
Cosy os the Letter written hy King Philip the \th 
'to his Son King Lewis, from St. Udefonso tht 

• \a.th of January 1714. 
T T having plealed the Divine Majesty through 
•"•*• infinite Mercy, my well beloved Son, to 
make roe sensible for some Tears past of the 
Nothingness of tbis World and the Vanity of 
its Grandeurs, and at the fame time to raise in 
me an ardent Desire of eternal good things, 
which without any Comparison ought to be 
preferred to those of thu Earth, which God 
gave us only to be considered in that View; 
1 bave judged, that I could nut make a better 
Return to the Favouis of so good a Father, 
who calls me to serve him, and wbo has 
bestowed on me through my whole Life so 
rnsny Marks of a visible Protection, by wbich 
he has deliverrd me as well from the Infir­
mities that he has been pleased to lay upon 
me, as from tbe difficult Occurrences of my 
Reign, during which be has protected me and 
preserved^ the Crown against so many united 
Powers who attempted to wrest it from m e ; 
thao by sacrificing to him and l-yirg at his 
jFeet-that Crown, tb think only of serving him, 
t'd bewail my past Offence*, and to Vender my 
self the feXs unworthy to appear in his Pre­
sence, when he Ihall be pleased to call me to 
his Tribunal, much more tremendous to Kings 
than to other Men. This Resolution I bave 
taken with the greater Ardour and Joy, because 
happily for me I found the Queen, whom 
God hat given me sor my Spouse, entertain at 
the same time the same Sentiments, and deter­
mined with me to trample under Foot the No-
thingness of the Grandeurs aod perishing good 
things of this Life. We bare therefore some 
Tears resolved, both of ns with one Consent, 
by the Favour of the most Holy Virgin Mary 
6ur Lidy, to put this Design in Execution, and 
I now s-t about it the more cheirfulfy, because 
I leave the Crown to a Son whom 1 love 
with the greatest Tendi*mes», who isworthy 
fo wear it, 3nd whose Qualities give me certain 
Hopes that be will discharge all tlse Duties' df 
a Dignity, much mote terrible than I am abte 
to describe it. Yes, my helovrd Son, make 
yourself sensible of all "the Weigh, of that 
Dignity, study to perform all that it requires 
of you, rather than suffer ynur Eyes to bs dai­
led with the fl.itter.ing Splendour of what fur-
founds you. Think, that you are not a King. 
on any other Condition, than to fee that. God 
is served, and that yout People are happy: 
That yon have above^you a Lord who is your 
Creator and Redeemer, wha has heaped. Be­
nefits on you, to whom you owe all that you 
have, and to whom you owe even; your fclfa, 
Employ your Vigilance therefore for 01 s Gl&ry, 
and exert your Authority in whatever m*iy tend 
to promote it. Protect and defend the Church, 
and the Holy Religion, with all your Might, 

and even with the Hazard, if need be, of 
your Crown and of your Life: Spare nothing 
tbat may serve to extend it even to the most 
remote Countries ; de*etotng h a Felicity incom­
parably grrater to have them under your Com­
mand fur propagating tbe Knowledge and Ser­
vice of God tn them, than for thc Extent to 
which tbey may enlarge your Dominions. Pre­
vent as riiuch as possible Offences against God 
in all your Kingdoms 3 and a fe all your Power 
that be may ba served, honoured, and revered 
by all that fliall be subject to your Dominion. 
Preserve ever a great Devotion to the most Ho­
ly Virgin, and put your self as well as your 
Kingdoms urder her Protection; feeing you 
cannot by any otbcr(Meaos better obtain what 
may be needful for you and for them, be al­
ways, as you ought, obedient to the Holy 
See, and to the Pope as the Vicar of Jesus 
Christ. Protect and defend ever tbe Tribu­
nal of the Holy Inquisition, which may be 
call'd the Bulwark of the Faiih, and to wbich 
it owes its Preservation in all its Purity in the 
Dominions of Spain 5 fo that the Heresies 
which bave sfflicted the other Parts of Chris­
tendom, and produced such horrid and deplo­
rable Ravages in them, could never be a bid 
to get Footing here. Bear Respect always 
to tbe Queen, and Consider her a* youe 
own Mother, not only as long as God shall 
continue my Life, but after my Death, if 
it be His Will to take me first out oi this 
World, answering as becomes you the affecti­
onate Friendship she- has constantly (hewn 
yon; be careful to support her that she miy 
not want any thing, and that fae may be re­
spected as (he ought by all your Subjects* 
Love your Brothers, looking on your self as 
their Father, since I substitute you in my 
Room ; and give them such Education as -is 
worthy of Christian Princes. * Do Justice e*> 
qually ter all your Subjects, high jsndt low* 
without Exception of Persons. Defend tht* low 
against the Violences and Exactions .chat miy 
be set on foot against them. Redress the* Vex­
ations the Indiana suffer.- Ease your People aa 
much as you can, and in fo doing supply what 
the turbulent Times of rfiy Rriga -would not 
permit me to do, and which I most sincerely 
wish I had done, in Return to the Zeal and! 
Affection whkh they have" always shewn far 
roe, which I shall always keep impressed dm 
(fiy Heart, and which you ought everfo bear' 
in Mind. To conclude, have -continually be­
fore vour Eyes tira holy Kings, who'-are th? 
Glory of Spain andi of France, St. Fordinar.d 
and St. Lewis; These I propose to yoi* for 
your Example, and fjiey Ought to move yoii 
the more, because you are illustrious by their 
Blood,-as they were gteat Kings and atthe? 
sirae time great Saints : Imitate them in each 
of these Glories, but may tbeir Example lead 

you 
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