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By the KIN G,
A PROCLAMATION,

Requiring all Seamen and Mariners in bis
Majefty’s Service to repair forthwith to
the Ships of War ro which they belong.

WHereas by the Seventeenth Article in an
A& of Parliament made in the Thir-
teenth Year of the Reign of King Charles
the Second, intituled, An A& for the Efta-
blithing Articles and Orders for the regula-
ting and better Government of his Majefty’s
Navies, Ships of War, and Forces by Sea, it
is enmacted, That all Sea Captains, Officers,
or Mariners, that thall defert the Services,
or their Imployment in the faid Ships, or
thall run away, or entice any other {o to do,
thall be punithed with Death : Notwithftand-
ing which, it hath been reprefented unto us
by our Commiffioners of the Admiralty, that
divers Seamen and Mariners, who belong to
our Ships of War, depending too much upon
the great Lenity and Forbearance which have
been ufed of late Years, have either run away
from our faid Ships, or, being put on Shore
into our Hofpitals, or into Sick Quarters for
the Recovery of their Health, have not re-
turned again to their Duty on Board; and
likewife that many others, who have had
Leave to be abfent for a Time, have abfented
themfelves beyond the Time limited. We
have therefore thought fit, by and with the
Advice of our Privy Council, to publifh this
our Royal Proclamation: And we do hereby
require and command, that a1 and {ingular
fuch Seamen amd Mariners belonging to any
of our Ships of War, who have abfented
themfelves from the fame, as aforefaid, do
forthwith repair on Board fuch of our Ships,
unto which they do refpectively belong.
And as we are defirous to "~ give all due En-
couragement to fuch Seamen and Mariners
as fhall do their Duty in their feveral Stations
and Imployments, fo we ar¢ refolved to

proceed with the utmoft Severity of Law
againft all fuch as fhall difobey this our Royal
Proclamation : And therefore we are hereby
gracioufly pleafed to declare, that fuch Sea-
men and Mariners, who have abfented them-
felves from any of our Ships, as aforefaid, and
fhall render themftlves on Board the fame,
on or before the T'wenty Fourth Day of No-
vember next, fhall not be profecuted for
fuch their abfenting from our Service. But
we do hereby declare, that all fuch Seamen
and Mariners, who fhall neglect to give Obe-
dience to this our Royal Proclamation, and
thall not render themflves on Board their
Ships within the Time herein before limited,
as alfo all fuch Seamen and Mariners, who .
fhall hereafter abfent themfelves from our
Service without the Leave of their refpective
Officers, or beyond the Time to them lmit-
ed, fhall be profecuted at 3 Court Martial
with the utmoft Severity, according to the
faid A& of Parliament ; and that we fhall
not in any wife efteem them as fit Objeéts
of our Mercy : It being our firm Refolution
to have exaét Order and Difcipline for the
future maintained and fupported in our Navy
and Ships of War.

Given at our Court at Kenfington the
Twenty Fourth Day of October, in
the Bsgheh Year of our Reigw.

G OD fave the KING.

Whitebalh, Offober 26.

Some Hours after the Princefs Royal’s De<
parture on Mounday Morning laft from Ken-
fington, Letters were brought thither from
his moft Serene Highnefs the Prince of O-
range, which being fent by an Exprefs were
delivered to her Royal Highnefs on Tuefday
Morning st Colchefter, 1importing that he
could noc arrive in Holland fo foon as he
had intended. Whereupon her Royal High-
nefls thought proper to return to Kenfington,
Iv_vlhelreh'ihe arrived that Evening in perfec®

ealth.




