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ON the 14th Instant the "General As­
sembly of the Church of Scotland! 
met St Edinburgh, and chose for 
their Moderator Mr. William Ha­

milton. His Majesty's Commission to the 
Right Honourable the Eari of Lo*udoun was 
read • as was likewise his Majesty's most gra­
cious Letter to the Assembly. His Maje­
sty's High Commissioner made a Speech 
to the Aflembly, which was answered on 
their Part by the" Moderator * and a Com­
mittee being appointed, drew up a duti­
ful Answer to his Majesty's mort gracious 
Letter ; which having been transmitted by 
the Moderator to his Grace the Duke »f New­
castle his -Majesty's Principal Secretary of 
State, has by him been presented to his Ma­
jesty, who was pleased to receive it very gra­
ciously. 
His Majesty's High Commissioner's Speech to 

the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland.. 

Right Reverend and Right Honourable, 
V O U are met together in this Assembly 
•*• under his Majesty's Protection, to deli­

berate upon what is proper to be done in your 
Capacities-for the promoting of.true Religion, 
and to concert tne Measures that may best 
conduce to the Peace jand Welfare of the 
Church, the Advancement of Piety and Vir 
-tue, the preventing the Growth of Popery^ 
jind the suppressing of Prophaneness and Im­
morality. 

These are the great Ends ofyour Meeting, 
in whichyou have always us'd your most sin­
cere and hearty Endeavours. 

The Assurances the King" has been pleased 
to give you in his most gracious Letter of his 
Approbation and Concurrence in whatever 
may effectually answer these good Purposes, 
must be very agreeable to you, and encourage 
you more and more in the Pursuit of them. 

That you inay be the better enabled to pre­
vent the Growth of Popery and Ignorance in 
the Highlands and Islands/ his Majesty hi\s 
been graciously pleas'd to renew his Warrant 
for One thousind Pounds for the Entertain­
ment of Itinerant Ministers artd Catechists in 
the Countries, jto be managed and accounted 
for in the Manner as in the Warrant which is 
in my Hands. I hope by the Blessing of God 
you have made some Progress there, iri teach­
ing those People Religion and Royalty, and 
that you Will continue to take Ca/e, that the 
pious Purposes for which it is granted, may be 
still farthercarry'd t>n. 

I have received his Majesty's Commands to 
affpre you, that he is very sensible of the stea­
dy Adherence ofthis Church to the Success, 
siori of "his- Fairrily, -and to the Pjotestantjn-
tefest^"general, andthat he "has an—e*htTre 
Coni-idt-'nce .rryodr LfyVlty, T - .^ ^ ^ 

I am at*-£h*bri*zed bytbe {rfng to tell you, 
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Ithat it is his Majesty's fixt and determin'd R <•*-•-
' solution, inviolably to maintain the Presby­
terian Government pfthe Church of Scotland 
in the full Enjoyment of all its Rights and 
Privileges. . 

Right Reverend and Right ..Honour abl?, 
His Majesty has been gracioully pleased to 

confer upon jne the Honour of representing 
his Royal Person in this Aflembly. , 

The Proofs you have given of your Zeal 
for his Majesty's Service, and your Conduct 
in former Assemblies, particulaily in those 
where I had the Honour to repielent his pre­
sent Majesty and his Royal Father, have en­
couraged me to updertake rhis great Trust, 
in which the Prudence that prevails in all 
your Consultations will be a gieat Assistance 
to me in discharging it with Fidelity to his 
Majesty, and a sincere Regard to the Interest 
of this Church. 
- Your hearty Dispositions to the Good both 
of Church and State, the Unanimity, Mode­
ration and Brotherly Love, that I am confi­
dent will appear in your Proceedings, and 
cast a Lustre upon them, together with the E-. 

Juity and Justice of your Decisions, and the 
)ispatch of Afiairs to come before you, can­

not fail to bring this Aflembly to a happy-
Conclusion, and afford me the Pleasure of 
giving a good Account ofit to his Majesty. 
The General Assembly's Answer to His Ma­

jesty's most gracious Letter. 
May it f lease your Majesty, 

"*T*-HE repeated Assurances and frequent In-
•*• stances of your Majesty's Royal Favour 

and Countenance, renew'd in your Majesty's 
most gracious Letter, with which we are ho-
nour'd at this Time, next to the Favour of 
our God, gives us the greatest Joy. 

Your Majesty's Royal Approbation, in id 
full a Manner ofthe Conduct of former Gpr 
neral Assemblies qf this Church, the- Cpupte-
nance which yqur Majesty *-vit'h so much I-jlea*** ' 
sure graciously gives to our present -Meetjpg, 
and your Majesty's unalterable Respjjt-tjon to 
maintain this Chijrcl"., as, it is estal^tthed by 
Law, in the full and pei-fe-ct Enjoypient of all 
its Rights and Pjjj-ileges, bijing us under the 
strongest Obligation to/be of ths* fame Dis­
positions and Intentions as former Aflemblies 
Jiave been., ari.fi to d ^ c t all our Proceedings 
so the (plory Qĵ "sjqd»._the Advancement of 
your Majesty's l ^ v i ^ the Prosperity of the 
Church, arid t\e, jG-̂ ad of ttje Cquatry. 

VY-3 beg Leave with all Humility to express 
our grateful AcIpa,wsedg-,-a.ents gf the Assu­
rances which your Majesty (is pleased to give 
•ysosyourJRoyal Favo-j-f̂ -MK*) Protection '̂*-* th.e 
Prosecutjon of,ludf-i Measures asrnay jbeÆca**-
ducj** to these gfe^Ends of our meeting* tb^j 
Peace ajar) Welfare, of the Church, the Adj-
vancement pf Piety anp y irtue. the prevgp?--
in-f the-Growth of Popery, andthe suppres­
sing of Profa.neness and Immorality. And we 
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