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Weftminfter, Jatuary 13

I‘_] ES Majcfty came this Day to the Houfe
;f eers, and besng in His Royal Robes,
¢a

ted on the Throne with the nfual So-
Yemnity, Sir Charles Dalton, Gentleman Ufber
of the Black Rod, was fent with a Meffage
Jrom His Majefty to the Houfe of Commons,
commanding their Attendance in she Houfe of
Peers ; the Commons being come thither ac-
cordingly, His Majefty wwas pleafed to make
the Jollowing moft grackous Speech.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
IT is with great Satisfaction I acquaint you,

that We have at length extricated Our-
felves from the many Difficulties and Incen-
veniencies that attended the uncertain State
of Aftairs in Europe, by having concluded
an abfoluté Peace with the Crown of Spain.

This Negociation has been carried onm,
and finifbed, with a perfe® Union, Harmo-
ny and Fidelity, between Me and my Allies,
with no other View, but to prevent th¢ Mi-
feries and Confulion of a2 War, which if once
kindled in Europe, it had been as hard to
know the End, as tb determine the Succefs
.of fuch afatal Event.

+ As this Alliance is built upon the Founda-

tion, and is agreeable to the Purport and In-
tentions of former ‘'Treaties, without any

Alterations in the principal Articles, but fuch

as tend to render more efte¢tual what the
Contraé‘tini Powers in the Quadruple Alli-
ance were before engaged, to fee performed,
it is very juftly to be prefumed, that from
this happy Beginnink, the great Work of a
General Pdcitication will foon be perfect and
<compleat.

But if contrary to Expectation, atid itf Re-
fentment of the prefent Engagements an
tiew Troubles, although with lictle Profpcé{
of Suceefs fhould be railed in Europe, to op-
pofe or difappoint the Execution of them, I
am tonfident, I fhall not want the Support
and Affiftance of my Parliament, in fo juft a
‘Caule, which hath the joint Concurrence of
fo many confiderable Powers, for the Ho-
nour and Credit of the prefent Meafures and

_their united Stretigth; in Maintenancd of our
mutual Stipulations.

{n the mean time I can affure you, that I
have made it my firlt Care, to confule the
immediate Interefts of thefe my Kingdems,
preferable to any other Confideration, and at
the Hazard of all other Events.

All former Treaties and Conventions made
with Spain in favour of our Trade and Navi-
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gation, are renewed and confirthed, not only
a free and uninterrupted Exercife of our Coma
merce for the future, is reftored, but juftand
ample Reftitution and Reparation for unlaw-
ful Seizures and Depredations, are exprefly
ftipulated and agreed to ; in general, all
Rights, Privileges and P(S{il'eﬂions, in any
manner belonging to Me and my Allies, are
folemnly reeftablithed, confirmed and gua-
ranticd, and not one Conceffion is made to
the Prejudice of Me or my Subjedts.

By this Mecans a Foundation is laid for re-
moving all former Animofities and Mifunder-
flandings between the Kingdoms of Great
Britain and Spain-{ and it is not at all to be
doubted, but that by a faithful Execution of
our feciprocal Engagements, a perfect Friend-
fhip betwixe the two Nations, united by the
common Ties of mutual Intereft, may be
more firongly eftablifhed and cemented than
ever. N

And that my Subjects might reap the ear«
liett Fruits of this advantageous Peace, I gave
Orders for the immediate Redultion of a
great Number of my Land Forces, and for
i}alying up and dilcharging a great Part of my

eet.

Gentlemen of ths Houfe of Commons,

*This will make a conliderable Saving, in
the Expence of the current Year, and I ﬁope
it will give a general Satisfa®ion to my
People, as it is a moft fenfible Plealure to
Me.  The proper Eftimates fhall be laid be-
fore you; and I make no doubt, but you will
grant Me the neceffary Supplies, and enable
Me to make good my Engagements with m
Allies, in fuch Manner as fhall be moft ét-
fectual for the publick Service, and moft
eafy to your Fellow-Subjects..

You will fe¢ by the Accounts that will be
laid before you, the Statex Produce and Aps

lication ot the Sinking-#8nd,as far as has
f been hitherto dire¢ted by A& of Parliament §
fand you will not fail to take into your Con-
 fideration, the further Difpofition of the
growing Produce. You are'the Judges,
whether the, Circumftances of the Sinking-
Fund, and, of the National Debt, will as
yet admit: of giving any Eafe where the Du-
ties are moft grievous. I have the greateft
Regard for the Sinking-Fund; and I look
with Compalfion, upon the Hardfhips of the
poor Artificers and Manufacturers. * I leave
it to your Determination what may reafona-
bly, and with due Caution be dope, upon this
critical Confideration. .

My Lords and Gentiemen,

That we may receive the, natural Advan-

¢ages of our prefent Sitimtion; I muft, in the
‘ itrongeft




