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Naples, February 9.

N the 14th of laft Month Sir George Byng,
with the Tran{ports under his Convov, ha-
ving on board General Mercy with the laft

Body of the Imperialifts, confifting of o000 Foot and
roco Horfe, failed from the Port of Meflina for Tra-
%jvm ; but before they could get out of the Phare, the

ind coming about and blowing hard, forced them
1n again ; and it was the 21ft hetore they could get
their Paflage through. On the z5th, being in the
Heighth of Palermo, and meeting with contrary
Winds and hard Gales, the Fleet was obliged to
bear up for Melazzo ; but Sir George Byng Eaving
General Mercy on board his own Ship (the Bar-
fleur,) he beatup to Windward, and got to Trapani
the 29th.  They tound the Imperial Troops can-
toned from old Trapani along the Coalfts to Mar-
fala and Mazara; and the Spanith Army from Al-
camo by Saleme to Caftel-Vetrano, fortifying the
firft and laft Poits with Intrenchments and fome
Redoubts with Barteries of Cannon. The Marquefs
de Lede was faid to have with him about 9000%00:
and 3000 Horfle, having left a few Treops about Ca-
tania, Caftrogiovane, and in Augufta, and the Block-
ade before Syracufe. The Country between the
two Armies beia_]g eaten bare, and the Imperialifts
being under Difhculeies for want of Forrage, Gene-
ral Mercy took a Refolution to march towards the
Enemy with the Forces he had, without waiting
many Days for the Tran{portsfrom Melazzo ; though
being obliged to leave Garrifons in Mazara and Mar-
fala, Old and New Trapani, and in fome other Pofts
thereabouts, he could not take with him more than
8000 oot and about 2000 Horfe, (unlefs the Troops
with the Convoy from Melazzo fhould timely arrive:)
But with thefe he propofed to advance the §th or 6th
of this Moath, to try to make fome Attempt on the
Enemy, or at leaft to extend his Forces fo as to be
able to {ubfift his Cavalry. Sir George Byng left him
onthe 3d Inftant, and came hitherin the Barfleur
which is now carreening, leaving Cdptain Saunders
with four or five Ships and two Bomb-Veilels, and
ordering him to fend fome of them to cruife off Paler-
mo, to intercept any Succours that might be fent
from Spain, and himfelf to hold conftant Correfpon-
dence with General Mercy.

Naples, Feb.14. Yefterday came in from Trapani,
the Royal Oak, a Britith Man of War, with Letters
tor Sir George Byng trom Captain Saunders, giving
an Account, thar on the 4th Inftant a Trumpeter ar-
rived at Trapani, with a Lecter from the Marquels de
Lede for General Mercy, defiring a Paffport tor Ma-
jor General Ponte with 12 Horfe or Dragoons ac-
companying him, to make certain Propofitions to

General Mercy on the Part of the Marquefs de Lede.

The General immediately difpatched a Paffport, as alfo
a Trumpeter of his own for Sig. Ponte’s greater Se-
curity. The sth in the Night General Mercy re-
ceived Intelligence, that the Spaniards had abandon-
ed Cafte)- Vetrano, and withdrawn the Troops and

Artillery they had there into the Neighbourhood of
Alcamo. The 7th in the Atternoon Sig. Ponte arrived
at General Mercy’s Quarters, and declared to him,
that the Marquefs de Lede had commiffioned him to
offer in his lgame to evacuate Sicily, on Condition
all his Troops fhould be tranfported tnto the Spanifh
Dominions, in order to which he propofed a Sufpena
fion of Arms. General Mercy anfwered, that he had
neither Orders nor Powers to agree to fuch Propo-
fals: Yet would venture to confent to a Sufpenfion of
Arms for fix Weeks, provided Palermo were
forthwith puc into his Hands, with the Southern
Part of Sicily, and that the Marquefs retired wich
al} his Forces to Caftrogiovane in the Middle of the
Hland, ull the Sentiments of the refpetive Courts
were known. Sig. Ponte was fent back with this
Anfwer on the 1oth, and General Mercy defigned
to march towards the Spaniards on the r3th, though
the Troops with the Convoy from Melazzo were not
yet arrived. The faid General having thoughe fit to
difpatch Collonel Bellaire to the Emperour on this
Qccalion, he came over hither in the Royal Oak, and
is gone on for Vienna. \

Paris, Feb. 28. A Proclamation, in his moft Chri-
ftian Majefty’s Name, is printed, and gub_lickly afhx-
ed as ufual, exprefly forbidding all Subjeéts of the
Emperour, of the Kin$ of Great Britam, and of the
States General ot the United Provinces, who have
been already or fhall hereatter be declared Kebels, to
come into or abide 1n this Kingdom, and commandin
all fuch Subje@s who are declared Rebels and are
now refiding 1n any part whatever of his Dominions,
to depart the fame within the Space of eight Days ;
on pain of being feized and imprifoned, and punifhed
for difobeying his Majefty’s Orders.

Whitehall, Feb. 22.

Whereas Information has been given upon Oath, that
Fobn Silver, jun. of Surtom Scotney, in the County of
Southampton, Yeoman, was on the 23d of December
laft robbed, and very barbaroufly murdered by swo Higha
waymen in Popham lane, 1 che [aid County; which
Highwaymen rode upon two grey Geldings, and one of
them was a fair bandfome middlc-fized Man, wearing &
light-coloured greac Cont, and light Wig 5 thé other &
black-favoured tall lufly Man, wesring & clofebodied
brown grea: Coat, and lLghtifb Wig, baving a large
Scar or burnt Mark in his Cheek : His Majefly is gracis
oufly p'eafed to promifeto fuch Perfon or Perfens who fball
difcover and apprehend the [aid Highwaymen, [o a5 they
be brought to Faftice, the Sum of One Hundred Pounds for
each, over and above the Reward given by Law in fuch
Cafes. And whereas by the fame Infermation upon Qath, it
appears that it was by theHand of the abovs deferibed black
tall lufty Man the (aid Fobn Silver was murdered, bis
Majefly is pleafed to promufe the Reward aferefaid, toge-
ther with his gracious Parden,to the above.defcribed fair
middle-fized Men, upon his Difcovering the faid Murde-
rer, and caufing bim vo bs apprehended and brought to

Fuflice.,
J. CRAGGS.



