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CENTRAL CHANCERY OF 
THE ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD

St. James’s Palace, London SW1

18 March 2023

Her Majesty The Late QUEEN Elizabeth II was graciously pleased 
to approve the following awards of The Queen’s Gallantry Medal, 
and The Queen’s Commendation for Bravery and for publication in 
The London Gazette of the names of those shown below as having 
received an expression of Commendation for Bravery.

QUEEN’S GALLANTRY 
MEDAL

Lisa Way, Ayette Bounouri and John Rees (posthumous), for 
intervening in an armed attack on 5th May 2020.

On 5 May 2020 at around 1:50pm, the assailant made their way to the 
Co-op store in Penygraig High Street. Inside the store were Lisa Way, 
Ayette Bounouri and John Rees.

On her way to the store, the assailant attacked a man by stabbing 
him in the neck; causing him to fall to the ground. He was able to get 
up and managed to escape. The assailant followed him for a short 
distance before entering the Co-op, with the knife visible in her hand. 
Here she approached customers shouting and then attempted to stab 
a customer in the neck.

John Rees was at the counter and noticed the attack taking place. 
Without hesitation, he made the decision to go forward and intervene. 
Ayette Bounouri, who also witnessed the assault, picked up a 
shopping basket as a means of defence, whilst Mr Rees approached 
the assailant in an attempt to defuse the situation. Mr Rees took hold 
of the assailant’s right arm, with which she was holding the knife. 
Mr Rees then placed himself between the female customer and the 
assailant, kicking out at the assailant as she approached him with the 
knife extended in her hand.

The attacker lunged forward, causing Mr Rees to lose his balance 
and fall backwards. At this point, Lisa Way took hold of the assailant’s 
hand in an attempt to stop her attack. Mrs Bounouri also tried to 
help Mr Rees by using the shopping basket to disarm the attacker. 
Mrs Way and Mrs Bounouri continued to put themselves in harm’s 
way by trying to distract the assailant. The assailant then turned her 
actions to Mrs Way in a ferocious and determined attack and tried to 
stab her several times to the upper part of her body. Mrs Bounouri at 
this time desperately tried to drag Mr Rees to safety at the rear of the 
shop. Mr Rees was unable to regain standing.

Mrs Bounouri in a final act of bravery to protect Mr Rees, tried to grab 
the knife from the assailant but was threatened and forced to back 
away. At this point Mrs Bounouri would have been fully aware of the 
ferocity with which the assailant was intent on assaulting people. By 
their selfless actions, it is without doubt that both Mrs Bounouri and 
Mrs Way put themselves in harm’s way, in an effort to save Mr Rees’ 
life.

Steven Gallant, John Crilly, Darryn Frost and Lukasz Koczocik, for 
their actions during the terrorist attack at the Learning Together 
event in Fishmongers’ Hall, London on 29th November 2019.

On Friday 29 November 2019, a prison education and rehabilitation 
programme known as Learning Together, part of Cambridge 
University, held an event in London to celebrate their fifth anniversary. 
Former offenders and academics engaged in joint interactive 
workshops and learning aiming to advance the knowledge and 
understanding of offender rehabilitation. The event took place at 
Fishmongers’ Hall, situated on London Bridge, on the north bank 
of the River Thames. There were around 100 attendees, including 
convicted offenders, academic professionals and members of Her 
Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service (HMPPS).

One such attendee attended the event in the morning. During a break 
in proceedings, he carried out a terrorist attack at the venue resulting 
in the death of two people.

Just before 2pm, the attacker entered the gentlemen’s toilets on the 
ground floor of the venue and prepared himself to carry out the attack. 
He attached a realistic-looking hoax IED or ‘suicide belt’ around 
his waist, and taped knives to both hands. He then attacked two 
members of the Learning Together team who later died as a result of 
their injuries. The attacker carried on with his attack, injuring a further 
three people.

The attacker was then confronted by four members of the public who 
were attendees and a member of staff at the venue. John Crilly and 
Steven Gallant were attendees at the event, Darryn Frost worked for 
HMPPS and Lukasz Koczocik was employed as a porter at the venue.

Steven Gallant had been upstairs when he heard screams, and 
immediately ran to the aid of the victims. Gallant confronted the 
attacker at the bottom of the stairs inside Fishmongers’ Hall. Despite 
the attacker holding two knives, and displaying a very realistic-looking 
suicide belt, Gallant stood his ground forcing him to turn around and 
move towards the reception. Gallant then collected a narwhal tusk 
from Mr Frost which he used to force the attacker away from the 
stairs and into the reception area. Had Gallant not stood his ground, 
the attacker was likely to have gone up to the main conference 
room, and could have taken more lives. From the reception area, the 
attacker was then forced by the actions of Gallant, Crilly and Koczocik 
to make his way out of the building, and onto the street. Mr Gallant 
followed the attacker along the bridge, pulled him to the floor by his 
coat and was helped by others to hold him down until Police arrived.

John Crilly also heard screams and ran down the stairs to where 
the attacker was standing. Firstly he threw a lectern at the attacker, 
then proceeded to hit him with a chair when he continued an attack 
on an already injured female. He then picked up a fire extinguisher, 
and used this to force the attacker away from the stairs, and deter 
him from attacking people in the main conference room. He then 
used the extinguisher to force the attacker out of the building and 
along London Bridge. He pursued the attacker, spraying him with 
the extinguisher when he turned to attack Steven Gallant. Crilly then 
helped Gallant once he had pulled the attacker to the floor, using the 
extinguisher to force the knives from the attacker’s hands, disarming 
him. This was all with the knowledge he was wearing a very realistic 
looking suicide belt.

Darryn Frost responded at the sound of screams. He took a narwhal 
tusk from the wall, ran downstairs and used it to halt the attacker. The 
attacker then threatened him with the bomb, and said he was waiting 
for the police. Mr Frost passed the narwhal tusk to Steven Gallant, 
who was unarmed, and ran back upstairs to get the second tusk. By 
the time he returned, the attacker had left the venue. Mr Frost joined 
other attendees pursuing the attacker along London Bridge and 
helped force the attacker to the ground. He then laid on top of the 
attacker, restraining him by the wrists until the police arrived. When 
the armed police repeatedly shouted at Mr Frost to move, he refused 
as he was preventing the attacker from moving his hands towards the 
device.


