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) From Luelday Febroary 1t. to Sarurday February 15. 1718

) _ Bythe KING, ‘
APROCLAMATION,

Faqr putring in-Execution the Laws made againft
Unlawful Clubs and Combinations, and for pre-
venting Tumults and Riotous Aflemblies, and
for the more fpeedy and effe&ual Puanifhing

Rioters.

..GEORGE R
Hereas is has been reprefented, That great Nuam-
bers of Wooll-combers and Weavers in feveral of
the Towns and Parifbes in theus Kingdom, concerned in the
Woollen Mauufaitures, bave lately formed themfelves in-
to feveral Clubs and Socseties, without any lawful Autho-
rity for that purpofe, and have prefumed, comtrary to
Law, to aff as one or more Corporation or Corperations,
and to chufe thereof Mafters, Stewards, Supervifors, Af+
Jiffiants, and other Officers, and have ufed a Common
Seal, and do otherwife prefume unlawfully to a& ar Bo-
dies Gorporate, and have prefumed to make By-Laws or
Orders (all which are illegal and woid) by which they
Pretend to determine who has & Right to the Trade, how
many Apprentices and Fourneymen each Man [bakl keep
at one Time, and whom he [hall take, and a: what Prices
ak forts of Goods fball be wronght, and in what manner,
and 3f what Materials made, and many ovher things to
‘the like purpofe ; and have unlawfully confpired and pros
mifed to pus the [aid illegal By-Laws or Orders in Exe-
cution: And when many of the [aid Confpirators, by res-
Jon of their Mafters not fubmitsing to the [aid pretended
By-Laws or Orders, hawe been deftituze of Wark and Im-
, ploymens, in order vo lay & Neceffity on their Imployers to
comply with thewr unreafonable Demands, the [aid Clubs
have fupplied them with Money till they could again get
Imployment : And the faid wnlawful Clubs, by reafon of
their holding Correfpondence throughont feveral of the
Trading Towns in this Kingdom, and of their great Num-
bers, are becomme dangerous to the Publick Peace, and
thereby, efpecially in the Counties of Devon and Somerfes,
many nstorious Riots, Tumults and Diforders have been
committed, [rveral private Houfes broke opem, many of
oar good Subjelts affaulted, wounded, and put in Peril of
their Liwves, great Quantities of Woollen Goods, in part
Wronght, have been cut and [poiled, Prifins broke
open, and the Offenders, for the Chimss aferefaid,
hawe by Force been [et at Liberty, aud fome of the
Jaid Offenders, to skreen them from Juftice, have been
fent away with Tickets and Money frun their refpoftive
Clubs, to the grear Difturbance of the publick Pesce, and
to the Prejudice and Hindrance of the Woollen Manufa-
Eure of this Kingdom : And where fuch Tumults and
Riots have been, the Offenders have prefumed to continue
vogether committing fuch Riots and Tumults, notwith-
ftanding Proclamation hath been made, requiring them
%0 difperfe, purfuant to the Statste in that cafe made and
provided.  And whereas by an A paffed in the fecond
Year of the Reign of the late King Edward the Sixth,
Intstuled, The Bill of Confpiracies of Viftuallers
and Craftfmen, feveral fevere Penalties and Punifb.
ments ave enalted ard previded for fuch as fball un-
{awfully confederate and combine for feveral of the Pur-
pofes hersin before mentioned ; And by another Statute
made in the firff Year of our Reign, Intituled, An AG
for preveating Tumults and riotous Affemblies,
and for the more fpeedy and effe@ual punifhing
the Rioters, it is enatfed, that if any Perfins, to the
Number of twelve or more, being unlawfully, riotoufly,
and tumultuoufly sffembled togetber, to the Difturbance
of the publick Peace, at any Tims afier the laff Day of
Fuly, in the Tear of otr Lord oxe thoufand feven hundred
and fifteen, and being requived or commanded by one or
amore Fuftice or Fuftices of the Peace, of by the Sheriff of
ke County, or his Under-Sheriff, or by the Mayor, Rai-
_Uiff or Bailiffs, or other Head Officer or Fuflice of the
Peace of any Gity or Town-Gorporate, where fuch Affem-
blies (ball bey by Proclamation to bo made in the King's
Namey in the Form therein direded, vo Aifperfe thema
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[elves, and peaceably to depart to their Habitations, or
to their lawful Bufinefs, [ball, to the Number of twelve
or more (notwithffanding [uch Proclamation made) un-
lawfully, riotoufly, and sumulsuoufly remain or continue
together, by the Space of ome Hour after fuch Command
or Requcft made by Proclamation, shat then [uch contis
nuing rogcther, to the Number of twelve or more, after
[ach Command or Requeft made by Proclamatiin, fball be
adjudged Felony, without Benefit of Clergy, and the Ofa
fenders therein fball bewdisdged Felons, and [hall fuffer
Death as in Cafe of Felony, without Benefit of Clergys
And the desnolifbing or pullitig dvws, er beginning to des
molifb or pull dywn any Building, by Perfons wnlawfuly]
riotoufly and tumultuonfly affembled together; to the Di-
Surbance of the publick Peace, is shereby declared to be
Feliny, without the Bencfit of Clergy, and feveral other
Direltions are therein given Jor preventing Riots, and
the more [peedy and efedual punifbing Rioters, Anl
whereas the Commons in Parliainent affembled, have, by
sheir Addrefs, humbly befought us, thas she would be groa
cionfly pleafed to iffue our Royal Proclamation for puttsug
in Execution the Laws made againft unlawful Clubs and
Combinations, and for preventing Tumults and riotosns
Affemblics, and for the more [peedy and effeinal punifhe
ing Rivters, 10 which we have gracioufly condefcended ;
We bave therefore thought fit, by and with the Advice of
our Privy Council, to iffue this onr Royal Proclamatiop,
and we do bereby firilly probibit all our loving Subjefts
fiom holding Clubs or AfRmblies for bny of the Purpofis
beforementioncd, or for any other unlawful Purpefe whata
Joever, and from ading under the [ame in any Manne?,
under Pain of our higheft Difpleafure, and being profe
cuted for the fame with the wemoft Rigowr of Lew;
And we do hereby firifily charge and commund all our
Fudlges, Juftices of the Peace, and other Magifirates, thas
they Ao ufe their utmoff Endeavours to prevens and [ups
prefs all fuch unlawful Clubs, Confpiracies and Combi-
nations, and so put iy Executind the faid Laws, and all
other Laws againfl fuch unlawful Clubs and Combinas
tions, and for preventing Tumults and riotoss Affemblics,
and for the more [peedy and cfeSiual punifbing Riotbrs,
and that all our leving Swbjeits be aiding and afifting
therein,
Giveri at Our Court at Famess,
the Ninth Day of February
1719, in the Fourth Yeat of
our Reign.

God fave the KIN G.

Cofm/mgeh, Feb, 1. We bave Advice; thdt
the General Officers whom the King had or-
dered to repair to Norway, are arrived at
Flaftrand and are imbarking there for that
Kingdom. The lait Letters from Schwiné-
fund relate, that the Weather was fhll open
there, and that there had not yet been ahy
A&ion between the Danifth and Swedifh Ar-
mics, We have no Account yet that thé
Tranfports which failed from hence with
Meal for Norway, are arrived there ¢ Bat ’tig
knowm that onc of thofe Tranfports was
driven by Strefs of Weather on the Coaft
of the Ifland of Letfoe in the Cattcgat, and
loft with all her Lading. The young Prin-
cefs Charlotte who lately fell ill of the Small
Pox, it in a fair Way of Recovery. On Sun-
day laft M. Lodberg, Dean of the Cathedral
of this City, was confecrated Bifhop of the
Ifle of Fuhnen, the Ceremony being perform-
ed in the faid Cathedral, Some Swedifh Pri-
vatecrs having been cruifing of late in the
Paffage between thik Place and Lubeck, about
50 Merchant. Ships coming from that Pore
and from the listle Danifh Iflands, were obli-
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