added, that if this Affair was not taicen in Piand '

unanimoudly, and without any private Views,
or if perhaps every one would follow his own
Head, it was eafy to conceive, that tather Delay
than prompt Execution ought to be expeled.
In divers Converfations with Lewenwolde and
Mengden, Ofterman did not fcruple to tell the
latter, That if the Affair was managed with
good Order, Princefs Anne might be Emprefs
herfelf, with this profligate Expreflion, that fhe
might in Right and-Equity pretend to the Suc-
ceflion, as well as her Children, though it is
known to the whole WNd, that thefe latter
never had nor can have the lealt Appearance of
@ Pretenfion to the Throne of Ruflfa, To Le-
wenwolde he opened himfelf, that one could not
know how Things might turn out, and it might
be, that the Princefs herfelf might feize¢ on the
Succeflion, before all her Daughters; to which
he added, that the Affair mult be done, either
by Force, viz. by Letters Patent, or by bringing
‘Things about fo, that the People themfelves
thould demand it. The Queftion being put to
~Ofterman concerning thefe Projets and Devices,
he did own, that all this had been written and
propofed by him, out of a well meaning View
and Officioufnefs for Princefs Anne, to the End
that if there wete even no Princes born by her
in being, yet fhe might not meet with any Ob-
ftacle from ys, as the only lawful Heir ; furthes-
more, that contrary to the laft Will abovemen-
tioned, in purfuance of which, he had obliged
himfelf by Oath, to caufe the Succeffion to the
Ruffian Throne, which upon the Deceafe of his
his Imperial Majefty Peter the Second lawfully
belonged to us, immediately to devolve upon us,
he not only worked againft us when the Cafe ex-
ifted, but even in, farther Defiance of his Oath,
alled againft us again upon the Deceafe of hey
Majefty the Emprefs Anne Joannowna ; asalia
after the Depofition of the Regent, only to gaig
Princefs Anne’s Favour and Obligation ; and
thus, preferring his own private Advantages to
the publick Happinefs of the Empire, fetting
afide his own Confcience, and abfolutely for-
getting the dreadful Judgment of Almighty God,
he endeavoured, in the moft wicked and unjufti-
fiable Manner, by divers Intrigues, to deprive
us of our Paternal Hereditary Right which we
are born to, and which in Juftice belonged to
us by all the Laws of the World.  Befides
thefe, Ofterman has committed many Offences
againft our Perfon, of which he has been con-
vifted as to every Particular in bis Examina-
tion. Moreover, many other grievous Mifde-
meanours, tending to the open Piejudice and
Ruin of the Empire, have been proved againft
him : He has been remifs in fufficiently providing,
according to his Duty, for the Defence of the
Empire, where it was moft neceflary ; he ne-
ver confulted, as he ought to do, concerning
the weighty Affairs of the Empire, with Perfons

of Trult and dppointed for it, but tranfaéted
moft of his own Head; in various Cafes of
the utmoft Confequence, he neither would call
a great Council, nor fuffer one to be called 3
though by his Office he ought to have beed
the firft to make Rerhonftrances concerning
fuch Perfons as were trufted with many and great
Expences of the Empire, yet he never looked
to it that they fhould give an exaét Account;
in Affairs of fuch Importance, as concerned the
Prefervation and Welfare Sf all the Empire, he
employed, to the Prejudice of the whole Rul-
fian Nation, utter Strangers, of whofe Circum~
ftances and Conduct no body ever had fufficient
Knowledge befides himfelf ; whillt native Ruf-
fians in thofe Cafes were fet afide, only the
others were admitted to Rewards, but the Ruf~
fians were abridged in all Profits, nay, rather
employed to their Detriment ; his Dependents
and Adherents he not only recommended on all
Occafions for Rewards, but even protected
them to fuch a Degree, that he commended
their moft paultry Services equally to the greateft
Merits of others, and when they ated wrong,
or neglatted any thing to the Prejudice of the
Empire, he not only flifled it, but even appro-
ved of them and of their Actions , he iflue
great Sums of Money out of the Treafury of
the Empire, and other Offices of the Revenue,
without confulting the other Members of the
Cabimet Council, but only fent them to their
Houfes the Refolutions drawn up for their {ign-
ing ; in important Affairs of the Empire, he as
often changed his Sgntiments, as they were to
pleafe others, but not as his tworn Duty and the
Intcieft of the Empire required ; he burthened
and difticfled the Empire by the exceflive raifing
of Recruits of Men and Horfes ; the Reports that
came from the commanding Admirals concern-
ing the State of the Fleet; he did not fend to the
Board of Admiralty, but had them all brought
to his own Houfe, nor ever communicated to
the faid Board thofe Advices and Papers that for-
merly had been fent to Lim ; he helped to pro-
cure to thelate Field Marfhal Munich an Ukafe,
or Letters Patent, for difpenfing him with giving
any Anfwer or Account to whomfoever, con-
cerning the Command be *had over the Works at
the Canal of Ladoga, though he, Ofterman, ve-
ry well knew that this wasan Affair and Pretenfion
contrary to the common Laws, againft which he
ought to have made Remonitrances ; he advanced
all his Relations, without any Services or Merit ;
during his Miniftry, when he had in a Manner
feized the Adminiftration of the whole Empire,
he had the Infolence to ruin and to extirpate many
ancient and confiderable Ruffian Families, to make
many a Man hatedand undervalued by the feveral
Sovereigns, to caufe many to be fent away from
Court,and to caufe unheard-of Cruelties and Ex-
ecutions to be committed on high and low, with-
out fparing even the Clergy ; to fow Mifunder-
ftanding



