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T the Court at St Fames's, the éth Day of
Fanuary, 1718. )
His Majefty in Council was this Day pleafed to
appoint the following Sheriffs, viz.

Berks, Richard Thompfon ¢f Cooley, Ef4;
Cumberland, John Ponfonby, Ef7;
Devon, William Cholwiche, Jun. Ef7;
Dorfet, Alexander Thiftlethwayt, E/4;
Hertford, James Fleete, Efg;
Kent, John Hamilcon, £fg; °
Norfolk, Thomas Coleman, Jun. Ef7;
Surry, Nathanicl Roffey, Efg;
Worcefter,  John Dennet, Efg;

Wales,
Brecon, Price Devereux, Efg;
Merioneth,  Ellis Jones of Nantbider, Efg; |

Paris, Jan. 14. The following Declaration
in the King of Spain’s Name, has been fent
hither from the Court of Madrid. It is
thought very extraordinary, as it is certainly
without. Example, for a Crowncd Head not
only to own and juftify the treacherous Pra-
tices of his Ambafladour to fubvert this Go-
vernment, by fuch violent Means as that Am-
bafladour himfclf fays in his Letters would
have endangered the Life of the King as well
as of the Regent, but to parfuc the fame De-
fign openly, Ey fuch Applications as no Prince
ever made before to the Subjeéls of another.
This Condu&t has very contrary Effe@s to
what the Court of Madrid had bhoped for:
*The Parliament of Bourdeaux have already
treated it with a juft Iodignation 3 it is ex-
pefted their Example will be followed by the
other Parliaments 5 and this extravagant Mani-
fefto which is univerfally attributed. to the
‘Wildnefs of Cardinal Alberoni, feems to have
ftrengthened the Regent’s Intereft throughout
the Kingdom.

A Deslaration by the Catholick King, the 25th
of December 1718,

The KING.

THE Advice which I' have received from

all Parts, that of late great Magazines have
been forming on the Frontiers of gFrancc, and
that the Generals are already named who
are to command an Army there, divers other
military Preparations, dnd laftly the Oatrage
newly done contrary to the Rights of Na-
tions to my Ambafladour, give me Ground
to believe, that againft all Reafon an Irrup-
tion is jntended to be made into my Domi-
niond. So irrcgular and barbarous a Proceed-
ing is the morg furprizing to me, becaule it
is evident that the moft Chriftian King my
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deareft Nephew has no Part in it, being ina,
capable from his tender Years, and yet morg
from the Sweeenefs of his Difpofition, of fo
black an A&ion. Necither ought it to be
imputed to a Nation which 1 tenderly love,
and to which I am tied by fuch firi€t Bands.
None is ignorant, that befides my being born
and brought up in its Bofom, it united its
Foroes with thofe of my faithful Subjells,,
and that in Concert with them it has main-
tained me dn the Throne of Spain, at the
Expence even of its Blood, and in Spite of
the utmoft Efforts of almoft all Europe com-
bined againft me. This dcteflable Projeét
therefore not being to be imputed to the King
my dcareft Nepbew, with whom 1 propofeto
maintain all my Life an affe€tionate and fin-
ccre Correfpondence, nor to thg Nation which
is fo dear to me, and has facrificed all for
me, cannot but be the Work of a private Per-
fon whofc premcditated Defigns for a lon
time are but too well known ‘in the World.
Poﬁcrity will hardly believe, that he fhoald
have fo divefted himfclf of all Senfe of Reli-

ion and Humanity, as for gaining his own
%Inds to trample upon the moft {acred Rights,
of his native Country, of a Pupil King, of the
Blood of France, and that he fhould break anm
Union which coft the Lives of -2 Million of
Men, and for which the King my Grandfather
hazarded every Thipg, even his own Kingdom,
in a Perfwafion that the Prefervation and
Happinefs of the twe Crowns depended on it,
andpthat he thereby put an End to cvcrlaﬂin[g
Wars between two Neighbouring Kings, whofe
Concord is of equal Importance to the Quict
of all Europe, and to that of the Two Na-
tions. Tt cannot be doubted, that the faithful
Subjefls of the King my deareft Nephew are
frightened and fcandalized at fo monftruous a
Novelty, elpecially knowing that during the
Minority of the King ncither War can be de-
chred, nor any thiog whatever underfaken
which may be of very faal Confequence to
the whole Nation, without the Confent of the
States, becaufe the Statés are the only Truflees
of the Authority of a Pupil King, and have
the Defence of the Kingdom folely in theis
Charge.

No Frenchgan, however prepoﬂEITcd and -
feduced by falie and fpecious Prejudices, but if
he refle&t ever fo little, muft at leaft agree, that
*tis not imr the Power of a private Perfon to
make a wronlg Ufe of the Name and Authority
of a Minor King to engagé the whole Nation
in 2 War which cannot but be ¥ery fatal to it,
becaufe it is very likely that the War being

once



