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Whitehall, May 0.

N the 14th Inftant tﬁe ‘General Afs

fembly of the Church of Scotland

met 4t Edinburgh, and chofe for

. their Moderator Mr. William Ha-
milton, His Majefty’s Commiffion to the
Right Honourable the Earl of Loudoun was
read ; as was likewile his Majefty’s moft gra-
cious Letter to the Aflembly. His Maje-
fty’s High Commiifioner made a Speech
to the Aflembly, which was anfwered on
their Part by the Moderator ; and a Com-
mittee being appointed, drew up a duti-
ful Anfwer to his Majefty’s molt gracious

Letter ; which having been tranfmitted by
the Moderator to his Grace the Duke of New-
caftle his Majefty’s Principal Secretary of
State, has by him been prefented to his Ma-
jetty, who was pleafed to receive it very gra-
cioufly.

His Majefty’s High Commiffioner’s Speech te

the General Aflembly of the Church of

Scotland. . .
Righs Revérend and Right Honourable,
1”OU are met together in this Aflembly
under his Majefty’s Protection, to deli-
berate upon what is proper to be done in your
Capacities<for the promoting oftrue Religion,
and to concert the Meafures that may beft
conduce tothe Peace and Welfare of the
Church, the Advancement of Piety and Vir-
-tue, the prevénting the Growth of Popery,
and the {uppreffing of Prophanenefs and Im-
morality.

Thefe are the great Ends of your Meeting,
in which you have always us’d your moft fin~
cere and hearty Endeavours. '

The Aflurances the King' has been pleafed
to give you in his moft gracious Letter of his
Approbation and Concurrence in whatever
may effectually anfwer thefe geod Purpofes,
muft be very agreeable ta you, and encourage
you more and more in the Purfuit of them.

That you tnay be the better enabled to pre-
vent the Growth of Popery and Ignorance in
the Highlands and Ilands, his Majefty has
been gracioufly pleas’d to renew his Warrant
for One thoufand Pounds for the Entertain-
ment of Itinerant Minifters and Catechifts in
the Countries, to be managed and accounted
for in the Mannér as in the Warrant which is
in my Hands. 1 hope by the Bleifing of God
you have made fome Progrefs there, in teach-
ing thofe People Religion apd Loyalty, and
that you will coptinue to také Care, that the
pious Purpofes for which it is granted, may be
ftill farthercarry’d én. . '

I have received his Majefty’s Comrmands to
allure you, that he is very fenfible of the ftea-
dy Adherence of this Church to the Succel;
fiort of ‘his. Famtily, ‘and to the Proteftant In- )
tereft in°general, and that he has an—dhtire
Confidente In-yodr Loyaley, , - .

I am aithorized bythe Kfng to tcﬁ“;lou,

[ Price Two-Perce. }

| that it is his Majefty’s fixt and determin’d Re¢—-

folution, inviolably to maintain the Presby-
terian Government of the Church of Scotland
in the full Enjoyment of all its Rights and
Privileges.

Right Rewrem} and Right_Honcurable,

His Majefty has been gracioutly pleafed to
confer upon me the Honour of reprelenting
his Royal Perfon in this Aflembly. s

The Proofs you have given of your Zeal
for his Majefty’s Service, and your Condudt
in former Aflemblies, particulaily in thofe -
where I had the Honour to reprefent his pre-
fent Majefty and his Royal Father, have en-
couraged me to updertake rhis great Truft,
in which the Prudence that prevails in all
your Confultations will be a gieat Affiftance
to me in difcharging it with Fidelity to his
Majefty, and a fincere Regard to the Intereft
of this Church. :
- Yourhearty Difpofitionsto the Good both
of Church and State, the Unanimiry, Mode-
ration and Brotherly Love, that I am confi-
dent will appear in your Proceedings, and
caft a Luftre upon them, together with the E.
iguity and Juftice of your Decifions, and the

ifpatch of Affairs to come, before you, ¢an-
not fail to bring this Aflembly to a happy
Conclufion, and afford me the Pleafure of
giving a good Account of it to his Majefty.
The General Aflembly’s Anfwer to His Ma-

jefty’s moft graeious Letter.

May it pleafe your Majefly, .
THE repeated Aflurances and frequent In-

ftances of your Majefty’s Royal Favour
and Countenance, renew’d in your Majefty’s
moft gracious Letter, with which we are ho-
nour’d at this Time, next to the Favour of
our God, givesus the greateft Joy.

Your Majefty’s Royal Approbation, in {o-
full a Manner of the Conduét of former Ge-
neral Aflemblies qf this Church, the Counte~
nance which your Majefty with fo much Rleam -
fure gracioufly gives to our prelent Meeting,
and your Majefty’s unalterable Refylution to
maintain this Chyrch, as it is eftablithed by
Law, in the full and pex;flc& Enjoyment of all
jts Rights and Priyileges, bing us under the
ftrongeft Obligation to;'be of the fame Dif-
Eoﬁtigns and I;tentéqns&a:l lfarmcx;) Aflemblies

ave been to ditgs our Proceedings
to th Glc’)r?n of.:?(;adithe Advancement of
your jcﬁggis ices ¢he Profperity of the
JChuV(ch, and the Iigm? of the Gguntry.

We beg Leave with all Humility to exprefs
our grateful Ackngw dégncnts gf the Aflu-
rances which yopr Majetty ds plealed to give
usof your.Royal avopy,and Protection, in the
Profécutjon of fuch Mealutes as may beft can-
guc to thele griéaty Ends of our meeting, the)

eace and Welfare of the Church, the Adn
vancement of Piety aqc‘[ Yirtue, the prevept~
ing the Growth' of Popery, and the fuppref-

{ing of Profanencls and Immorality. And we
efteem
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