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IS Majefty came this Day to the
Houfe of Peers, and being in His
“Royal Robes, {eated on the Throne
with the ufual Solemnity, SirCharles
Dalton, Gentleman-Uther of the Black Rod,
was fent with a Meflage from His Majefty to
the ‘Houfe of Commons, commanding their
Attendance in the Houfe of Peers; the Com-
mons being come thither accordingly, His
Majefty was pleafed to make the following

moft gracious Speech,
I Have, upon all Occafions, declared, how
ﬁ:nﬁblxl have been affected with the ma-
ny Hardfhips and ‘Injuries fuftained by my
Trading Subjeéts in America. I have the
Honour of my Crown, and the true Intereft
of my People too much at Heart, to fee eithet
of them fuffer any Prejudice or Diminution,
‘without putfuing the moft proper and ad-
‘vantageous Methods for their real Security
and Prelervation.

Thefe Confiderations alone were fufficient
toincite me to exert my utmoift Power, in
vindicating and .protecting our undoubted
Rights .and Privileges of Navigation and
Commerce ; and nuthing could add to my
own Zeal in fo juft.a Caufe,; but the due Re-
gard I always have to the Petitiosnts and Com-

laints of iy Subjeéts, and the Advice of my

drliament.” “The Wifdom and Prudence of
your Refolutions, upon this greatand national
Concern, détermined me to begin with the
more moderate Meafures, and to try, once’
more, what Effe¢t and Influence.my friendly
Endeavours, and pteffing Inftances would
have upon the Court of Spain, towards ob-
taining that Satisfaction and Security, which
we were intitled to demand and expect ;
and your Aflurances to fupport me in all
Events, enabled me to proceed with proper
Weightand Auythority.

"Fhus fupported by the concurrent Advice
of Both Houfes of Parliament, I loft no Time
in making Preparations to do my felf, and my
People Juftice, if the Conduct of the Court
of Spain had laid us under that Neceffity }
and atrthe fametime I'did, in the firongeft
Mantet, repeat my Inftances for obtaining
fuch, Julticeand Reparation for the many In-

My Lords and Gentlemen,

( Pricc T'wo-pence. )

juries and Lofles already {uftained, and fuch
an effectual Security for the future, as might
prevent the Confequences of an open Rup-
ture.

It is now a great Satisfaction to me, that I
am able to acquaint you, that the Meafures I
have purfued, have had fo good an Efféct, that
a Convention 15 concluded, and ratified be-
tween me and the King of Spain; whereby,
upon Confideration had of the Demands on
both Sides, that J rince hath obliged himfelf
to make Reparation to my Subjeéts for cheir
Lofles, by a certain ftipulated {ayment ; and
Plenipotentiaries are thergin named and ap-
pointed, for regulating, within a limited
‘[ime, all thofe Grievances and Abules,
which have hitherto interrupted our Com
merce and Navigation in the Americah Seas ;
and for fettling all Matters in Dufpute, in tuch
a Manner, as may, for the futuie, prevent,
and remove all new Caules and Pretences of
Complaint, by a ftriét Obfervance of oyr
mutual Treaties, and a juft Regard to the
Rights and Privileges belonging to each othef.
I will order the Convention, and the ¢pi-
rate Articles to he laid before you.

It hath been my.principal Care, to make
ufe of the Confidence you repofed in me ip
this critical and doubtful Conjunéture, with
no other View, but the general and laftin
Benefit of my Kingdoms ; and ifall the Ends,
which are to be hoped for, even from fuccefs-
ful Arms, can be attained, without plunging
the Nation into.a War, it muft be thought, by
all reafonable and unprejudiced Perfons, the
moft defirable Event.

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons,

I bave ordered the proper Eftimates to be
prepared and laid before you, for the Serv c¢

" of the current Year. . I heartily with, that the

Potture of Affairs wauld have permitted me
to retrench the publick Expences, for 1 hich,
I am obliged to demand the prefent. Supplies :
And I make no doubt, but your experienced
Zeal and Affe&ion for me and my Governs
men¢, and the proper Concern you have 3§l-
ways fhewn for the publick Goad, will in-
duce you to grant me {uch Supplies, as you
fhall find neceflary for the Honour and Secu-
rity of me and my Kingdoms,
My Lords and Gentlemen,
I cannot but earneftly tecommend it ta
you, not to fuffer any Prejudices or Animofi-
tics



