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Wefiminfiery February 2o,

IS Majeflty came this Day to the Houfe of

Peers, and being in His Royal Robes feat-

ed on the Throne, with the ufual Solem-

nity, Sit William Oldes, Gentleman-Uther
of the Black-Rod, was fent with a Meffage from His
Majefty to the Houfe of Commons, commanding their
Atcendance in the Houfe of Peers. The Commons
being come thither accordingly, His Majefty was
pleated to make the following moft Gracious Speech
to both Houfes. .

My Lords and Gentlemen,

W¥as in bopes, that the Succefsy Which it pleafed God

to give Us, in Defeating the late Rebellion, might
Bave Secured to the Nation Peace, Plenty, and Iran-
quillity.

My Endeavours bave not been wanting, duving your
Recefs, to Improve tbe Happy Profped which was in
View, by Entring into [uch Negotiations as I judged
mofikonducive to thofe good Ends ; and tis with Pleafure
L can acquaint you, that many D:-{e&: in the Treaties of
Utrecht, which very nearly affedied the Trade, and even
2he Security of thefe Kingdoms, bave been remedicd by
Jubfequent Conuventionsy the Happy Confequences of
which bave already eery [enfibly appeared by the Flou-
rifhing Condition of Our Tvade and Credit.

By the Alliance lately Concluded with France and the
States-Geneval, We are foon to be Eafed of all future Ap-
prebenfions {rom Dunkirk and Mardyke 5 the Pretender
is altually Removed beyond the Alps 5 bis Adberents are
Deprivedof all Hopes of Support and Countenance from
France ; and even the A_gi/tame of that Crown is Sii-
pulated to Us in cafe of Exigency.

It feemned Reafonable to Expelt, that fuch a Situation
of Affairswt Home and Abroad (bould bave Recovered

rom their Delufion, all fuch of Our Subjefts as bad
Unbappily been Seduced by the Craft and Wickednefs
of Def,i{erate and lil-defigning Men, and thereby bave
Afforded Me the Opportunity, which I Defired, of follow-
ing the Natural Bent of My own Inclinations to Leni-
2y, by Opening this Seffion with an AZ of Grace; but
Juch’ is the Obftinate and Inveterate Ranconr ;f # Fac-
tionp amongft Us, that it hath again Prompted them to
Animase and Stir up Foreign Powers to Difiurb the Peace
of their Native Country, they will choofe rather 0 make
Britain a Scene of Blood and Confufion, and toVenture
even the putting this Kingdom ‘under a Foveign Yoke,
than give over their Darling Defign of Impofing a Po-
bifb Pretender.

I have Ovdered to be laid bofore you Copies of Letter§
which bave Pafled between the Suedith Mizifiers on
this Qccafiony avbich contain a certain Account of the
projected Invafion ; and I promife My Self from djour
Experienced Zieal and AffeGion to my Perfon and Go-
vernment, that you will come to [uch Refolutions as
will Enable Me, by the Blefing of Ged, to Defeat all
the Defiapsof Our Ensmies aganft Us.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

1 did bope, the putting an End to the late Rebellion
Would bave fo far Secured the Peace and Tranquillity
of the Nation, that [ mights confifiently with the Safe-
#y of my Peaple, bave made a Confiderable Redution of
the Forces; but the Preparations which are making
from dbvoad to Inuade us, oblige Me to ask fuch Sup-
Dlies as you ﬁall nd abfolutely NecefJary for the De-
femce of "the Kingdou.

You are all Senfible of the Infupportable Weight of the
Noational Debts, wbich the Publick became Engaged
fory from the Neceffity of the Times, the Preffures Stf -
Long and Expenfive War, and the Languifbing Stata
of Publick Credit ; but the Scene being now fo Happily
changed, if no New Diflurbances [ball plunge Us again
imto Streights and Difficulties, the general Expeliation
Sfeems to require of you, that ‘{ou Jhould turn your
Thoughts towards fome Metho % Extricating youd
Jelves, by Reducing, by Degrees, the Debts of the Nationi

My Lordsand Gentlemen, -

I have ap entire Confidence ins you, and bave there=
fore notbing io ask, but that you woxld take fuch Mea-
Sures, as will beft Secure your Religion and Libertiess
While you Preferve thofe "Incffimable Bleffings, I fhalb
8it Eafie and Safe on My “Throne, baving no other,
View but the Happinefs and Profpersty of Ay People:

Viennay Feb, 17. The Prefident Windif-
gratz, and Count Schonborn, Vice-Chancellour
of the Empire, have obtained the Emperour’s
Leave to quit their Country Seats, to which
they were confined upon the Account of their
late Quarrel : The Vice-Chancellour came back
on the r1th, and the Prefident the Day after,
and they bave fince both afted in their re-
{pective Employments. The Emperour has
given the Government of Great Glogaw in
Silefia to Count Zinzendorf, Maggiordomo
to the Archdutcheflcs Daughters of the late
Emperour Jofeph, and he has exchanged_il:
wit



