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Thomas Leslie JACKSON, civilian (posthumous)

Daniel Leigh RICHARDS, civilian

For trying to save a woman attacked by a man armed with a 
knife

On 23 August 2016, a tourist at a backpackers’ hostel in Queensland, 
Australia went on a frenzied knife attack injuring three people (two 
fatally) and assaulted police officers. He stabbed British backpacker 
Mia Ayliffe-Chung, who subsequently died at the scene.

The attacker dragged Mia Ayliffe-Chung from her bed with the knife at 
her throat. Daniel Richards was in the next bedroom and realised what 
was going on. He pleaded with the attacker to put the knife down and 
went on to witness the stabbing. Despite this, he made a courageous 
attempt to approach the attacker and called for assistance; the risk 
was demonstrated by the cut a companion received, which required 
100 stitches. His actions, however, distracted the attacker, allowing 
Mia Ayliffe-Chung to run to a first floor bathroom. After raising the 
alarm downstairs, Daniel Richards returned with Thomas Jackson to 
the bathroom to care for Mia Ayliffe-Chung.

Thomas Jackson on being alerted to the situation (Mia Ayliffe-Chung 
had been stabbed but was still alive), went to the first floor bathroom 
with Daniel Richards to care for her. Thomas Jackson persisted in 
trying to calm the attacker and reduce the risk. But the assailant 
attacked Thomas Jackson ferociously, stabbing him multiple times. 
These wounds were to prove fatal; he died on 29 August.

Despite the ongoing danger, when the assailant attacked Thomas 
Jackson, Daniel Richards did not leave but remained, continuing to 
call for help.

Both Thomas Jackson and Daniel Richards were aware of the danger 
that the attacker posed, as they had seen that Mia Ayliffe-Chung 
had been attacked when coming to her aid. They were untrained, 
unprotected and unarmed during the attack. Their actions were to 
protect the victim, and assist her in the first floor bathroom. Thomas 
Jackson tried to calm the attacker down. The attack on him was 
unexpected, and he was unable to prepare for it. Daniel Richards 
was aware of the danger, demonstrated by stab wounds that victims 
received during the incident. He protected a third party throughout the 
attack, and at risk to his own safety.

PC Leon McLEOD, British Transport Police

For confronting armed terrorists to protect others at London 
Bridge on 3 June 2017

On 3 June 2017 three terrorists carried out a sustained attack on 
members of the public at London Bridge and Borough Market. That 
evening two British Transport Police officers, PC Wayne Marques and 
PC Leon McLeod, left their station at London Bridge to commence 
routine patrol. Almost immediately upon exiting the station, they heard 
screaming. They ran towards the disturbance and were told by people 
running away from the scene that someone had been stabbed. They 
found a man on the ground that had been stabbed and who was 
being tended to by members of the public. PC McLeod stopped to 
help administer first aid to the man and radioed for assistance.

He then heard PC Marques shouting and saw him waving his 
arms about like he was trying to break up a fight. He ran towards 
PC Marques and saw men holding knives. He drew his baton and 
shouted at the men to ‘drop it’ when they suddenly ran off. As he ran 
after the attackers, he saw a man and woman on the ground, both 
who had been injured. He went to their aid and radioed for immediate 
assistance, confirming further casualties. At this point he saw PC 
Marques covered in blood. He radioed again that an officer was 
injured.

PC McLeod ran in the direction the men had gone and came across 
many people running towards him shouting that people had been 
stabbed. He was told that the men had gone up a street and he ran in 
the same direction where he found further casualties. He stopped to 
help administer emergency aid to the victims, when he heard gun fire 
in the immediate vicinity and became aware of armed police officers 
on scene. Despite the danger he continued to help treat a victim and 
assisted others carry him out of the danger zone to an ambulance. He 
then returned to check on PC Marques, help the injured and evacuate 
people out of the danger zone. PC McLeod remained on scene until 
the following morning.

With little regard for his own safety, he demonstrated exemplary 
bravery by running into what he quickly recognised as a terrorist 
attack to help the many innocent people who were caught up in it. His 
courage in the face of adversity as one of the first police officers on 
scene during this atrocity is highly commendable.


