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Westminsier, January zi. 

IS Majesty came this tJay to the 
House-of Peers, and being in His 
Royal Robes, seated on the Throne 
v. ith the usual Solemnity, Sir Charles 

Dailton Gentleman Usher ofthe Black Rod, 
was sent with a Message from His Majesty 

It is with tio small Concern, that I am a* 
^ain oblig'd, to speak to my 'Parliament in 
this State of Uncertainty, nor am I insen
sible ofthe Burthens which my SubjeEis bear, 
and that in our present drcumfiances,somemay 
ie induced to think, that an a£lual War is 
preferable to such a doubtful and imperfeEl 
Teace. But as the fix-change is easy to be 
made at any Time, and as I am confident, I 

to the House of Commons, commanding floall not be thought backward in doing My-. 
their Attendance in the House of Peers , self ani the Nation .Justice, wben a proper 
the Commons being come thither accor-* Occasion calls upon Me for it, I hose you ivill 

-dingly, His Majesty was pleased to make j believe, that 4 ust Regard for the Ease and, 
the following most gracious Speech. j Interest of my People, alone prevailed upon 

sM% rats " Mji$&rfistme temporary Inconve-
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

/
Am sensible you are met togetber in Ex
pectation of being informed ofthe present 

Situation of publick .Affairs, and of receiving 
that Satisfaction, ivhich tbe Expences alrea
dy made, ani the Apprehension of-their being 
continued for some longer "Time, make it just 
and reasonable for you to desire. 

she Execution of the Preliminary Arfi-
rles, ani tbe opening tbe Congress at Soissons, 
laid a Foundation for you to entertain Hopes 
of seeing, very soon, the bappy Fruits and 
EffeEis of a general Pacification. 

Sut the various and extensive Views, whicb 
fell under Consideration, in settling ani re
conciling the different Interests and Preten
sions of so many -different Powers, appear'd 
to be a Work of so much Time and Difficulty, 
that t}oe Project of a Provisional Treaty was 
thought of, as a proper Expedient ; which 
ieing concerted and negociated among tbe 
Ministers of the principal Pdwers, Parties to 
she Treaties of Hanover and Vienna, was 
approved of by -Me ani My Allies, not with
out reasonable Hopes ofthe Concurrence of tlie 
Imperial Court, and the Court of Madrid., 

Sut no definitive Answer being yeP return'd 
by either of them, nor tbe Prosed of the 
^Provisional Treaty either accepted or rejeElci, 
ihe Fate of Europe is still held in Sufpence, 
tabouring under (Difficulties, that unavoidably 
attend fucb ,.a .doubtful and undeteimjn'd 
Condition. 

niencies, with the daily PrcfpeEf of obtaining 
a safe and honourable Peace, than too preci
pitately to kindle a War in Europe, and to 
plunge the Nation into- still greater and un* 
known Expenses. 

Sut how disagreeable soever these Delays 
may be, nothing is more unjust than to impute 
them to the ConduEl of Me or My •-Allies : 
No Endeavours iideed have been wanting ta 

separate and dissolve the hippy Union, that is 
establifh'd among us; but long Experience and 
repeated Pntffsjif mutual Fidelity, bave so 
strengthen'd ani cemented this Alliance, foun
ded upon, and united by common Interest, 
that all Attempts to weaken ity or to create 
Jealousies ani -Diffidence among us, have pro*-
vei as vain and fruitless, as the* Insinuations 
to the contrary are false and groundless. 

It will nevertheless be incumbent upon us 
to bring this important TranfaEfion to a spee
dy and certain Decision, that, if d Conclusion 
can be put to it, consistent witb the Security 
and Preservation of the Rights* Privileges 
ani Possessions of -Great Sritain, and mf 
Allies, the Blessings of Peace may be diffused 
throughout Eurofe* nnd My Kingdoms agaifi 
enjoy tbe happy EffeEis of a settled Trauqui-* 
lity : Or, if thfs cannot be bad, that the 
Allies may unite with Vigour and Resolution, 
and exert themfilves in procuring that Justice 
and SatisfaElion *wbich bas been so long de
layed. Isthisfhiuli unavoidably bethe Cafe,. 
I depend upon the Zeal ani Affttfion of this 

Par-


