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H1S Day His MajeRy came to the

Houle of Peers, and beiag in His

Royal Robes fcated on the Throne,
with the ufual Solemnity, Sir William San-
desfon Gentleman Ufher of the Black Rod
was {ent with a Meflage from His Majefty to
the Houle of Commons, commanding their
Attendance in the Houfe of Peers : The Com-
mons being come thithee accordingly, and ha.
ving prefented the Right Honourable Spencer
Compton, Efq; for theie Speaker, whom His
Majefty approved, His Majcfty was pleafed to
make the following moft gracions Speech to
both Houfee,

My Lords and Gentlemen,

I AM concerned to find my Self obliged, at

the Opening of this Parliament, to acquains
Yo, that & dangerous Confpiracy has been for
fome Time formed, and is fHll carrying ox, a-
gainft my Perfon and Government, in Favour of
a Popifls Pretender.

The Difcoveries I have made keve, the Infor-
marions I have reccived from my Misifters A
broad, and the Inselligences I have had from she
Powers in Alliance with me, and indeed from
moft Parss of Europe, have given me moft am-
}a_le and concurrent Proofs of shis wicked De-
ign.

g‘ﬂ:e Confpirators kave by their Emi[Jaries made
the (trongeft Tuftances for Affifance ﬂ;m Foreign
Powers, but were difappeinted in sheir Expefia-
tions : Howevery confiding in their Numbers, and
wot difcouraged by sheir former ill Succefs, they
refolved once more, upon their own Strength, to
attempt the Subverfion of my Governmens.

To this End they provided confiderable Sums

of Money, engaged great Nambers of Qffieers from
jbroad,y ferugrtﬁ /a%gc Quantasies {f @rmsjinﬂ
Ammunision, and thought themfelves i fuel
Readinefs, that had wnor the Confpiracy been
timely difcovered, we fhould, withous doubt, be-
fore now, have feen the avhole Nation, and par-
ticularly she City of London, involved in Blood
and Confufion,

The Care I have taken has, by the Blefing of
God, bitherso prevented the Execution of ‘ther
Traiterons Projells 5 the Troaps have been encampe
ed all this Swmmer § fix Regiments (though very
necefJary for she Security of that Kingdom) have
been brought over from Ireland s the States Ge-
weral bave given me Affarances, thar they wonld
keep & ronfiderable Body of Forces in & Readi-
nefs ¢o imbark on the firft Notice ﬂ their being
wanted here, which awas all 1 dofired of them,
being determined not to put my Peaple to any
more Expence, than what was abfolutely nereffa-
1y for their Peace and Security. .

Seme of the Confpirators have been taken up
and fecured 5 and Endeavours are wfed for the
Apprebending others,

My Lords and Gentlemen,

Having thus in general laid before you the
State of the prefent Confpiracy, I muft leave 10
your Confideration what is proper and neceffary
to be done for the Quies and Safety of the King-
dom. I cannot but beliewe the Hopes and Ex-
pectasions of our Enemies are very ill grounded,
in flastering themfelves, that the late Difcon-
tents, occafioned by private Loffes and Misfor-
tunesy however induftrioufly and malicioufly fo-
mented, are turned into DifaffeBion and a Spi-
rit of Rebellion.

Had 1, fince my Acceffion to the Throne, ger
attempted any Innovation in our Eftablifbed Reli-
gion; Had I in any one Inflancs invaded the
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