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PC Wayne MARQUES, British Transport Police

For confronting armed terrorists to protect others at London 
Bridge on 3 June 2017

On 3 June 2017 three terrorists carried out a sustained attack on 
members of the public at London Bridge, resulting in 8 people being 
killed and 48 injuries.

PC Wayne Marques, a British Transport Police Officer, left his police 
station at London Bridge to commence a routine patrol with his fellow 
officer PC McLeod. Almost immediately upon exiting the station they 
heard screaming and saw people running down Borough High Street. 
They ran towards the disturbance and found a man with stab wounds 
being tended to by members of the public. PC Marques heard further 
screaming, turned and saw a man (one of the terrorists) stab two 
people.

PC Marques charged at the terrorist and using his baton knocked 
the terrorist away from the victims. He continued to overpower the 
terrorist, striking him with his baton a number of times. As he was 
overpowering the terrorist PC Marques was stabbed in the head by a 
second terrorist. PC Marques continued hitting out at both men in an 
attempt to disarm them when he saw a third terrorist running towards 
him. At this point he was confronting all three terrorists while they 
were slashing at him with their knives.

PC Marques suffered a number of knife wounds but continued to 
confront the terrorists, hitting at them with his baton. PC Marques 
carried on swinging with his baton in an attempt to disarm the men 
and managed to create some distance between himself and the three 
terrorists. Whilst doing this, he pulled PC Guenigault, who was lying 
injured on the ground, away from further threat of injury. The terrorists 
then suddenly turned and ran off. At this point PC Marques felt warm 
liquid on his body, realised it was blood, and sat down on the ground. 
Others went to PC Marques’ aid at this point.

Whilst PC Marques did not know at the time the suspects were 
terrorists, he knew the individuals were extremely dangerous and 
made a conscious decision to face that danger head on in an 
attempt to apprehend them and prevent further injury or loss of 
life. He demonstrated exceptional courage and resilience. He was 
subjected to a sustained attack involving extreme violence and faced 
overwhelming odds. Although seriously injured, he continued to try to 
protect the public without regard for his own personal safety.

Paul Hassan James ZUBIER, civilian

For going to the assistance of a woman being attacked by a 
man with a knife

On 18 August 2017, a man armed with a knife attacked members 
of the public in a square in Turku, Finland. Hassan Zubier, a trained 
paramedic, was on holiday with his family when the attack started. As 
they were walking through the square, Hassan heard screams behind 
him. He turned around and saw a woman on the ground, a man with a 
knife standing over her, and another woman running away screaming. 
He immediately rushed over, chasing the attacker away. He gave first 
aid to the woman on the ground and attempted to stop the bleeding.

While he was attending to the woman, the attacker returned. He 
fought him off and the attacker fled, but he returned once more and 
attacked Hassan Zubier while he continued to attend to the woman. 
Once again the attacker returned and attempted to stab Hassan 
Zubier’s partner. He shielded her, sustaining further injuries himself. 
Despite Zubier’s efforts, the woman died from her injuries in his arms. 
He sustained four stab wounds to his neck, chest and left arm. Two 
women died in the attack and a further eight people were injured.

Hassan Zubier was aware of the danger to others and to himself, as 
he knew the attacker was armed when he went to help. But he was 
determined to assist the victim, despite the attacker returning and 
attacking him several times.

QUEEN’S GALLANTRY 
MEDAL

Stephen John ADAMS, civilian

Richard Arthur GUEST, civilian (posthumous)

For saving a young girl from drowning

On Saturday 4 July 2015, Richard Guest and his wife were walking 
along the beach in Tywyn, North Wales, when they heard screams for 
help coming from the sea. Two teenage girls had gone into the sea 
and had got into difficulty.

Richard Guest noticed that another man, Stephen Adams, was 
walking nearby and had also heard the screams. Without hesitation, 
both men quickly entered the sea to try and save the two teenage 
girls. The sea was extremely rough but the men persisted, and 
Richard Guest was the first of the two men to reach one of the girls. 
He held her out of the water until he was able to hand her to Stephen 
Adams. As they were about to return to shore, the rescued girl told 
the men that there was another girl in the water. While Stephen Adams 
helped the girl back to shore, Richard Guest decided to remain behind 
to search for the other girl who they believed was still in the water. 
Neither man was aware that the second girl had managed to make 
her own way safely back to shore.

Richard Guest spent some time in the very rough sea searching for 
the other girl and, having taken the girl to safety, Stephen Adams 
returned to where he had left Richard Guest. He discovered him face 
down in the water. He checked for a pulse but there was none and 
because of the rough conditions, he could not turn Richard Guest 
over. Realising his own life was in danger, he reluctantly returned to 
the shore. Richard Guest was later pulled unconscious from the sea 
by the RNLI and taken to hospital, but he was pronounced dead.

Both men demonstrated unselfish courage. Neither man knew the two 
girls yet were willing to risk their own lives to ensure the safety of two 
strangers.


