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Escurial, September 11. 

OJM the 8th of August towards Night the 
Englilh Squadron appeared at the Island 
of Stromboli ; and the Marquess de Lede 

having the next Day sent an Officer of the Marine 
on board Admiral Byng who was at Anchor at 
C-pe Mortelli, to learn the Motive of his coming, 
he answered to that Inquiry, that he had written 
a Letter and appointed a Person to carry ir, and 
that he came only as a Fiiend and Mediator of 
Peace. 

The Letter was delivered into the Hands of the 
Marquess de Lede, and was in the fame Terms as 
that which he wrote near Cadii, and which was 
delivered to the King by Mr. Stanhope, notifying 
his Arrival, and his WLster's O ders to employ 
Force of Arms, in cafe his Majesty did not desist 
from his Enterprizes orTltaly : Only in this last 
Letter written to the Marquess de Lede there1 was 
this Variation, that instead of naming the Domi­
nions of the Archduke, he men ioned the Ki g-
dom of Sicily as a Part comprehended in the Neu­
trality of Italy. The Person who in the Name of 
Admiral Byng conferred with the JVJarquess de 
Lede, hiade very pressing Instances that; aU Opera­
tions of War might immediately cease, and a 
Suspension of Arms be speedily concluded. And 
it being answered on our Part, that this could not 
"be dons without having the necessary Orders first 
irpm Court, tlie Englishman was dismissed to re­
turn "on board ; but before he went;, the Marquess 
tte C,ed*e> reproached him with the convoying of 
J4~"f a'rpafls having German Infantry in them from 
Tuples ; this he excused, saying that those Tartans 
were* met near the Coast of Sicily, and. that his 
•Chief had judged it would not be proper to hinder 
their" Passage, seeing they were bound for Bijoles 
in Calabria, whither indeed they actually went; 

, OIL this Occasion he confirmed, that his General 
-was- hot come t a declare War, buc only as a Me­
diator of Peace, ".nd that he would not commit 
any1 Hostility. • 
_ Admiral Byng fceiiig told the Answer and Sen­

timents of the Marquess de Lede, -sent the Consul 
of his Nation residing in Messina, to acquaint -the 
Marquess, that within eight Days'hff would return 
.with his Squadron into that Neighbourhood, and 
then he hoped they Ihould eat a Soup together, feed­
ing by that Time the Marquess might receive Or­
ders for an intire Conclusion of Peace. 

On the t oth he entred the Faro with his whole 
-Squadron, standing to the Southward, our Fleet 
being gone the fame Course before : He held on 
his Way till he came into the Height of Syracusa, 

*and on the n t h coming up with the Rear-guard 
c f the Marquess Mari, he committed downright 
Hostility and all the Actions- of npen War. And 
though the King cannot perswade himself that this 
Proceeding (in which Breach of Faith has so great 
a Share} is tlie Act of the Englist* Nation, yet no 
"Body is ignorant that it is the Effect of the artful 
Projects of the Ministry at London, who are ca­
pable of attempting the greatest Wickedness, "to 

bring about rheir Designs, which <ire no less perni­
cious than fatal to the common Liberty. 

As our Naval Forces were divided into fivlt 
Squadrons ; and as by our-Advices it does noc yec 
appear, that afrer what passed with the Squadron 
of the Marquess Mari, the other four (including 
that which before went ro Malta, and 'tis said was 
returned) commanded by the Chiefs Ca*stagneta, 
Chacon, Guevam, and Cammock, engaged with 
the English ; as likewise On the" 12th both Fleets 
were ouc of Sight of Sicily ; we know not yet 
what has befallen either of them since. 

Extract" fi-ovi Sr Gcerge Byng's Letter to Collonel Stan-
h pe, to beb h.tn c mmuntcated to th. Court if Spain, 
da ed ths 10 b 1 Jim; O. S. frtm tn board the Bur-
si.ur, off the Goad f Sp in. 
I desire you will give me leave by you ro ac­

quaint h"s Catholick A ay sty of my A \ *» 
the Fleet in the Meditei>r"'ne n, and that I am 1. -
structed, in the King my aster's Name, to pro­
mote all Measures chat may co 1 jbute to V om.( 
posing all Differences r ii have arisen b a l e e n his*. 
Catholick Mijesty and th<J tmpercrur. 

But if his Catholick Majesty f". 11 n C please to 
accepc of the Mediation of our ,\ ster, h r his 
Friendly Offices, but continue* in the R sola a 
thac his Troops fliall attack t"".e Emperour s- T rri-
tories in Icaly, I must then acquaint y u, S/r, th c 
in that Cafe, I am cornrna-nded by t e K. g our 
Master, to. use'all the Pbwer of his Fleet, an i 
Forces with me, -tb m'afntain fas much as is p f-
sible for me to do) the Neutrality of Italy, ai d 
defend the Emperour's Territories therein, by op­
posing all Force that (hall endeavour to attack him 
in his Dominions there-

Extraft from "Sir George Byngs Letter tt the Marquess 
• de Lede, dated frtm in btard the. Barfleur, near the 

Fart tf Messina, tbt -itjtb is"fuly] O. - . 
His Catholick Majesty" the king of Spain making 

warlike Preparations for attacking Italy, and ha­
ving already actually siezed on pare of Sicily, 
without any War declared against thac King­
dom,——— the Consequence of which may be fol­
lowed wich further Designs to invade che King­
dom of Naples. 

1*fend chis GentltSman, Mr. Saunder^, who 
is my fifst Capcain, td w-tjc lipon your Excellency 
"wich che. Tenders of niy best Offices, fbr promo-
Cing the Measures chat may be advanced for fettling 
Peace in this Part of Europe. If rhey/h<Hi be ac­
cepted 6h the Pare of Spain, my Endeavours flials 
be likewise used wich the Viceroy of TtapleSi and* 
che ocher Generals, and Mstiisterrof the Eir\perour 
in seal"-/, foi Composing the Differences that have? 
arisen. , 

A Saspehsion oP Ai-mst and ForTjeararftre bY all 
Acts of Hostilicies on all Side^ beiite •Sfiiolu'cely 
necessai-y fpi- secting on foot- pi'o'per^Ne'gotTacrons 
of Peace ; I rlo, in my Master's NampJpW-ScKe to* 
-your Excellenty that ther^be ariirfirnldiateMOessal 
tion of Arms, and a Forbearance of all Acts of 

F Hostilities ton-Tall Sides, for the Space of T w o 
r - / Months, 


