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From ThUrsbap May 23. to PHUNDAY May 27. 1672,

Whitehal, May 23, By Letters from His Majefties
Fleer we bave this following Account.
N Sunday the 19 inftant, about four in
the Motning, the Wind at N W a
. {mall Gale, we weigh-d Anchor and
flood to the Northward , to lock for the
Dutch Fleet, we being then about fix
Leagues NE fromthe Northforeland ; at Noon we
faw the Dutch Fleet § E of us, ftanding for the
Coaft of Flanders, the Wind at § ¥ a fine Gale,
and fmooth Water ; at four in the Afternoon we got
up with them on the wearher Gage; atfix a clock
the Vanof our Fleet had the Jength of the Van of
theirs , we being about two miles to windward of
them , we kept’our Fleet along with the Boav of
their Bleet , but the Night being fo near , hisRey
al Highnefs thought it not convenient to Frght them
shen , buttokeep near them all Night, and Fight
them next Morning; at Nine at Night, the Duich
tacked and ftooltothe N Weftward, and we tack-
ed and ftood along with them, a fmall Veflz] a

head of us, having but fowr Fathom Water, on '

the Sands on the Coalt of Flanders, called the
Rumbles. At 12 aClock the Durch Fleet tacked
again, and ftood to the § Esfftward, we tacked
and flood along with them, it being afrefh Gale
at § W andindiffcrent dirk,

On Mu:day the Veather being very hafie and
foggy, the Wind at W § i a frefh Gale, we could
not fee the Dut h Fleet’; at three of the clock ia the
Morning we tacked and ftood to the N Wefiward
atNide 1t cleared up the Wind coming to the' N #/,
and blowing hard, we handed our Main Top Sailes;
at tenit clearing vp to the Eaftward , we faw the
Du ch Fleet alterne of us about three Leagues

S E, We tack.d and ftood withthem; 2t one

f the Clock we got up with them on their wea-
ther Gage, they and we fiemming up & by #,
itblowirg fo hard, that wecould not Fight them,
w kcpttﬁem Company till three a clock in the af-
ternoon » about three miles to Windward of them,

ey ftanding over for the Banks of Flanders, and
we being doubtful of the Shoals, tacked and ftood
away tothe N N Weftward, the Wind at % a flout
Gale; atfixa Clock at Night we anchoredin 29
Fathom water , reckoning the Northforeland to be
8§ W by § from usabout ten Leagues.

On Tuefday, clofe Weather , 51:: Wind at Wby
South a fine Gale, at, four we Weighed and flood
to the Southward j atfive a clock wefaw the Durch
Fleet out of the E, as far aswe could welldefcr
them , they ftood over for the Coaft of Flenders,
it begining to blow hard ; at eight a Clock we
%acked and food for Sonid Bay, at 12 we pafled
by the Gallopertothe Eaftward of it half a mile;
at eight aclock we were before Sould Bay, about
three Leagues off plying in.

AntwerpsMay 17. We here have this following Lift
.of the principal Officers of the Dutch Fleet
In the firft Squadron of the Maefe and Rotterdam.

DesRuyter Lieur, Admiral General,
¥an Effe, Licur, Admital,

De Liefde, Vice-Admiral,
Van EJe, the younger, Reer.Admiral,
Tu the fecond squadron of Holland and Amfterdam
Van Gbent, Admiral.
Schwertg, Vice Admiral,
De Haan, ReedPAdmiral,
In the third Squadron o
Adrian Bankaert, Admiral,
Cornelius Everty, Vice-Admisal.
" Fan Matthy, Reer-Admiral,
In the fourth Squadron of Friezland.

Hans Willem van Alve, Admiral,

Enno Lcndes, Vice-Admiral,

B. unsfeld, Reer-Admiral,

I. she ffth $q adron of North-Halland.
Admirals plice not ye: fupplied ,

Fan Serm Vice-Admiral,

David Flory , Reer Admiral,
From the Hague they write, thac they had Letters

+ from theii Fleet giving them account,that they had

. got view of the E..glifh Fleet near the Downs, ccnfiffs

| 1ng of about 30 Sail, and thitthey were comef near

one another , that the Scouts had exchanged feveral

Guns ; That the Eng'ith F eet went Welterly ro joyn

with the French, avnich by reafon of contrary Wind g,

the Dutch conld not hinder, though it is well known,

thatthe Winds have blown altcgether Fafter]ly for
many days ; but thofe Prople are ut d to fwalfow
every thing, how abfurdly foever faid. In the
mean time we hear from Rorterdam, Amfterdam, and
other places, thatthe Merchants begin very much to
complain of the interruptien of Trade, and of the
great Taxes that are laid upon them, tothatexcefs ¢
that there is hardly any living, and which if conti-
nued. may jts feared, occafion a difturbance a<
mongft the People, who will not be leng able to
bear thofe heavy burthens,

Ditto, We have juft now Letters from Hollsz}
which tell us, that their Fleet lay in the Kings Chan-
nel, and that the Bnglifh were Retreated into the

River, to the number of §o Sa]l > becaufe they

were not yet joyned with th= French , and that the

Dutch had refolved to fink Ships to hinder their come

ing out; They farther add, that they had certain

news, that the §t. 4adr.w an Englith man of War;
had been burnt in the River of Thames, by the care~
lefnefs of fome Men on board her 3 with (uch ridicus

“lous r ports as thefe arg , they endeavor to keep up

. the falfe Courage of the common $sople, whocer-

tainly would fallintogreat difordeés, did they bus

know the truth of theircondition at bome and abroad,
Bruffels, My 24. Our Letters arrived yefterday
from Maeftricht affure us, that his moft Chriftian

Majefty was removed with Ris Aimy from Pifet,and -

was on his march towards the Rhyne, by the way of

Aix la Chapelle , together with the Prince of Condey
and the Marefhal Tufeane., with the Fofces under
their refpe@ive Commands. His {aid Majelty hath
as we are told,left about 15000 Men in Ga ifonin
feveral Places in that Bithoprick, as in Mafeyck,

Tongres ,Vifet , &rc, which lying near to Macftrichs,

will wholly” block up that place. -Laft night came

hither two Dutch Regiments from Mens and Valen-
ciennes

Zealands




