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Liberty & Phoperty of my SubjeBls, I foould
lefi wonder at any Endeavours to alienate the
Affeitions of my People and draw them into
Meafures, that can end in nothing bus ther
swn Deftruttion.

But 120 hope to perfwade & Free People, in
full Enjoyment of all that is dear and waluable
to them, to eschange Freedom for Slavery, the
Proteftant Religion for Popery, and to facrifice
at once the Price of fo much Blood and Trea-
fure, as have been [pens in Defence of our pre-
[fent Eftablifoment, feems an lnfatuasion nor to
be accounted for.  Bur howener wain and unfuc-
oefsful thefe defperate Projells may prove in the
End, shey bave as prefent [o far she defired Ef-
fetty as to create Uneafinefs and Diffidence in
she Minds of my People 5 which our Enemies
labour s0 impreve to sheir own Adusurage. By
formiug Plots they depreciate all Property that is
wefted in the publick Funds, and then complain
of the low State of Credit : They make an In.
creafe of the Narional Expences neceffary, and
then clamour at the Burshen of Taxes, and en-
dravodr to impute to my Government, as Grie.
wvarices, the Mifchicfs and Calamities which they
alane create and occafion.

I wifb for mothing more, than to fee the
publick ~ Expences leffened, and the grear Na-
tional Debt pur in a Method of being gradual-
ly reduced and difcharged. with a firiG Re-
gard to Parliamentary Faith : And a more fa-
wourable Ofpormnity could never have been ho-
ped for, than she State of profound Peace,
which we now enjoy with all owr Nreighbours.
But publick Credic will always languife under
daily Alarms awd Apprebenfions of publick Dan.
ger: And as the Enemies of our Peace have
been able 1o bring this immediate Mifchief up-
on us, nothing can . prevent them from conti-
huing to fubjet the Nation to new and conflant
Pifficxlsies and Diftreffes, but the Wifdom, Zeal,
and vigorous Refolutions of this Parliament.

Gentlemen of the Houle of Commaons,

I Lave ordered the Accounts to be made ups
“and laid before you, of the extraordinary Charge
that has been incurred this Summer, for the
Defince and Safety of the Kingdom 5 and I
have been particularly Careful, not vo dire
any Expence to be wmade greater, or fooner,
than was of abfolure Neceffity.

I have likewife ordered Eftimases to be pre.
pared, and laid before you, for the Service of
the Year enfuings and 1 hope the further Pro-
vifions, which the treafonable Prattices of our
Enemies hdve made neceffary for our common
Sufery, may b ordered with fuch Frugality, as
wery liedle t0 exceed she Supplies of the laf}
Tear.
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» My Lotds and Gentlenien,

I need not tell you of whar infinite Cancern
it is to the Peace and Trunquiluy of the Kmg-
dom, thar this Parliament fhould upon this Oc-
cafion exers themfelves wyith a more than ordi-
nary Zeal and Vigour. dn entire Union a-
mong all that fincerely wifb well to the prefert
Eftablifoment, is now become abfolusely necej-
Jfary. Our Enemies have too long taken Ad-
vansage from yowr Differences and D:ffentins:
Let 1t be known shar the Spirit of Popery,
which breaths nothing but Confuj'on to the Civl
and Religious Rig):t: of a Proteflunt Church
and Kingdom, however abardoned feme fisv may
be, s Defpise of all Obligatsons Divize and
Human, has %ot fo far pn_[]'r_[]éa' my People, as
to make them Ripe for juch a Fatal Change.
Let the World fee thas the general Difpofs-
tion of the Nation is no Invifation 10 foreign
Paowers to invade us, mor Encouragement 10
domeftick. Enemirs s0 kendle a Civil War in the
Bowels of the Kingdom.  Yeur own Intereft
and Welfare call upon yox to d:fend your-
felves, I fbail awholly rely wupor the drire”
Progettion, the Support of my Parliament, and
the Affettions of my People, which 1 fhall
endeavonr 1o preferve by fleedily adhering 10
the Conftitution in Church and State, and cons
tinuing to make the Laws of the Realm the Rule
and Meafure of all my Aiions,

St. Fames's, Obober 10.

His Majefty having determined to hold a
Chapter of the moft NobleOrder of the Garter,
the Enigbts Companions refideat in and near
London, were fummoncd by ¥ertue of Letters
from the Right Reverend the Lord Bifhop of
Salisbury, Chancellour of the O:der, fignifying
the Sovereign’s Pleafure for their peelonal Ap-
pearance here this Day at Oane a-Clock;
whereupon nine Knights Companions habited
in theie Mantles, togethcr with the Right Re-
verend the Lord Bithop of Winchefter Prelate,
the Chancellour, Garter King of Arms, and
the Geatleman Uther of the Black Rod, Offi-
cers of the {aid Ocder, wearing their diffe-
rent Badpes and refpeétive Mantles, waited His
Majefty’s coming, in the Apartmeot pext to
His Clofet: And upon His Majelty’s Appea-
rance robed in the Mantle of the Order, Gae-
ter by the Sovereign’s Command called over
the Names of the Knights Companiane begin-
ning with the Juniors, and then the Proceffion
to the Council Chamber was i the following
Otder, wheecin the Juniors went firlt, and
thofc Knights, whofle Compdnions were not pre-
{ent, went fingle, viz.



