointment to

Education Branch):—
Pilot Officers: —
13th Jan. 1947.
R BRUCE (201798)
C R F DowsEY (115047).

L. C GUTHRIE (111855)
J. A WiLson (130824).

SPECIAL DUTIES

the

8th Mar 1047.
2nd June 1947

Commussion resigned. _

Flying Officer A. V. BurBURY, M C. (72621)
13th July 1948 -

Flight Lieutenant A N BARROWCLIFFE (62452)
retaining the rank of Squadron Leader 315t Aug
1948 .

The undermentioned retavmng thew rvank —

Flight Lieutenant D. E. KENT (103825)
Aug. 1948
Flywmg Officers . —

) 23rd Aug. 1948

J. S Ereaur (185786).

A. J WasDELL (179446)

Cashiering by sentence of General Court Martial : —

25th

Flying Officer T. R. CrosLaND (144873) 7th
Sept. 1048
EQUIPMENT BRANCH
Commisston resigned.
Squadron Leader R M CHESTER (121963)

retaining his rank 22nd Aung. 1948

SECRETARIAL BRANCH.

Appointment to commassion.

As Wing Commander (honorary) — ‘
Hubert Harry GLossop (192657). 7th July 1948.

Grant of substaniive rank
Notification cancelled
6th Jan 1948 (

. 154, col 2) concerning C. H
EDpwWARDS (154546).

Relinquishment of temporary and war substantive
rank —
Flying Officer C H Epwarps (154546) relin-
quishes the temporary rank of Flight Lieutenant
1st Nov 1947 and the war substantive rank of

Flight Lieutenant st Jan 1948
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MEDICAL BRANCH
Commzsszan resigned.

Fl;ght Lieutenants retaining thewr mnk - .

G J. E AwsEeLi, MB, BS MRCS.,
LRCP (202920) 18th Aug 1948

P. R B Jones, MB, Ch B  (203428). “22nd
Aug 10948

CHAPLAINS BRANCH,
Comwmussion relinquished

Rev "H J A MuLvENNA (159333) (on account
of medical unfitness for Air Force servxce) 19th
Sept 1048. -

WOMEN'S FORCES.

PRINCESS MARY'S ROYAL AIR FORCE
NURSING SERVICE RESERVE

Commissign relinquished.
Sister V. TURNER (6228) (on account of medical
unfitness for Air Force service) retaining her rank.
17th Sept 1948.

WOMEN’S AUXILIARY AIR FORCE

ADMINISTRATIVE AND SPECIAL, DUTIES
BRANCH

Commussion resigned
Section Officer E M CHAPMAN (3274) retammg
her rank 23rd Aug 1948
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