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' Westminster, OBober n . 

TH I S Day Hit Majefly came to the 
House of Peers, and being in His 
Royal Robes seated on the Throne, 

with the usual Solemnity, Sir William San
derson Gentleman U(her of the Slack Rod 
Was sent with a Message from Hi» Majesty to 
the House of Commons, commanding their 
Attendance in the House of Peers ; The Com
mons being come thither accordingly, and ha
ving presented the Right Honourable Spencer 
Compton, Esq; for their Speaker, wbom His 
Majesty approved, His Majesty was pleased to 
make the following most gracious Speech to 
both Houses. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
T AM concerned to jind my Self obliged, ttt 

•* the Opening of tbis Parliament, to acquaint 
you, that a dangerous Conspiracy has been for 
some Timt formed, anti is still carrying on, a-
gainst my Person and Government, in Favour of 
ee Popish Pretender. 

The Discoveries I have made here, the Infor
mations I have received from my Ministers A-
broad, and the Intelligences I have had from the 
Powers in Alliance viith me, and indeed from 
inost Parts of Europe, have given me moft am
ple and concurrent Proofs of tbis. wickfd De-

The Conspirators have by their Emissaries made 
the strongest Instances for Assistance from Foreign 
Powers, but were disappointed in their Expecta
tions : However, confiding in their Numbers, and 
not discouraged by their former ill Success, they 
resolved once more, upon their own Strength, to 
attempt the Subversion os my Government. 

To this End they provided considerable Sums 

of Money, engaged great Numbers of Officers from 
dbroad, secured large Quantities of -Arms -and 
Ammunition, and thought ethemfelves m futh} 
Readiness, that had not the Conspiracy been 
timely discovered, we should, without doubt, -be
fore now, have seen the whole Nation, and -par
ticularly the City of London, involved in blood 
and Confusion. 

The Care I have taken has, by the Blessing tif 
God, hitherto prevented tlie Execution of -their 
Traiterous ProjeSs 5 the Troops have been encamp
ed -all tliis Summer $ fix Regiments (though very 
necessary for the Security of tbat Kingdom) have 
been brought over from Ireland; the States Ge
neral bave given me Assurances, that they would 
kfe,b a tonfiderable Body of Forces in a Readi
ness to imbark^ on tht first Notice of their being 
wanted here, wbich was aU 1 desired of them,, 
being determined not to put my People to any 
more Expence, -than what was absolutely necessa
ry for thtir Peace and Security. 

Same as the Conspirators have been tak*en up 
and secured 5 and Endeavours are -used for tht 
Apprehending others. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Having -thus in general laid before you the 

State of the present Conspiracy, I must leave to 
your Consideration what is proper and necessary 
to be done for the Quiet and Safety os tbe King
dom. I cannot but believe the Hopes and Ex
pectations of our Enemies are very ill grounded, 
in flattering themselves, that the late Discon
tents, occasioned by private Losses and Misfor
tunes, however industriously -add maliciously fo
mented, are turned into Disassect'ion and a Spi
rit of Rebellion. 

Had 1, fince my Acceffion to the Throne, gier 
attempted any Innovation in our Established Reli
gion} Had I in any ont Instance invaded the 
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