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From fafurogp Januvary 18, to

Weftminfer, fanuary 21.

IS Majefty came this Day to the
Houle of Peers, and being in His
Royal Robes, {cated on the Throne
with the ufual Sulemnity, Sir Charles

Lueday January 2L, 1718,

It is with wo fma}l Concern, that I am a»
ain oblig'd, to [peak to my ‘Parliament in
this State of Uncertainty, nor am I infen-
fible of the Burtbens which my Subjetts bear,
and that §nour prefent Circumftances, fomemay
e induced to think, that an altusl War 3
preferable ta fuch a doubtful and smperfett

Dalton Gentleman Uther of the Black Rod,
was fene with a Meflage from His Majefty

to the Houle of Commons, commandiag }/

their Attendance in the Houfe of Peers ;
the Commons being come thither accor-
-dingly, His Majefty was plealed to make
the {ollowing moft gracious Speech.
1\/12' Lords and Gentlemen,
I‘ m fenfible you are met together in Ex-
peltation of being informed of the prefent
Situation of publick Affairs, and of receiving
thas Satisfaltion, which the Expences alrea-
dy made, andthe Apprebenfion of thesr being
continued for fome longer Time, make it juft
and reafonable for you to defire.

The~ Execution of the Preliminary Arti-
tles, and the opening the Congrefs ar Soiffons,
#aid a Foundation for you to entertain Hopes
of [eeing, very Joon, the bappy Fruits and
Effetts of a general Pacification.

But vhe various end extenfive Views, wckich
Jelb under Confiderarion, sn fettling and re-
conisling the different Inrerefts and Preten-
fious of fo many different Powers, appear’d

o be & Work o &ﬁ much Time and Dificulty,
that the Projelt of a Provifional Treaty was

thought of, as & proper Expedsent ; awhich
eing concerted and wegociated among the
DMizsfiers of the principal Pdwers, Parties to
the Treatios of Hamover and Vienna, was
approved of by -Me and My Alliosy not with-
vus reafonable Hopes of the Concurrence of the
dmpersal Court, and the Court of Madrid.
Buz no definirive dnfwer being yer recurn’d
Ly either of them, nor the Projelt of the
ro%aml Treary either accepred or rejelted,
the Fate of Europe és flill Leld in Sufpence,
Tabouying under “Dificulties, that usavifdadly
attend fuch @ dosbrful and sndetermin’d

Peace. Bur as the Exchange is éafy to be
made af any Time, and as Lam confidens, I
hall nor be rhought backward in doing My~
Jelf and the Nation Fuftice, when a proper
Occafion calls ugon Me for it, I kope youwill
believe, that @ uft Regard for the Eafe and
Inteveft of my ‘People, abone prevailed upow
Mes rari ~ s luger fome tempovary Tsconve:
niencies, with the datly Profpect of obraining
4 fafe and honourable Peace, thar too preci-
preately to kindle a War in Eurcpe, and to
flunge 1he Nation into fiill greater and un-
knawn Expences.

Bur bow difagreeable fopver thefe Delays
may be, nothing is more unjuft than to impute
them to the Condull of Me or My Ajlies :
No Endeavours éndeed have been wanting ro
feparate and diffobve the bappy Union that is
eftablif’d among us ; bur long Experience and
repeated Prosfsof murual Fidelity, bave [o
Sfirengtiben’d and cemented this Alliance, foun-
ded upon, and united by common Insereft,
that all Attemprs to weaken 1t, or to ¢resre
Fealoufies and Difftdence among us, have pro-
ved as vain and fruithefs, as the Dufinvations
vo0 the contrary are falle and grouvdlefs.

Ir will neverthelefs be sncumbent upon us
to b?‘iﬂf this smportant Tranfaction to a [pee-
@y and certain Decifion, that, if & Concinfion
can be pur to it, confiftent with rbe Security
and Prefervation of the Rights, Privileges
and Poffeffions of Great Britain, and my
Allies, the Bleffings of Peace may be diffufed
shroughour Euripe, and My Kingdoms again
enjoy the happy Effecls of a fettled Tranqui=
Uty : Or, §f this cannos be had, that the
Ailies may unite with Vigour and Refclution,
and exert themfelves in procuring that Fuftice
and .S’atl-‘/sfaé'fim nobick bas been fo long de-
bayed. If this fbould unavoidably be the Cafe,.

Conditign.

¥ depend wpon the Zeak and Affeélion of ngz’s
Pgra



