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From Zuelvap May 3. to Daturdap May 7. 1720,

From on board the Barfleur in the Road of Trapani,
April 10, N, §.
Frer {everal Meflages beeween the Impe-
A rial and Spanifh Camps, relating toaTrea-
Aty for a Ceflation of Arms, wicthout Ef-
fe&; General Mercy and Admiral Byng judged
it neceffary to write a Letter on the 3:{t of laft
Month to the Marquefs de Lede, defiring his po-
fitive Anfwer whether he had full Powers to treat
of a Sufpenfion of Arms and of the Evacuarion
of Sicily and Sardinia, and in Cafe he had, pro-
pofing an Interview at a Houfe called the Caf-
fine du Roffigno! between the two Camps, lea-
ving it to him to appoint the Day and the Num-
ber of Guards he would bring with him. On
the 1ft Inftant the Marquefs de Lede fent a Trum-
peter wich a Letter to ecquaint General Mercy and
Admiral Byng,that the next Dayat Noon he would
meet them at the Caoffine they had propofed, at-
tended by 200 Horfe. They all met accordingly,
and in the Conference they had together the Mar-
uels de Lede acknowledged that he knew the
%ing his Mafter had figned the Quadruple Alli-
ance, and did not doubt his Intention was to eva-
cuate Sicily purfuant to the Treaty; but declared
he had not Orders to treat about it, that he ex-
pected full Pewers and Inftru&ions very foon, and
wilhed that in the mean while a Ceflation of Arms
might be agreed on. He was asked what Propo-
fals he had to make for that Purpofe, he anfwer-
ed norie, unlels that each Army {hould remain on
the Ground they pofleffed, till he fhould receive
Orders to treat of the Evacuation, General Mercy
and Admiral Byng not judging it reafonable that
the Imperialifts thould be reftrained to a Tra& of
Country where they could not well fubfift them-
felves, asked the Marquefs de Lede,whether in Cafe
they thould confent to his keeping Poflsflion of Pa-
lermo,he had Power to agree to give up to the Im-
perialifts Augufta and the other Pofts on the other
Side of the Ifland, which were now of no man-
ner of ufe to him, and fo he might draw to his
Army the Garrifons and Troops he had on that
Side, in order to the Evacuation ; he replied, that
he could nor yield up or quit the Pofleflion of any
Part of the Ifland till he had received Ocders from
the King his Mafter; and thereupon he read
Part of his Inftrultions: On the other hand Ge-
neral Mercy produced Part of the Inftru&tions he
had from the Emperour, which ordered him te
agree to a Sufpenfion of Arms for proceeding to
the Evacuation of Sicily and Sardinia, and to con-
cert with the Marquefs de Lede the neceflary Con-
ditions for facilitating the fame, and for adjufting
this Affair by all reafonable Meafures; but di-
reting him, cthat if the Marquefs de Lede fhould
alledge hie had not Orders, or fhould evadg them
to gain Time under Pretence of fending to Ma-
drid for further Inftru&ions, and fhould decline
naming a reafonable Term for beginning to im-
bark Part of his T'roops, in fuch Cafe he (General
Mercy) fhould make ufe of Arms to wblige the
Marquefs de Lede to execute the Treaty which the

Minifter of Spain had figned at the Hague. At
the fame time General Mercy told the Marquefs de
Lede, that che 17th of April was underftood to be
the Term on whichthe Evacuation ought to begin;
buc that if it was notpoflible for him to begin it fo
foon, he would make no Difficulty of lengthening
that Term fome Days, provided the Evacuation
were in fome Manner or other fettled between
them. GeneralMercy offered him likewife the Tran-
fports which were kept in Readinefs for his Ser-
vice, and aflured him that he would accommodate
his Troops at their Imbarkation, and oblige him
in any thing elfe that he could reafonably demand.
Admiral Byng gave him the like Affurances on
his Part, and chat he fhould have fuch a Convoy
of the King his Matter's Ships as he fhould de-
fire. The Conference pafled without the leaft Heat,
the Marquefs de Lede owning that all che Gene-
ral and Admiral had faid was reafonable, and pros
fefling that be was forry he had not Orders, So the
Conference was ended without any Refelution ta-
ken. On the 4th Inftant Captain Falkit gham of the
Orford, who had cruifed off Palermo and inter-
cepted a Felucca which had been difpatched by
Cardinal Acquaviva at Rome to the Marquefs de
Lede with Packets of Letters, brought thofe
Packets to Admiral Byng at Caftel Vetrano.
General Mercy and the Admiral agreed to fedd
them unopened to the Marquefs de Lede. On
the sth the Admiral lefc the Camp and returned
to Trapani; and the Imperial Army marched
from Caftel Vetrano towards the Spaniards. This
Evening an Officer fent by General Mercy came
on Board, and gave the Admiral an Account, that
the Imperial Army had advanced on the 7th %o
Sta. Nympha, on the 8th to Fournarée, and on the
gth to Alcamo; and that the Spanith Army had
decamped from Alcamo the 7th in the Evening
with Precipitation, leaving fome of their Sick
behind them. The Imperialifts having taken Pofy
{eflion of the Caltle in the Gulph of Caftellamare,
which the Spaniards has abandoned, General Mer-
cy had written to Admiral Byng, to defire him
to fend hum a Supply of Provifions from Trapani
thither by Sea.

From on board the Barfleur in the Road of Trapani,
April 12, N, S. This Morning Baron Neyperg
arrived from General Mercy, to confer with Ad-
miral Byng about the neceflary Difpofitions for
fupplying the Imperial Army with Provifions
and Ammunition by Sea. Which Difpofitions
being fettled between them, the faid Earon is
gone back; and it is believed General Mercy will
march again from Alcamo towards the Spanith
Army, or towards Palermo, within thefe three
Days. But it is hoped that before he approaches
either of them, the Marquefs de Lede will receive
proper Orders to agree at once upon a Ceflarion
of Arms and the Manner of evacuating Sicily. On
the 8th the Marquefls de¢ Lede decamped from
Valguarnera, and en the oth remaoved to Mone
treal, Which was three Marches diffant from
Alcamg.
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