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Naples, February 9. 

ON the 14th of last Month Sir George Byng, 
with the Transports under his Convov, ha­
ving onboard General Mercy with the last 

Body of the Imperialists, consisting of sooo Foot and 
rooo Horse, sailed from the Pore of Meffina for Tra­
pani ; but besore they could get out ofthe Phare, the 
Wind coming about and blowing hard, forced them 
in again ; and it was the u s t before they could get 
their Passage through. On the 25th, being in tiie 
Heighth ot Palermo, and meeting with contrary 
Winds and hard Gales, the Fleet was obliged to 
bear up for Melazzo ; but Sir George Byng having 
General Mercy on board his own Ship (the Bar-
fieur,) he beat up to Windward, and got co Trapani 
the 29th. They found the Imperial Troops can­
toned from old Trapani along the Coasts to Mar­
sala and Mazara; and the Spanilh Army from Al-
camo by Saleme to Castel-Vetrano, fortifying the 
first and last Posts with Intrenchments and some 
Redoubts with Batteries of Cannon. The Marquels 
de Lede was said to have with him about 9000 root 
and 3000 Horse, having left a sew Troops about Ca­
tania, Castrogiovane, and in Augusta, andthe Block­
ade before Syracuse. The Country between the 
two Armies being eaten bare, and the Imperialists 
being under Difficulties for want of Forrage, Gene­
ral Mercy took a Resolution to march towards the 
Enemy with the Forces be had, without waiting 
many Days forthe Transports from Melazzo ; though 
being obliged to leave Garrisons in Mazara and Mar­
sala, Old and New Trapani, and in (ome other Posts 
thereabouts, he could not take with him more than 
8000 foot and about zooo Horse, (unless the Troops 
with the Convoy from Melazzo should timely arrive:) 
But with these he proposed to advance the 5th orffth 
of this Month, to try to make some Attempt on the 
Enemy, or at least to extend his Forces so as to be 
able to subsist his Cavalry. Sir George Byng left him 
on the 3d Instant, and came hither in tlie Barfleur 
which js now carreening, leaving Captain Saunders 
with four or five Ships and two Bomb-Vessels, and 
ordering htm to fend some ofthem to cruise ofTPaler-
jno, to intercept any Succours that -might be sent 
from Spain, and himself to hold constant Correspon­
dence with General Mercy. . 

Naples, Feb.**,. Yesterday came in from Trapani, 
the Royal Oak, a Britifli Man of War, with Letcers 
for Sir George Byng from Captain Saunders, giving 
an Account, thac on the 4th Instant a Trumpeter ar­
rived at Trapani, with a Letcer from che Marquess de 
Lede for General Mercy, desiring a Passport tor Ma­
jor General Ponte with ia Hotse or Dragoons ac­
companying him, to make certain Propositions to 
General Mercy on the Part of the Marquess de Lede. 
The General immediately dispatched a Passport, as also 
a Trumfierer of his own for Sig. Ponte's greater Se­
curity. Tlie *;th in the Night General Mercy re­
ceived Intelligence, that the Spaniards had abandon- I 
ed Castel-Vetrano, and withdrawn the Troops and * 

Artillery they had there into the Neighbourhood o£ 
Alcamo. The 7th in the Atternoon Sig. Ponte arrived 
at General Mercy's Quarters, and declared to him, 
that the Marquess de Lede had commissioned him to 
offer in his Name to evacuate Sicily, on Condition 
all his Troops should be transporced into the Spanish 
Dominions, in order to which he proposed a Suspen. 
sion of Arms. General Mercy answered, that he had 
neither Orders nor Powers to agree to such Propo­
sals: Yet would venture to consent to a Suspension oF 
Arms for six Weeks, provided Palermo were 
forthwith puc inco his Hands, with the Southern 
Pare of Sicily, and that the Marquess retired with 
all his Forces to Castrogiovane in the Middle of the 
Island, till the Sentiments of the respective Courts 
were known. Sig. Ponte was sent back with this 
Answer on the ioth, and General Mercy designed 
to march towards the Spaniards on the 13th, though 
the Troops with the Convoy from Melazzo were not 
yet arrived. The said General having thought fit to 
dispatch Collonel Bellaii'e to the Emperour on this 
Occasion, he came over hither in che Royal Oak, and 
is gone on for Vienna. 1 

Paris, Feb. 48. A Proclamation, in his most Chri­
stian Majesty's Name, is printed, and publickly affix­
ed as usual, exprefly forbidding-all Subjects ofthe 
Emperour, of che King of Greac Britain, and of the 
States General of the United Provinces, who hive 
been already or (hall hereafter be declared Rebels, to 
come into or abide in this Kingdom, and commanding 
all such Subjects who are declared Rebels and are 
now residing in any part whatever of his Dominions, 
to depart the fame within the Space of eighc Days ; 
sn pain of being seized and imprisoned, and punished 
for disobeying his Majesty's Orders. 

Whitehall, Feb. 22. 
Whereas Insirmatitn has been given upon Oath, that 

John Silver, jun. rf Sutton- Scotney, in the County of 
Southampton, Yeoman, was on the z]d of December 
last ribbed, and very barbarously murdered by two High­
waymen in Popham lane, m the said County; which 
Highwaymen rode upen two grey Geldings, and tne of 
them was a fair handsome middle-sized Man, wearing * 
light-coloured great Coat, and light Wig ; thi other a 
black-favoured tall lusty Man, wearing a cUJe-bodiei 
brown great Ctat, and lightish Wig, baving a large 
Scar ir burnt Mark in his Cheek : His Majesty is graci­
oufly p'eased ti pnmise ttfuch Person or Perfins who jball 
discover and apprehend thi said Highwaymen, si at they 
be brtught to Justice, the Sum of One Hundred Pounds jor 
each, over and above the Reward given by Law in such 
Cases. And whereas by tbe fame Inftrmatien upon Oath, it 
appears that it was by theHand of the above described black 
tall lusty Man thesaid John Silver was murdered, hit 
Majesty is pleased to premise the Reward aftresaid, toge­
ther with his gracious Pardon, to thi above.described fait 
middle-sized Man, upon bis Discovering the said Murde­
rer, and causing him to be apprehended and brought tt 
Justice. 

J. CRAGGS. 


