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Queen’s Gallantry Medal
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Terry Edward VAN TurnHOUT, Constable, New
Zealand Police.

David Thomas WEIR, Senior Constable, New
Zealand Police.

Constables Van Turnhout and Weir, members of the
Dunedin Armed Offenders Squad were deployed in the
Aramoana village on the evening of 13 November
1990.

Constables Van Turnhout and Weir volunteered to
recover two victims although the whereabouts of the
gunman was unknown. They proceeded in a Police dog
van into an open intersection to effect the recovery of a
wounded man, knowing that they had virtually no
protection from gunfire. Constable Weir positioned
the van to allow Constable Van Turnhout to drag the
wounded man into the passenger’s side of the vehicle.
Constable Weir then reversed the vehicle at speed to a
waiting ambulance. The victim later died. The second
victim, a child, was being protected by Detective Knox
near a utility van. This necessitated a further recovery
attempt and again Constables Van Turnhout and Weir
volunteered. They drove to the utility van and
recovered two children, Detective Knox, Constable
Harvey and two other persons. One of the children was
dead and the other, although seriously wounded,
survived the ordeal. Both recovery operations were
exemplary acts of bravery in the highest traditions of
the New Zealand Police.

Queen’s Gallantry Medal
Q.G.M.

Sergeant John AKURANGI, (K548053), Royal New
Zealand Infantry Regiment.

On 2 August 1988 Sergeant Akurangi- was
supervising a live grenade throwing practice for
Territorial Force Recruits at Waiouru.

A recruit and Sergeant Akurangi were standing side
by side in a grenade throwing bay preparing to throw
the first of two M67 high explosive fragmentation
grenades. The recruit, in the process of removing the
safety bail from the grenade, accidentally loosened his
grip which allowed the safety lever to be released
thereby arming the grenade. This type of grenade has
a lethal radius of eight metres and remains extremely
dangerous out to 15 metres. Once armed it explodes in
approximately four seconds.

The recruit froze, holding the armed grenade.
Sergeant Akurangi, immediately realizing the danger,
calmly asked for the grenade. When the recruit failed
to respond, Sergeant Akurangi forcibly removed the
grenade from the recruit’s hand and threw it out of the
bay. He pushed the recruit to the ground and by calling
““grenade” ensured that personnel in the adjoining bay
were able to react appropriately.

The grenade exploded in the air at very close range
to Sergeant Akurangi’s throwing bay and within a
second of being thrown. His alertness, speed of
reaction and presence of mind certainly saved both the
recruit’s and his own life. His professional sense of
responsibility to the recruit testifies to his selfless
bravery.
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Warrant Officer Class Two Kevin Charles Frus
(Y43814), Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment
(Regular Force), (Retired).

On 13th February 1987, Warrant Officer Friis was
conducting a live grenade throwing exercise for
Territorial Force soldiers at Waiouru.

A Territorial Force soldier with Warrant Officer
Friis, his instructor, were side by side when an armed
M67 high explosive fragmentation grenade thrown by
the soldier accidentally landed inside the safe throwing
bay within three metres of their position. The grenade,
which has a lethal radius of eight metres and remains
extremely dangerous out to 15 metres, was set to
explode four seconds after leaving the soldier’s hand.

Warrant Officer Friis without hesitation lifted the
soldier from the ground and attempted to drag him to
safety. The soldier, now incoherent, slipped from
Warrant Officer Friis’ grasp after three metres and did
not act further to save himself. Warrant Officer Friis
again picked up the soldier and carried him to partial
cover nine metres from the grenade where, throwing
the soldier to the ground, he covered him with his own
still partly exposed body as the grenade exploded.
Warrant Officer Friis’ professional sense of
responsibility and brave actions undoubtedly saved
the life of the soldier.
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Peter Wallace SutTON

On the afternoon of 23rd August 1988, Mr. Sutton
and his family were travelling south on State Highway
4. At Owhango they came upon a Traffic Officer who
was lying on the ground near his patrol vehicle, being
severely assaulted by a man.

Mr. Sutton stopped his vehicle and went to the
Traffic Officer’s assistance only to be confronted by a
second man pointing a pistol at him and the Traffic
Officer. The gunman fired two shots at them, the
second striking Mr. Sutton in the leg. A third shot
lodged in the side of Mr Sutton’s vehicle containing his
family. The gunman and his companion then promptly
left the scene in their vehicle.

Mr. Sutton, without thought for himself, displayed
exemplary courage in going to the assistance of the
Traffic Officer and almost certainly helped save his life.
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James Lindsay Tromas, Traffic Officer, Traffic
Safety Service, Ministry of Transport.

On the evening of 7th January 1990 Traffic Officer
Thomas, accompanied by a Senior Traffic Sergeant,
was on duty in a patrol vehicle at Kimbell, South
Canterbury. Traffic Officer Thomas had reason to stop
the driver of a motor vehicle; which unknown to both
officers had recently been stolen and the driver armed.
It was only after Traffic Officer Thomas had left the
patrol vehicle that he became aware of the other driver
aiming a -303 rifle at him. From where he was standing
Traffic Officer Thomas could see that the rifle bolt was



