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Westminster, February *r. 

H I S Majesty came this Day to the 
House of Peers, and being fn His 
"Royal Robes, seated on the Throne 
with the usual Solemnity, SirCharles 

Dalton, Gentleman-Ulher of the Black Hod, 
was sent with a Meilage from His Majesty to 
the House of Commons, commanding their 
Attendance in the House of Peers •- the Com
mons being come thither accordingly, His 
Majesty was pleased to make the following 
dost gracious Speech. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
T Have, upon all Occasions, declared, how 
•*• sensibly I have been affected with the ma
ny Hardships and 'Injuries sustained by my 
Trading Subjecls in America. I hare the 
Honour of my Crown, and the true Interest 
of my People too much at Heart, to fee either 
of them suffer any Prejudice or Diminution, 
"without pursuing the most proper and ad
vantageous Methods for their real Security 
and Preservation. 

These Considerations alone were sufficient 
to incite me to exert my utmost Power, in 
vindicating dnd .protecting our undoubted 
"Rights and Privileges of Navigation and 
Commerce; and nothing could add to my 
own Zeal in so just, a Ca-use,* but the due Re
gard I always have to the Petitions and Com-
flaints of fay Subjects, and i}ie Advipe of my 

arliament. "The Wisdom and ^Prudence of 
your Resolutions, upon this great and national 
Concern, determined me to begin with the 
more moderate Measures, and to try, oncev 

more, what Effect and Influence my friendly 
Endeavours, and pressing Instances would 
have upon the Court of Spain, towards ob
taining that Satisfaction and Security, which 
we were intitled to demand and expect; 
and -your Assurances to support me in all 
Events, enabled me tp proceed with, proper 
Weight and Authority. 

Thus supported by the concurrent AdVice 
bf Both Houses ofParliament, I lost no Time 
in making Preparations to do my self, and my 
Pebple Justice, if the Conduct os the Court 
of Spain had laid us under thac Necessity " 
and afthe fame time I did, in the strongest 
•Manhef, repeat my Instances for obtaining 
such-Julticeand Reparation for the' many In-
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juries and Losses already sustained, and such 
an effectual Security for the suture, as might 
prevent the Consequences of an open Rup
ture. 

It is now a great Satisfaction to me, that I 
am able to acquaint you, that the Measures I 
have pursued, have had so good an Effect, that 
a Convention is concluded, and ratified be
tween me and the King of Spain j whereby, 
upon Consideration had of the Demands on 
both Sides, that ( rince hath obliged himself 
to make Reparation to my Subjects sof their 
Losses, by a certain stipulated i ayment -. At\d 
Plenipotentiaries are therein named and ap
pointed, for regulating, within a lirrjited 
Time, all those Grievances and Abuses, 
which have hitherto interrupted our Coin 
merce and Navigation in the Americah Seas ; 
and for settling all Matters in Dispute, in luch 
a Manner, as may, for the futuie, prevent, 
and remove all new Causes and Pretences of 
Complaint, by a strict Observance of oqr 
mutual Treaties, and a just Regard1, td tiy: 
Rights and Privileges belonging to each 6thef\ 
I will brder the Convention, and the sepa
rate Articles to be laid before you. 

It hath been myiprincipal Care, to make 
use of the Confidence you reposed in me ip 
this critical and doubtful Conjuncture, with 
no other View, but the general and lasting 
Benefit of my Kingdoms 5 and if all the Ends, 
which areto be hoped for, even from success
ful Arms, can be attained, without plunging 
the Nation Intoa War, it must be thought, by 
all reasonable and unprejudiced Persons, the 
most desirable Event. 

Gentlemen ofthe House of .Commons, 
I have ordered the proper Estimates to be 

prepared and laid before you, for the Serv c? 
' ofthe current Year. . I heartily wish, that the 
Posture of Affairs would have permitted me 
to retrench the publick Expences, for \ hich. 
I am obliged to demand the present Supplies: 
And I make no doubt, but your -experienced 
Zeal and Aft-ection for me and my Govern-
menf, and the proper Concern you have Al
ways shewn sot the publick Good, will in
duce you to grant me luch Supplies, as you 
ftall find neceflary for the Honour and Secu
rity of me and my Kingdoms. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I cannot but earnestly recommend it to 

you, not to suffer any Prejudices or Animosi
ties 


