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Gareth Jack LEADBETTER, Border Force Officer

For rescuing 20 persons from a sinking vessel

In the early hours of the 29 May 2016, Gareth Leadbetter was the 
Coxswain of HM Cutter Valiant’s boarding boat and led his team 
in the recovery of 20 persons, suspected to be illegal migrants, 
from a sinking vessel near Dungeness. Weather conditions were 
extremely poor and after assessing the situation, the seaworthiness 
of the craft and the condition of its passengers, Gareth Leadbetter 
displayed exceptional leadership and coxswain skills in ensuring all 
migrants and facilitators were transferred onto the cutter in extremely 
demanding conditions.

Gareth Leadbetter made the correct operational decisions ahead 
of his own safety, ensuring lives were saved at sea by rescuing the 
people and recovering them to his ship. This involved 3 separate runs 
to and from the sinking vessel and 3 launches and recoveries of his 
boat onto the cutter – an extremely dangerous manoeuvre, made all 
the more hazardous in the poor weather.

He demonstrated his ability to lead a team under severe pressure and 
to focus the skills and experience of his diverse team. He showed 
outstanding composure and resilience in rescuing migrants at sea to 
deliver a truly inclusive outcome. His actions resulted in 20 lives being 
saved at sea.

Sean MOORE, civilian

For intervening in a violent altercation

On 3 August 2014, a man attacked another man inside a busy Derby 
city centre bar, following a disagreement. The attacker was armed 
with a broken bottle and lunged at his victim, stabbing him near the 
back of his neck.

Sean Moore, one of the bar’s door supervisors, was on duty and 
witnessed the attack. He quickly realised that the attacker was about 
to stab his victim a second time and, without hesitating, leapt to the 
victim’s defence by placing himself between both men. As a result 
of this, he received the blow that was intended for the victim. The 
attacker had used the broken bottle to stab Mr Moore, leaving a 
gaping hole on the back of his left hand. Despite this, Sean Moore 
persisted to diffuse the situation and with the help of a group of 
people eventually managed to get the attacker and his victim apart. 
By intervening in the incident, Sean Moore’s first and foremost 
concern was to prevent further injury or even death to the victim.

Florin MORARIU, civilian

For providing shelter to those escaping the London Bridge 
terrorist attack on 3 June 2017

On 3 June 2017, Florin Morariu was working at a bakery in London 
Bridge when two frightened women who were seeking refuge 
approached him. They alerted him to the terrorist attack taking place, 
making him aware of the danger that people in the vicinity were 
facing. He provided shelter for the victims but chose not to remain 
indoors. He instead armed himself with two bread crates for his 
defence and went to seek the attackers. He found them stabbing 
someone and, to distract their attention, threw the crates at them. 
The police then arrived at the scene and he returned to the bakery, 
opening it up to the public as a place of safety and allowing 20 people 
to shelter there.

When he first realised the seriousness of the situation, Florin Morariu 
had the chance to retreat to the safety of his shop, but decided 
against this. Two bread crates were no match for the weapons that 
the attackers were using, of which fact he was well aware but he 
nevertheless decided that he would engage them. There is no doubt 
that he was determined to stop the attackers from inflicting further 
wounds on others.

David Robert SANT, Border Force Officer

Lee Anthony TOWNSEND, Border Force Officer

Stuart Anthony WOODLAND, Border Force Officer

For rescuing people from drowning in the Mediterranean Sea

On the night of 21/22 January 2016, a Border Force patrol vessel was 
on patrol off the Greek island of Farmakonisi as part of EU operations 
to rescue people crossing from Turkey. Just before midnight on  
21 January, a large wooden fishing boat was detected heading 
towards Farmakonisi and a Greek Coast Guard vessel was sent to 
investigate.

Shortly after, the alarm was raised as the fishing vessel had foundered 
on the rocky coastline of Farmakonisi. The Border Force vessel 
immediately launched two rescue crafts. The Fast Rescue Craft 
(FRC) crew were Lee Townsend (Border Force team leader) and a 
commercial coxswain and the larger Daughter Craft (DC) crew were 
Stuart Woodland and David Sant (Border Force) and a commercial 
coxswain. Both rescue boats sped to the scene, in total darkness and 
in poor weather with an observed 1.5m swell and crashing waves on 
the rocks.

On arrival they found many people in the water surrounded by bodies 
and debris from the wreck. In full knowledge that they themselves 
were in danger of being forced onto the rocks by the weather, the FRC 
crew led by Lee Townsend immediately pulled a boy and girl from the 
water and they began to perform CPR on both. The DC crew similarly 
put themselves in known danger to begin recovering people from the 
water, with David Sant recovering and performing CPR on a young 
girl. At this point both the FRC and DC lost power due to fouling from 
the floating debris. Despite both vessels now being helpless and 
being driven towards the rocks, the crew continued to administer CPR 
in an attempt to revive those rescued even though they knew they 
were in serious danger. Shortly after the FRC hit the rocks repeatedly 
but Lee Townsend kept telling his team to stay with the boat and keep 
calm.

During this extreme danger, the team continued to try and revive 
those they had rescued. The DC finally managed to restart its engines 
and skilfully manoeuvred to take the FRC in tow; Stuart Woodland 
put himself in danger whilst recovering a young girl from the water 
and when trying to take the FRC in tow where he had to pass a line to 
them close to the rocks. Despite knowing the imminent danger they 
were all in, the team continued to try and save the lives of those they 
had recovered whilst also trying to save their FRC colleagues now in 
danger of losing their lives.

Officers Townsend, Sant and Woodland each displayed exemplary 
acts of bravery, dedication and commitment, saving 43 lives.


