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IS Majefty came this Day to the

Houfe of Peers, and being in His

Royal Robes, feated on the Throne

with the ufual Solemnity, SirCharles
Dalton,.Gentleman-Ufher of the Black Rod,
was fent with a Mellage from His Majefty to
the Houfe of Commons, commanding their
Attendance in the Houfe of Peers; the Com-
mons being come thither accordingly, His
Majefty was pleafed to make the following
moft gracious Speech.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

HE happy Turn, which the Affairs of

Europe have evidently taken fince the
End of the laft Seflion of Parliament, muft,
I am perfuaded, give you all, as it does Me,
the greateft Satisfaction.

I acquainted you then that a Plan of Paci-
fication, concerted between Me, and the
States General of the United Provinces, had
been propofed to the Parties engaged in the
War, which had not the Effect to prevent
the opening of the Campaign : The Armies
took the Field, and the War was carried on
in fome Parts, in fuch a Mahner, as to give
very juit Apprehenfions that it would una-
voidably become general, from an abfolute
Neceflity of preferving that Balance of Power
on which the Safety and Commerce of the
Maritime Powers fo much depend.

This Conlfideration determined Me to per-
fevere, jointly with the States, in repeating
our moft earneft Inftances to the contending
Parties to agree to an Armiftice, and to enter
into a Negociation for obtaining a General
Peace, upon the Bafis of the Plan we had

ropofed to them,

Whilft Affairs continued in this State of De-
liberation, the Heat and Fury of the War
abated ; and the Emperor, and the moft Chri-
ftian King, in Confequence of their repeated
Profeifions of a fincere Difpofition to put an
end to the War by an honourable and folid
Peace, concerted and agreed upon certain Pre-
liminary Articles to anfaer that moft defire-
able End. An Armiftice is fince agreed to
by all the Parties engaged in the War; and
the contradting -Powers, in Regard to the
good Offices imployed by Me and the States,
have communicated to us, by their refpective
Minifters, the Preliminaries, defiring our
Concurrence for effectuating a general Paci-
fication upon the Terms thereby ftipulated.

It appearing, upon due Examination, that
thefe Articles do not eflentially vary from
the Plan propofed by Me and the States, nor
contain any thing prejudicial to the Equilibre
of Europe, or to the Rights and Interefts of

our refpective Subjeds, we have thought fit}
in purfuance of our conftant Purpofe, to con-
tribute our utmoft towards a general Pacifica-
tion, to declare, by a joint Refolution, to
the Courts of Vienna and France; our Ap-
probation of the faid Preliminaries, and our
Readinefs to concur in a Treaty to be madé
for bringing them to Perfection.

‘Thele Preliminaries have been likewile
communicated to the Kings of Spain, and of
Sardinia ; and although thofe Princes have
not as yet, in Form, declared their final Re-
folutions upon them, there is great Reafon
to believe, that the Love of Peace, their
avowed Difpofitions for putting an End to
the Troubles of Europe, and the amicable
Interpofition of Common Friends, will pre-
vail upon them to agree to what has been
thus concerted, upon reafonable Security gi-
ven them, for the peaceable Pofleffion and
Enjoyment of the Countries allotted to them,

In thefe Circumftances, my firft Care was
to eale the Burthens of my People, as foon,
and as far, as Prudence, in the prefent Po-
fture of Affairs, would permit. I have there-
fore ordered a confiderable Reduction tp bé
made of my Forces, both by Sea and Land ;
and if the Influence of the Crown of Great
Britain, and the Refpeét due to this Nation;
have had any Share in compofing the pre-
fent Troubles in Europe, or preventing new
ones, I am perfuaded you will be of Opini-
on, that it will be neceffary to continue fome
extraordinary Expence, until there be a more
perfect Reconciliation among the feveral Pow=
ers of Europe.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

I have ordered the proper Officers to lay
before you the Eftimates for the Service of the
current Year ; and I make no Doubt, but my
Defire to make the Charge of the Publick as
low as poflible, will find in you the fame Rea-
dinefs to grant the neceflary Sppplies withi
Chearfulnefs and Unanimity.

My Lovds and Gentlemen,

I am willing to hope this pleafing Profpect
of Peace Abroad will greatly contribute to
Peace and good Harmony at Home. Let thaé
Example ot Temper awvl Moderation, which
has fo happily calmed the Spirits of conten-
ding TI'tinces; banifh from among you all in-
teftine Difcord and Difention.  Thofe who
truly wifh the Peace and Profperity of their
Country, can never have a more favourable
Opportunity than now offers, of diftinguith-
ing themfclves, by declaring their Satisfac-
tion in the Progrefs already made towards
reftoring the publick Tranquillity, and in
promoting what is ftill neceflary to bring i€
to Perfedtion

Ifagtle,



