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Efcurial, Ssptember 11,

N the 8th of Auguft towards Night the
Englifh Squadron appeared at the Ifland

of Stromboli ; and the Marquefs de Lede
havipg the next Day feot an Officer of the Marine
on board Admiral Byng who was at Anchor at
Cape Mortelli, to learn the Motive of his coming,
he anfwered to that Inquiry, that he had written
a Letter and appointed a Perfon to cerry it, and
that he came oaly as a Fiiend and Mediator of
Peace. .

The Letter was delivered into the Hands of the
Marquefs de Lede, and was in the fame Terms as
that which he wrote mear Cadiz, and which was
delivered to the King by Mr. Stanhope, notifying
his Arrival, and his fter’s O ders to employ
Force of Arms, in cafe pis Majefty did not dcfift
from his Enterprizes ogltaly : Only in this laft
Letter written to the Marquefs de Lede there was
this Variation, that inftead of naming the Domi-
niofis of the Archduke, he men ioned the Ki g-
dom of Sicily as a Part comprehended in the Neu.
trality of Italy. The Perfon who in the Name of
Admiral Byng conferred with the Marquefs de
Lede, made very prefling Inftances thag ali Opera-
tions of War might immediately ceafe, and a
Sufpenfion of Arms be fpeedily concluded. And
it being an{wered on our Part, that this could not
be done withaut having the neceffary Orders firft
Fipm Court, the Englithman was dilmiffed to re-
suarn-on board ; but before he went, the Marquefs
de Lede reproached him with the convoying of
14 Tarrans having German Infantry in them from
Naples ; this he excufed, faying that thofe Tartans
were: met near the Coaft of dicily, and that his
Chief had judged it would not be proper to hinder
theit Paflage, feeing they were bound for Bijoles
in Calabria, whither indeed they atually went;

. oL this Occafion he confirmed, that his General
was not come to declare War, bat only as a Me-
diator of Péace, and that he would not commit
any Hoftiliry, ¢

Admiral Byng being told the Anfwer and Sen-
tinients of the Marquefs de Lede, fent the Conful
of his Nation refiding in Meflina, to acquaint the
Marquefs, that within eight Days’he would retura
awith his Squadron into that Neighbourhood, and
then he hoped they fhould eat a Soup togethér, feey
ing by that Time the Marquefs might receive Or-
ders for an intire Conclufion of Peace.

On the toth he entred the Faro with his whole
.Squadron, ftanding co the Sopthward, our Fleet
being gone the fame Courfe before : He held on
his Way till he came into the Height of Syracufa,
-and 6n the 11th coming up with the Rear-guard
of the Marquefs Mari, he commijtted downright
Hoftility and all the A&ions of open War. And
thosigh the King cannor perfivade himfelf that this
Proceeding (in which Breach of Faith has fo great
a Share) is the A& of the Englifh Nation, yet no
‘Body is ignorant that itis the Effe&t of the artful
Projelts of the Miniftry at London, who are ¢a-
pable of attempting the greateft Wickednefs, yo

bring about their Defigns, which dre no lefs perni-
cious than fatal to the commen Liberty.

As our Naval Forces were divided into five
Squadrons ; and as by our-Advices it does not yet
appear, that after what pafled with the Squadren
of the Marquefs Mari, the other four (including
that which before went to Malta, and *tis faid was
returned) commanded by the Chiefs Caftagneta,
Chacon, Guevarra, and Cammock, engaged with
the Englith ; as likewife on the 12th both Fleets
were out of Sight of Sicily ; we know not yet
what has befallen either of them fince.

Extralt from S'r George Byng’s Letier to Collonel Stana
b pe, r0beb h.m ¢ mmunicated to thr Gours of Spain,
da ed thr 20 ho Fune, O. S. from o board the Bara
fl.ur, off she Goalt f Sp .

I defire you will give me leave by ycu to aca

quaint h's Catholick M 3j fty of my A

the Flget in the Meditefrane n, and that § am 1. -

firufted, in the King my  after’s Name, to pro-

mote all Meafures thar may ca iibuteto I om-
pofing all Differences ¢ 4t have atifen between his,

Carholick Mjefty and thé Emperour.

But if his Catholick Mejefty fa 1l ot plesfe to
accept of the Mediation of our X fter, h r his
Friendly Offices, but continues in the R fola n
that his Troops fhall attack the Emperours T rri-
tories in Italy, I muft then acquainty u, Sir,th £
in that Cafe, I am commanded by t e K. g our
Mafter, to. ufe’ all thé Power of his Fleet, and
Forces with me, .to maintain (as much as 1s p 1=
fible for me to do) the Neatrality of Italy, ai d
defend the Emperour’s Terrjtories therein, by op-
pofing all Force that fhall endeavouy to artack him
in his Dominions theré.

Extrast from Sir George Byig's Letter to the Morquefs
- de Lede, dated from on board the Barfleur, near the

Faro of Meffina, the 29th of Fuly, O. 5.

His Catholick Majefty the King of Spain making
warlike Preparations for attacking Iraly, and ha-
ving already a&ually fiezed on part of Sicily,
without any 'War ‘deflared agoinft that King-
doit, the Confequence of which may be fol-
lowed with further Defigns to invade the King-
dom of Naples.

——T fend chis Gentléman, Mr. Saunderg, who
is my fifft Captain, to w4jc bpon yonr Excellency
‘Wwith the Tenders of miy belt Offices, for promo-
ting the Meafures that may be advanced for fertling
Peace in this Part of Europe. If chey fhdl] be ac-
cepted bh the Part of Spain, my Endeavonrs fhall
be likewife ufed with the Viceroy of Naples; and
the other Generals, and Mihifters of che Emperour
in {_Ical){, Poﬁ compofing the Differences that have
arifen.
| A Safpenfion of' Afms] and Foibegragice ¥ all
A&s of Hoftilities on all Sides beidd hb{Shirely
neceflary for fetting on foor propét N€gotiariong
of Peace ; 1 do, in my Mifter’s Name, }pf6fdfe to!
“your Excellenty that ther®be an' ifimtdiale'Ceflal
tion of Arms, and a Forbearance of all A&s of
; Hoftilitiey onsall Sideg, for the Space of Two

: Months,




