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Letter from, she Right Homourable ths Lord Viftount
Townfhend, ane of His Majcfly's Principal Secretavies
of State, so the Right Homourable the Lord Masyor of
London,

Whitehall, May 8, 171a.
My Lord,

IS Majefty having Nothing more at
Heart than the Peace and Safety of his
gnod City of London, the Prote&tion of

its Inhabitants, and the Supportof Publick Cre-

dit, has commanded me to acquaint your Lord-
thip, that he has reccived repsated and unquefti-
onable Advices, that feveral of his Subjeéls, for-
getting the Allegiance they owe to his Majefly,
as well as the natural Love they ought to bear to
their Country, have entred into a wicked Con-

{piracy, in Concert with Traytors abroad, for

raifing a Rebellion in this Kingdom in Favour of

a Popifh Pretender, with a Traiterous Defign to

overthrow our excellent Conftitution both in

Church and State, and to {ubje&@ a Proteftant Free

People to Tyranny and Superftition : Bur | am

‘periwaded, that it will be a great Satisfattion to

your Lordfhip and the City to find, thac at the

fame time that I am ordered to inform you of
this Defign, I am likewife commanded by his Ma-
jelty to let you know, that heis firmly affared
that the Aurhors of it neither are, nor will be
fupported, noreven conptenanced by any Foreign

Power. Auod as his Majcfty has had timely No-

tice of their wicked Machinations, and has made

the proper Difpofitions for defeating them, he
has ne Reafon to doubt, but by the Continuance
of the Blefling of Almighty God, and the ready

Affiftance of his faithful Subje&ts, this Effort of

the Malice of his Enemies will be turned to

their own Confufion.

His Majefty makes no Doubt but yonr Lord-
fhip, purfuant to the Truft repofed in you, will,
in Conjun&ion with the other Magiftrates of his
good City of London, exert with the utmoft
Care and Vigilance your Authority at fo impor.
tant a Conjun@ure, for the Prefervation of the
Publick Peace, and the Security of the Citg.

1 am, &,
TOWNSHEND.

To the King’s moft Excellent Majefty,
The humble Addrefs of the Lord Mayor and

Court of Aldermen of the City of Lendon,

Moft Gracious Sovereign,

Y O U R Majefty having been gracioufly pleafed

to Ggnify to the Lord Mayor, how much
you have at Heart the Peace and Safery of your
City of London, the Prateftion of its Inhabitants,
and the Support of Publick Credit, and that your
Majefty has unqueftionable Advices of a wicked
ConfPiracy, entred into by fome of your Majefty’s
Spbje@s, in Concert with Traytors abroad, for
raifing a Rebellion in this Kingdom in Favour of
.a Popifh Pretender to your Majefty;s Crown.

We the Lord Mayor and Ceurt df Aldermen of
this City, moft humbly intreat your Majefty’s
Permiffion, to make thisour immediate approach
to your Royal Prefence, that we may return our
moft humble and unfeigned Thanks for this In-
flance of your Majefty’s tender and indulgent
Regard to your faithful and dutiful Subjelts of
this City, and that we may have Leave to give
your Majefty Aflurances of our fteady and unal-
terable Affe&tion and Zeal for your Royal Perfon
and Government, and for the continvance of the
Proteftant Succeflion in your Royal Family.

And it is an unfpeakable Satisfaltion to us, that
we can at the {fame time Congratulate your Maje-

fty on the happy Succefs of thefe Negotiations,
which have procured Affurances, thac thefe wick-
ed and traiterous Purpofes will not be fupported
or countenancd by any Foreign Power.

When we refleét on the many Bleflings which
Britons enjoy, under the Proteftion of a Prince,
who wmakes the Laws of this Land his Rule for
the Government of his People ; when we confider
that neither the Civil, or Religious Rights of your
Majefty’s Subjeéts have met with the leaft Inftance
of Violation, fince your Majefty’s happy Acceflion
to the Throne of thefe Realms; when we recol-
le& your Majefty’s Royal Clemency, and Bencvo-
lence, (fince the laft Rebellion) to Numbers of
thofe who had offended in the higheft Degree, a-
gainft their King and the Laws of cheir Country,
we cannot buc exprefs the utmoft Abhorrence of
thofe vile and deteftable Perfons, who fhall again
confpire and atteqpt to bring a free and happy
People under the Yoke and Tyranny of Super-
ftition, and to involve this Nation in a State o
Blood, Mifery, and the utmoft Confufion.

And as thefe muft be the unavoidable Confe-
quences attending any Enterprize to alter our pre~
{ent happy Eftablifhment, and to introduce 2 Po-

ifh one ;

As Englifhmen that value our Liberties ; as
honeft Men that have fworn Allegiance to your
Majefty, and who have abjured and renounced
the Pretender, and as real Friends to our excellent
Conftitution in Church and State, (with a Prote.
fant Prince at the Head of ir,) we beg Leavein
the moft folemn Manner, to declare to your Ma-
jefty, that as we are bound jn Gratitude, we will
exert our felves in our feveral Stations, with the
utmoft Care and Vigilance, for the Prefervation
of the Publick Peace and Tranquility, and for the
reftoring of Publick Credit, and that we will ufe
our fincere and hearty Endeavours for the firm
Support of your Majelty wpon the Throne, and
for the making your Reign eafy and happy.

And we doubt not, but by the Blefling of Al-
mighty God upon the Wifdom and Condul of
your Majefty, and the Vigilance of your Coun-
cils, and the ready and chearful Afliftance of your
Majefty’s faithful SubjeRs, your Majefty will en-
. tirely defeat and fruftrate the Malice and Efforrs
of all your Enemies, their Aiders and Abetters,
and that their wicked Machinations will be turned
to their own Confufion.

Stracey.

To which His Majefty was pleafed to return
the following moit gracious An{wer.

O U R Affeftionate and Cordial Affurances, upon

this important Occafion, of an unjbaken Zeal and

Fidelity 50 my Perfon and Government, give me the
greateft Satisfadion.

Tvur Intcreit and mine are and ever muft be infepa.
roble, and 1 doubt mot but that, with the Bleffing of
God, the Precautions I bave taken and your firm Ad-
berence so our juft Caufe, wikl foon convince our Enemies
that their wicked Defigns can end in nothing but their
own Confuffon.

Yox may depend upom my conflant Care and utmoft
Endeavours to fupport the Publick Credit, to proted the
Privyileges and Properties of this great and opulent City,
and to maintain the Religion, Laws and Liberties of
this Kingdom,

After which the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and
Sheriffs had the Honour to kifs His Majefty’s
Hand ; and His Majefty was pleafed to confer

the Honour of Knighthood on Edward Beecher,
Efg; one of the Sheriffs,
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