Copy of the Letter written by King Fhilip the Vb
to his Son King Lewis, from St. Lldefinfo she
« 14th of January 1724.
IT baving plealed the Divine Majefty through
infimte Merey, my well beloved Sonm, to
make me feofible for fome Years paft of the
Nothingnefs of this World and the Vanity of
its Grandeurs, and at the fame time to raile in
me an ardeat Defice of cternal good things,
which without any Companfon coght to be
Prcf::rcd to thofe of this Earth, which God

give us only to be confidered in that View;.

1 have judged, that I could not tnake a better
Return to the Favours of {o good a Father,
who calls me to ferve him, and who bas
beftowed on me cheough my whole Life (o
many Marks of a vifible Prote&lion, by which
he has delivered me as well from che Isfie-
mities that he has been pleafed to lay wpon
me, as from the difficule Occurrences of my
Reign, during which be has prote@cd me and
preferved the Crowa 2gaint o many united
Powers who attempted to wreft it from me;
thao by facrificing to him ard laging at his
cet-that Crown, tb think enly of lerving him,
t3 bewail my palt Offencet, and to render my
Telf the lefs unworthby to appear in his Pre-
“Tence, when he fhall be pleafed to call me to
his Tribunal, much tmore tremendous to Kings
than to otheg Men, This Re{olution | have
takep with the geeater Ardour and Joy, becaule
happily for me I found the Queen, whom
God has giveo me for my Spoufe, entertain at
the fame time the [ame Sentiments, and detér-
tnined with me to trample under Foot the No-
thingpels of the Grandeurs asd perithing good
things of this Life. We bave therefore fome
Years refolved, both of us with onc Confent,
by the Favour of the moft Holy Virgid Mary
6ur Lady, to put this Defigo in Execution, and
I now {-t about it the more chcérfuﬂy, becaunle
I lcave the Crown to a Son whom 1 iove
with the greateft Tendercels, who is worthy
fo wear it, and whofe Qualities give me certain
Hopes that he will difcharge a[% the Duties of
a Digaity, much more terrible than 1 am able
to defcribe it, Yes, my beloved Son, make
our felf fenfible of all the Weight of that
Bignity, fudy to perform all that it requires
of you, rather than {uffcr your Eyes to bz daz-
Ted with the flattering Splcadour of what (ur-
tounds you, Think, that you are not a King,
on any othee Condition, than to foe that God
is ferved, and that your People aré happy :
"That you have above you a Lord who is your
Creator and Redeemer, who has heap;d[ Ba+
nefits on you, to whom you owe all that you
have, and to whom yob owe eved your l{lﬂ
Employ your Vigilance therefore for g?s Glory,
and exert your Authority in whatever may tend
to promote it. Prote@ and defend the Church,
and the Holy Religion, with all your Might,

a0d even wish the Hazard, if nced be, of
your Crown and of youe Lifes Spare nothing
that may ferve to extend it even to the molt
remote Countrics 5 deeming fr a Felicity incom-
parably greater to have them under your Com-
mard for propzgating the Knowledge and Ser-
vice of God n them, than for the Extent to
which they may cnlarge your Dominions, Pre-
vent as wuch as poffible Offences againlt God
in a]l your Kingdoms 5 and ofe all your Power
that he may b ferved, honoured, and revered
by all that fhall be fubje o your Dominion,
Prefctve ever a great Devotion to the moft Ho-
ly Virgin, and put your felf as well 2s your
Kingdoms urder her ProteCtion; (ceing you
cannot by any other Means betzer obraip what
may be ncedful for you and for them. Be al-
wayge, 8s you ought, obedient to the Holy
See, and to the Pope 28 the Vicar of Jefus
Chrift.  Proteét and defend ever the Tribu-
nal of the Holy Ingnifition, which may be
calt’d the Bulwark of the Faith, and to which
it owes its Prefervation io all its Purity in the
Daminione of Spains fo that the Hercfics
which have :fifted the other Parts of Chrif~
tendom, aod prodaced fuch hoerid and depleo-
rable Ravages in them, could never be able
to get Footing here.  Bear Refpe€t alwage
to the Queen, and ctoofider her a¢ your
own Mother, not only as long as God fhall
continoue my Life, but after my Death) if
it be His Wil to take me fir? out of this
World, anfwering as becomes you the affe&li-
onate Friendthip fhe. has confiantly fhewn
you; be carcful to fupport her rhat fhe may
not want any thing, and that fhe may be re-
fpe@ed as fhe ought by all your Subjels.
Love your Brothers, looking on your fcIf as
their Father, fince I fobRitute you in my
ﬁoom; ard give them {uch Education as e
orthy of Chriftian Princep. . Do Juflice ea
qually to all yeur Subje®s, bigh snd lowy

without Exception of Petfons. Defend thé le

againft the Violences and Exallione that m
be fet on foor agsinft them, Redrefs the Vex-
atieds the Indians [uffer,. Eafe your People 21
much 38 you ean, and in fo doing (upply what
the turbulent Times of my Rrigo would not
permit me to do, and which | mol} fincercly
wifh 1 had done, in Return to the Zeal and
AffcQtion which they have always fheen for
me, which Ffhall always keep impsefled dn
giy Heart, and which yeu ought evemto bead
in Mind, To conclude, have contifsally be-
farc yocur Eyes ewa holy Kings, who'are the
Glory of Spain andi of Feance, St. Feedinand
and St. Lewis: Thele I propofe to you for
your Eximple, and thcy ought to move you
the more, becaufe you are illultrious by their
Blood, ras they were great K‘iugn and at the
fam= tithe great Saints : Imitzte them in each
of thefe Glories, but may their Example lead
you
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