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Weftminfier, ?ammry 27, .
IS Majefty came this Day to. the
Houfe of Peers, and being in His
Royal Rebes, {eated on the Throne
with the ufual Solemhity; Sir Charles
Dalton Gentleman Uther ofthe hlaek Rod,
was fent with a Meflage from His Majefty
"to the Houfe of Commons, commanding
their Attendahce in the Houfe of Peers ;
the Commons being come thither dccor-
dingly, His Majefty was plealed tq make¢
the following mott gracious Speech.
My Lords and Gentlemen, .c\,_
ITis\& great Satiga&ion to me,that at rpe
meeting the firft Parliamenr fummoned and
convened Zy my Authority, I am able to give
You Hopes of feeing the publich Peate and
Tmnzuility very foon reftored. I very much
wifbed, thai the firft Period ef my Reign
might bave been difci»éng{bed, by fmti;;g an
immediate End to the Froubles and Diforders
of Europe, by a Redultion of fome Part of
iny Forces, a, Diminution of Taxes, and all
the happy Confequences of an bonourable and
;/taﬁi{ﬁd Peace : To which my Endeavours
ave in no Manner been wanting, as far as
awas confiftent with maintaining the Toféf-
Sions, Rights and Priviieges of my Kingdom,

Y

and, I promife my [clf, not &withour great fi

Probability of Succefs.

I am ery fenfible of the difagreeable and
lineafy Situation én which our Affairs have
becn for fome Time, and bave been extremely
concerned to fee many of the Incomveniencies
of a War attending us, mithour any Oppor-
tunity of refenting the Injuries we [uftained,
or gaining any of thofe Advantages in Re-
turny which the wigorous Profecution of [o
jupt a Caufe, and the Succels of our Arms
wighe probably have fecured to us.

But you are [ufficiently apprized, that Pre-
lLiminary Articles for 4 Geﬂeraf Pacification
awere fome time ago figned and accepted by
the contralting Parties on both Sides, and
although the Katifications of them had been
exchanged by me apd my Allies, avith bis
Tmpersal Majefly y the good Effells espelted
Srom them were rerarded by the Refufal, on
the Part of Spain, to exccure fomé of the
moft material Points contained in them, and
by Endcavours to alter and explain fome Ar-
ticless i;sfuch @ manner as émmediately affec-
ted the Poffeffions and the juft Rightsof m
Kingdom.” I'tberefore; jointly with vy M-
Yesy declined exthanging the Ratifications of
the Preliminaries with the Court of Spain,
und rejeffed all fuch Propofitiens as awere de-
trimental and z;;jurious 20 my Hononr and the

dngereft of my People. . .
By thefe Means the Négociations were nn-

#v0idally carried info & tedions Lengeh,
Swhich I endured with the greater ‘Pasience,
Jrem an earneft Defive to procare to my Sub-
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jects a fafe and honourable Pedce, and to fee

the Tranguilicy of Europe preferved and fer-
tled .upon e folid and lafting Foundatson

Diuring which Time I received from the moft

Chriftiay Kingy.qnd the States General; the
greatoft Proofs of their Sincerity] and a Re-

newal of s firongefl Affurances imaginable,

that they would eﬁé&uk#y make good alltheir

Bugagements; é4 Supporr  of the Common

Calife, and of vup mutual Inrerefts ; and I
am very glad, that Ican acquaint you, that

out joint Endeavours have bad fo good an Ef-
26by thae by the lafp Advices from Abroad, .
I aws grear Reafon o hope, that the Diff-
’cum'c\f avhich bave bitherso retarded the Ex-

ecution of the Preliminaries, and the openin
of the Congre3{avill foon be entirely removed.

. However, it «vill in the mean time be ab-
Jobuzely ﬂec{ejﬁtry to continue, as our Allies

have already refolved to doj the Pleparations-
awbivh bave bitherto bean our Securily, and
prevented an open Rupture én Ewurope, that

we may nor gt once lofe all the Advaniages
which our former Expences and Vigour have
fo nearly procyred, by fot being in a Condi-
tion, €f thar Neceffity (hould unespettedly
be brought upon us, to vindicate our Honour

and affers our Rights: And you inay depend
upon st, thar my firft Care fball be, to reduce
rom Time to Time the Expence of the Pub-
ek as often, and as foon as the Intereft and

Safety of my DTeople avill pérmgse sty

The Preliminary Artictes, and fuck bther
Treaties and. Conventions, as have not ye:
been communicared 1o Parliament, and which
may withour manifefe. Prejudice be expofed
20 publitk View, foall be laid before you.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

I kave given Orders to the proper Officers
to prepare und lay before you IEfimates
of the Expenges far the Service of the Cur-.
rent Jear, and you ray be affured, that the
Supplies which I find myfelf obliged to de-
mand of you, fhall as certainly, as they do.
exceed my Wifbes and Inclinations, be employl
ed folely for the Iutereft and Security of thew
Natioy. ~ And Imake ng doubt, but thar if
[ any Method ¢an be foynd out, for raifing the
neceffary Supphies, lefs grievcus to my Pesple
than another, that «will bave the Preference
Lin al) your Deliberarions:

I think myfeif obliged to recommend to yoy
& Cofifideration of the greateft Importancey
and Jf fheuid look upon it as a great Happsi-
nefs, ofs at the Beginning of my. Reign, T
could fee the Foundation tald of [o grear and
nereffary a Work, as the Increafe and En-
couragenent of our Searirer in geﬂ'eral, that
they may be spvited rarher than compelled
by Force and Videncey to enter into zhe Ser~
yvice of their Cointry, &s often as Occafion
fbajl requsre it. A €onfideration worthy of
the Reprefentatives of a People great and
flourifhing in Trade and Navigotion.
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