to reftore the Publick general T'ranquility and
Content, as alfo fuch a Love and Peaceablenefs
-among the People as might pleafe the Almighty,
we did appoint a particular Commiffion ot En-
quiry, before which the faid Ofterman, Munich,
and Golofkin, with the reft of their Accom-
plices, fhould be examined concerning their
grievous Offences againlt the State, as alfo other
Crimes committed contrary to their Oaths and
Duty, tending to the open Ruin of the Empite
and the Difturbance of the publick T'ranquility :
‘The main Refult of which Enquiry was found
to be as follows.

‘The late Admiral General Andrew Ofterman
did not only knowingly and willingly, contraty
to his Oath and Duty, confequently in the moft
flagrant Manner, fupprefs and leave unexecuted
the Laft Will made by her Imperial Majefty
cur deareft Mother the Emprefs Catherine Alex-
ijewna, now refting with God, and by him as
well as others, fubfcribed and confirmed by fo-
lemn Qath ; by which we were actually and in
exprels Terms called to the Succeflion of the
Impetial Throne of Ruffia in proper Time ;
but alfo, after the Deceafe of his Imperial Ma-
jefty Peter the Second, at the Eletion by which
the Emprefs Anna Joannowna was placed on
the Throne of Ruffia, as alfo at various Changes
which happened afterwards, efpecially when her
Majefty the Emprefs Anne Joannowna made a
new Ordonnance concerning the Succeflion,
and publifhed her Laft Will on the 5th of Otto.
ber, in the Year 1740, (which he alone had
drawn up in his own Houfe) he not only made
no Mention of the above-faid Laft Will, nor
any Reprefentations concerning it ; but did de-
fignedly conceal and fupprefs it, eiideavouring
by various falfe Suppofitions, to render it abfo-
lutely ineffe€tual, and totally to annull it: Nay,
even fuch were his abominable Defigns, that by
divers Schemes fet down in Writing, which, af-
ter his Arreft, were found among other Papers
in his own Houfe, and which he had fome Time
before, without Regard to God, to his Oath,
and to his Duty, drawn up in his own Hand-
writing, he intended to keep us entirely from
the Ruflian Throne, as well as our Nephew his.
Royal Highnefs the Duke of Holftein, Grandfon
to his Imperial Majelty our deareft Father Peter
the Great, juft as if neither we nor his Royal
Highnefs had any Right or Pretenfion to- the
Ruffian Throne. But in order to remove all
Obftacles he might apprehend from our Side,
he devifed a Proje€t to marry us to fomne foreign
and poor Prince out of this Country, from whom
there might be never any Caufe of Apprehen-
fion. The Queftion being put to him as to
thefe Defignis by him fo wickedly and unanf{wer-
ably devifed and drawn up with his own Hand,
he did indeed own himfelf, he had done all this
cohtrary to his better Knowledge 2nd his own
Confcience ; and though abfolutely convinced,
that, purfuant to the 'abovefaid. Laft. Will and

Difpofition of our dear Mother the Emprefs Ca-
therine Alexijewna, we had the moft indifputable
Right to the Succeflion of the Throne ; yet he
falfely pretended at the fame Tlime, that he did
this out of mere Compliance to the late Em-
prefs Anne Joannowna, in order to be freed of
the Sufpicion, which, as he fallely pretended, he
lay under with her Imperial Majefty on Account
of having prepared the abovefaid Laft Will. He,
Ofterman, in particular, has dared, to the great-
er Infringement of the publick Laws of the Em-
pire, and to the Difturbance of the domeftick
Tranquility, to draw up in his own Hand-
writing, and to fuggeft divers Schemes, how the
Succeflion to the Ruffian Throne might be ex-
tended alfo to the Princefles defcending from
Princefs Anne of Mecklenbourg ; in which he
- has had the Boldnefs to alledge, that in the Or-
donnance about the Succeffion publithed by her
Imperial Majefty Anne Joannowna, the Prin-
celles defcending from Princefs Anne were indeed
not exprclly mentioned, yet neither were they
excluded ; juft as if this Affair was-in itfelf of no
great Importance, but only this to be taken into
Confideration, how to proceed in it, and in
what Manner the Succeflion, to prevent all Dif~
orders on future Emergencies, might be brought
and fettled in exprefs ‘Ferms on the Sifters of
Prince John: When the reft of the Minifters
thereupon objefted, that fuch an Affair ought,,
above all Things, firft to be maturely deliberated
upon, particularly, becaufe purfuant to the Laft
Will, the late Repent, jointly with the Cabi-
' net Council, the Synod, the Senate, and the
General Ofhcers, were to chufe a Succeflor
[ that afterwards it was to be confidered, what
Reafons might be pretended for it ; and when
moreover they bepged fyfficient Time well to
examine an Affair of fo great Weight, Ofter-
mon returned this profligate Anfwer, that the
faid Ordonnance about the Succeflion did not at
all run counter to the Laft Will; that if only the
- reft of the Minifters would join in their Votes,
there would be eafily -found fuch Reafons, as
might be laid before the World , and that there
remained nothing elfe to be done than to take
the Bufinefs itfelf in Hand. Thereupon he laid
befete Princefs Anne his Opinion, written like-
wife with his own Hand, reprefenting that the
regulating of the Suceflion always depended on
the Will of the Sovereign, and that Princefs.
Anne, in the Emperor’s Name, might act in the
Adminiftration of the Empire with the fame un-
limited Power and Authority, as betonged to a
reigning Emperor ; that therefore, after the Ex-
ample of the Succeflion’s having been fettled
upon Pripce John and his Brother, it might alfo-
in his Name be fecured to his Sifters defcending:
from Princefs Anne, by Oaths figned by the
States Spiritual and Temporal, according to the
Cuftom of this Country, and thus this Defign
might at once without Lofs of Time be brought

to its Execution and Perfetion, To which he
: added,,



