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guards remained locked in the rear of the van, while the other guard,
the driver, made the first delivery.

As the security guard was leaving the bank to return to the van to
make a second delivery, he was approached and threatened by a man
carrying a handgun. The robber demanded that the guard in the van
release money bags into the van’s chute. As the bags were being
released, a second robber, who was also carrying a handgun, joined
the first. At this point, Constable Mason, who was off duty and not
in uniform, and walking his dog, having witnessed the robbery, ran
behind the security guard and grabbed the second gunman to make
an arrest. This intervention by Constable Mason gave the security
guard an opportunity to break free and run to the safety of the cab
of his vehicle where he locked himself inside. As he did so, a gun was
discharged and Constable Mason fell to the ground, fatally
wounded. The robbers made good their escape in the getaway car,
but were subsequently arrested.

Constable Mason displayed gallantry of a high order, and selfless
devotion, when, whilst off-duty, and with total disregard for his own
safety, he attempted to arrest two armed gunmen who were in the
process of holding up a security van and was fatally wounded.

QUEEN’S COMMENDATION FOR BRAVE CONDUCT

James Thomas AYRES, Functional Slinger, Fleet Maintenance &
Repair Organisation.

For services in going to the rescue of a workman, injured in an
explosion, without regard to his own safety.

Paul BERRIFF, Independent Film Cameraman.

For services leading to the recovery of a body and the rescue of a
climber both trapped at the foot of a rock structure surrounded by
heavy seas.

Miss Kathryn Louise CLAYTON, Sister, North Staffordshire
Royal Infirmary.

For services in attending to a child trapped in a car, overhung by
an 8-tonne container which had slipped from the back of a
transporter and crushed the car.
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Christopher FOLEY, Swindon, Wiltshire.

For services in rescuing two children from a neighbour’s burning
house before the arrival of the fire brigade and without regard to his
own safety.

Ronald Adams FORSYTHE, Constable, Headquarters, Royal

Ulster Constabulary, “Brooklyn”, Knock Road, Belfast
BT5 6LE.
For Bravery in Northern Ireland.

Colin GREGORY, Shear Operator, Denstone, Staffordshire.

For services leading to the rescue of a passenger trapped in a car
which had been crushed by a dislodged 8-tonne container.

Gerald HALL, Commercial Window Cleaner, Halesowen, West

Midlands.

For services in assisting a security guard, who was attacked and
stabbed by two men during an attempted robbery.

Neil David HOTCHKISS, Constable, South Wales Constabulary.

For services in overpowering and disarming an armed gunman
who was threatening him.

Dennis Peter LACEY, Constable, Norfolk Constabulary.

For services in disarming a man with a knife, who, during a
disturbance, had stabbed and seriously injured a feliow police officer.
Martyn LLOYD-EVANS, Detective Inspector, South Wales

Constabulary.

For services in overpowering and disarming an armed gunman
who was threatening him.

WONG Kwai-leung, Chaiwan, Hong Kong.

For services leading to the rescue of a number of passengers from
an aircraft, which had crashed on landing, with the cockpit and part
of the fuselage submerged in the sea.

John Leonard WORWOOD (Deceased), lately Security Guard,
Securicor Ltd., Handsworth, West Midlands.

For services in foiling an attempt to rob him of the cash he was
delivering to a bank, in the course of which he received fatal stab
wounds.
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