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Whiteball, May 23,

N the 4th Inftant the General A"
fembly of the Church of Scotland
met at Edinburgh, and chofefor their
Moderator Mr. Neil Campbell, Prin-

cipal of the Univerfity of Glafgow. HisMa-
jetty’s Commitfion conftituting the Right Ho-
nourable the Marquefs of Lothian His Majefty’s
High Commiffioher was read ; as was alfo
His {Vlajeﬁy’s moft gracious Letter to the Ge-
neral Aflembly. His Majefty’s High Com-
miffioner made a Speech to the Aflembly; to
which the Moderator in their Name returned
a very refpeétful Anfwer. Thena Commit-
tee being appointed, drew up a meft loyal
and dutif%l Anfwer to His Majefty’s moft gra-
cious Letter ; which Anfwer was unanimoufly
agreed to on the 6th ; and having been trani-
mitted to his Grace the Duke of Newcaftle
one of His Majefty’s Principal Secretaries of
State, has by him been laid before His Majefty.

May it pleafe your Majefty,

YOUR Majefty being plealed in your moft

gracious Letter to us, kindly to exprefs
your Satisfattion with the Zeal and Loyalty
of our former Affemblies, and their Affec.
tion to your Perfon, Royal Family, and Go-
vernment, is a great Pleafure to us, and can-
not but engage us. carefully to follow the
fame dutiful Meafures in this Meeting,.

We efteem it our great Hagpinefs, that we
have a Soveieign upon the Throne, who re-
commends to us the purfuing of fo high and
good Ends, as the Glory of God, the Peace
of the Church, and the Welfare of our Coun-
try 5 and that your Majefty is gracioufly plea-
fed, from a Perfwafion of dur Regard to thefe
Ends, willingly to countenance our Meeting
with your Royal Authority, and to renew -on
this Occafion the Affurances which you have
formerly given us, of your fixt Purpofe and
Refolution to maintain this Church, as it is
eftablithed by Law, in the full and free Poflef
fion and Enjoyment of all its juft Rights and
Privileges, which we moft thankfully ac-
knowledge, and prefume with Confidence to
rely upon. ‘

The promoting of true Religion and Vir-
tue, the preventing the Growth of Popery,
and {upprefling of Profanenefs and Immorality,
we hope, fhall always be the great Subject

and Defign of our Confultations ; for the act
complihing of thefe valuable Ends, we are
fcnﬁEle how much (under God) we need your
Majefty’s Royal Protection and Encourage-
ment, upon which (we blels God) your Ma-
jefty is gracioufly pleafed to allow us always
to depend.

Your Majefty’s expreffing {uch Confidence
in our Wiflom and i-rudence, is doing us the
greateft Honour ; and we hope, through the
Divine Afliftance, that our Debates and Pro-
ceedings thall be conducted with that Mode-
ration and Calmnefs, and that Brotherly Love
and Charity, which becomes fuch a Body, and
which are neceffary to fecure the. Succefs of
our Counfels and Meafures. And we efteem
it an Evidence of your Majefty’s great Good-
nefs, that our Behaviour in a Manner {o a-
greeable to our Duty and Intereft, will re-
commend us to your Royal Favour.

The Choice your Majefty has made of the
moft Honourable the Marquefs of Lothian, to
reprefent your Royal Perfon in this Aflembly,
is moft acceptable to us, whoare fully fatisfied
of his Loyalty and Zeal for your Majefty’s
Service, ot his Affe&ion and Councern for this -
Church, and firm Adherence to its Principles,
and of bis Abilicies for the Difcharge of fo
great a Truft : All which juftly oblige us to
efteem this Choice, as a new and great Mark
of your Majefty’s Royal Favour to us; and
we beg leave to alfure your Majetty, that no-
thing ih«l be wanting on our Part, to make
the Difcharge of his high Truft eafy and
agreeable to him. : :

We humbly prelume to take this Opportu-
pity of acknowledging, with the greateft
Thankfulnefs, your Majefty’s Royal Bounty i
renewing your pious and charitable Donation,
for the Reformation of the Highlands and
Iflands. It is with great Pleafure that we can
affure your Majefty, that the Application
thereof in former Years, hath produced vety
good Eftects, and we hope it fhall ftill pro-

uce more § and for that E-3, it fhall be our
Care, f‘aitht:ully to employ ic to the gaod and
laudable Purpofes for w hich your Majofty hath
been pleafed td grant it, and in an exact Con-
formity to your Majefiy’s Royal Orders.

May our gracious God, who hath placed
your Majefty upon the Throne of your An-
ceftors, as a great Bleffing to thefe your Do-
minions, and to all the Proteftant Churches
long prelcrve you to reign over us, and ble@

you%



