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Constantinople, August iS. 

CO U N T Virmont, the Imperial Ambassadour, 
having been informed in his Journey hither, 
that contagious Distempers were rite in this 

City and the adjacent Suburbs, did not think proper 
to go directly to Pel to the House fitted up there lor 
his Reception ; and thei 'fore dilpatdied to the Otto­
man Court M. Dirling, Secretary to the Imperial Em­
bassy, and M. Theils Imperial I, * oreter, to desire 
that some healthful Place without th City might be 
assigned him ; accordingly the Court gave Old rs to 
prepare Tents for him 111 two Gardens, lying three 
Miles Distant from the City Walls. O n t h e 31st of 
July his Excellency arrived in this Neighbourhood 
\\ ith his Retinue, coming last from Ponte Grande, 
and encamped under his Tents as usual.. His Excel­
lency was met in his March near Ponte Piccolo by an 
Interpreter, sent by the Deputies of the Republick of 
Ragufa residing at the Ottoman Court, who com­
plimented him on their Part, and assured him of the 
Republick's Esteem and Respect sor his Imperial 
Majesty; for which Compliment the Ambassadour 
returned them Thanks jn a very obliging Manner. 
Immediately after the Ambassadour's Arrival m this 
Neighbourhood, he sent Major Baron Seebach, Mar­
shal ofthe Embassy, to compliment the Grand Vizier, 
and to acquaint him with his Excellency's Arrival. 
On the first of August the Grand Vizier lent the In­
terpreter of the Otoman Court, and a little while af­
ter, to shew his particular Esteem for the Ambassa­
dour's Person, an Aga (which was never done to 
any before him) to return the Compliment, and to 
present him with Sweet-Meats and Fruits- That 
Day his Excellency sent to notify his Arrival to 
the Foreign Ministers, viz. Baren Locher de Lin-
denheim to Mr. Staman, Minister of Great Bri­
tain ; Baron Studenitz to the Marquess de Bo-
nac Minister of France ; and M. Wetstein to Count 
Collier, Minister of the States General; who all 
returned him their Compliments. On the id the 
Ottoman Court sent to desire his Excellency to take 
his Audience of the Grand Seignior during their 
Ramezan, and to be pleased to be present at the 
Distribution of Pay to the Janizaries. To which his 

"Excellency readily consenting, he gave Orders, not­
withstanding the Shortness of Time, to prepare 
for his Entry. On the jd his solemn Entry into 
Constantinople was made. That Morning at Five 
a-Clock arrived at the Ambassadour's Tents a great 
Number of Horses finely tuinifhed, out QI' the Grand 
Signior's Stables, for the Service of his Excellency, 
the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Officer*) of his Re­
tinue. At Seven a-Clock arrived there the chief InTr.r-~ 
preter ofthe Ottoman Court, with aCompliment Irom 
the Grand Vizier; and soon after theSignal was given 
by Sound of Trumpet to mount. The March to theCi­
ty was perform'd with the fame*Splendour, and inthe 
fame Order as was represented on the i "th of April 
last at Vienna, when the Ambassadour went to his 
Audience of Leave ofthe Einperour, except that there 
were six Coaches more with fine Sets of Horses. 
Half Way frosi the City they were met by the Chiaus 
Bashaw, with two Generals of the Cavalry, and a 
great Number of Chief Officers, who received the 
Ambassadour, and marched before him on Horse­
back. A Mile from the City they stopped at a 
Seat belonging to the Grand, Seignior, where an 
Entertainment was prepared for the a\mbassadour 
and his Re t inue , his Excellency being served 
by the. Grand Vizier's" Pages, which is an Honour 
unusual on such Occasions. An Hour and a half after 
they proceeded in the fame Order, wi th Colours fly­
ing, with the Musick of Hoboys, Trumpets, and 
Kettle-Drums, and Drums beating, the Imperial 
Grenadiers carrying their Fire-Arms shouldered, ind 
tjre Officers having their Bayonets fixed to the Muz­
zles of their Piec«s: They passed through great part 
"of the City, the Janizaries with their Officers being 
ranged on borh Sides of the Streets. The Grand Sig-
nioi" himself andthe Grand Vizier came incognito to 
fee the March, which for its Pomp and Magnificence, 
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particularly with regard to the Habits of the Ambassa­
d o r ' s Retinue, was universally admired by the Inha­
bitants both Turks and others. O n t h e 5th the Im­
perial Ambassadour went to pay his Visit to the 
Grand Vizier, in the fame Order which had been ob­
served at his Entry, except that the Trumpets, Ket-
tle-Drums, Hoboys, and Colours were left behind, 
as bein? unusual in the like Visits. The Ambassadour's 
Grenadiers were left to Guard his Tents, and his Ex­
cellency was attended only by his Heidukes, with 
their Scimitars by their Sides, and their Maces in 
their Hands: His Excellency was mounted on a Horse 
which had been sent him by the Grand Vizier ; he 
entered the furthermost Court of the Grand Vizier's 
Palace, and alighted at the Door of his Apartment. 
The Emperour's Letter to the Grand Vizier was deli­
vered to him by Count Bathian, and that of Prince 
Eugene by Captain Osbchlewitz. The Grand Vizier 
presented the Ambassadour with a Robe lined with 
Sables, besides the Horse which he had mounted, an 
Honour not usual in Visits pi other Ambassadours : 
The Gentlemen of his Retinue were presented with 
Caftans, or Turkish Vests. The 8th of August being 
fixed for the Ambassadour's Audience of che Sultan, 
the Ceremonies of which are fo many that they take 
up a long time, the Procession began two Hours be­
fore Sun-rife by the Light of Flambeaux. The Am­
bassadour fate in a Coach, dressed in a rich Habit of 
State, attended by his Heidukes on both sides. He 
was received by the Chiaus Bashaw at the City Gate, 
where he mounted on Horseback, and was conducted 
to the Seraglio : The Ambassadour's Retinue alighted 
in the first Court, as did his Excellency at the Gate 
of the innermost Court ; from thence he went to.tha 
Hall 0/ the Divan, where all his Retinue was admit­
ted, the Heidukes and Footmen excepted. Upon hii 
entring the Hall,the Grand Vizier rofefrom his Seat, 
which was placed fronting the Door, and covered 
with silk Tapestry ; on his Right at three or four 
Paces Distance fat the Captain Pafliaw or Admiral, 
and on the Left likewise at some Distance, the two 
Cadilefqucrs, or chief Judges of Anatolia and Ro-
melia. A Chair covered with Scarlet Cloath, laced 
with Gold, being brought for the Ambassadour, he 
fat down, and heard a Law-suit determined. He af­
terwards fat down on a Bench covered with Clqtb, 
on the Right Hand of che Grand Vizier, over-agalnst 
which fat j Tefterdars or Treasurers, and behirid 
them the Reis Effendi or Secretary of State, Mehe-
met Effendi, the id Plenipotentiary at the Treaty of 
Passarowitz, with several other Esiendis and Officers. 
Then Notice was given to the Grand Vizier, that 
an Order in Writing from the Grand Seignior, dia. 
rested to him for paying the Janizaries, was doming ; 
at which he immediately role and went to meet i' 
without the Divan, kissing it with Marks ot greac 
Veneration; he ordered the Money designed for 
that Payment to be brought into the Hall of the 
Divan, which was done accordingly, and it was laid 
aiown in order on the Floor in 2400 Purses. Then 
the Janizaries were called and received their Money 
at the Door in the Order contained in a wri t ten 
List, which was read aloud. After them the Spahis 
or Horse, received their Pay, as did also the Gun­
ners and other Soldiers, which took up about three 
Hours Time, during which the Grand Vizier invi­
ted the Ambassadour to an Entertainment prepared 
for h im; but the Strictness of the Turkish Law nOt 
permitting the former to taste ot" any thing, by rea­
son of their Fast, the Ambassadour excused himself 
also, being unwilling to sit at Table by himself, and 
chusing rather to be a Spectator of the said Cere­
mony of paying the Forces ; but his Retinue were 
conducted to ao Entertainment prepared for them id 
another Room. Tbe Payment ot the Fortes beingj-
over, the Ambassadour was conducted into a Courr, 
where a great Number of she Chief Ministers and 
Officers of the Court attended, as likewise all the 
Jaiiizaries ^ there, his Excellency liad a Robe of Sables 
put about him, as usual, and above ioo Caftans were 
given to his Retinue. A while after the Grand Vi­
zier was sent for by the Sultan, and sooa returned 


