Drifden, April 186, N. 8. The King of Pruf
fia’s fudden Refolution of marching his Army
out ef Morawia, is thought to have been owing
Y6 want of Provifions, that Country being en-
tirely ruined. It is faid that Prince Dieterich
d’Anhalt is to form a Line with 16000 Men
from Qlmutz to Ratibor. The Siege of Eger
1s carrying on by Count Saxe with a Body of
1 500 Men only, and the Governor M. d’ Auphin
has as many’in the Place, the Fortifications of
which have been lately repaired in the weakeft
Parts. M. Bellifle and M. de Montijo are both
foon expefted here. 'We hear that the French,
who weie on their March to Donawerth, have
changed their Route, and are gone towards Nu-
remboutg. An Epidemical Diftémper rages in
Bohemia, and is particularly fatal to the Fo-
reigners there, and it is fcarce credible what
Numbet of the French, both at Prague and at
Pifeck are carried off by it. It is written from
Prague, that an Hofpital without the Town,
wherein were zoo French, has been burnt down.

Hague, April 24, N. 8§ On Saturday the
211t Inftant his Excellency the Earl of Stair, Am-
baflador Extraotdinary and Plenipotentiary from
the King of Great Britain, had a publick Au-
dience of the States General, to whom he fpoke
i the following Manner.

High and Mighty Lords,
T H E King my Mafter, clofely uhited, as he

Is, with youtr Republick, by the firongeft
Ties of mutual Intereft, whereby a good Cor-
refpondence between his Kingdoms and your
States is rendred abfolutely neceflary for the reci-
ptocal Support of their common Liberty and In-
dependance, is moreover defirous, in this deli-
cate and dangerous Conjuncture, to give you the
1hoft convincing Proofs of his perfeét Friendfhip
and entire Confidence ; and it is for this Reafon
that his Majefty fends me hither in Quality of his
Ambailador Extraordinary, with full Powers to
concert, and take jointly with your High Migh-
tineflzs, the proper Meafures for pteferving the
Liberty of Europe, and re-eftablithing a juft Ba-
lance of Power ; as likewife for maintaining the
Independance of his own Kingdoms, and of the
Dominions of your High Mightinefles, by pre-
ferving the Houfe of Auftria, in Conformity to
our _cotiimon Engagements, and to’ our mutual
Interefts ; and his Majetty flatters himfelf, that
thefe Meafures will be taken without Lofs of
Time.

The whole Wotld is informed of the generqus
Efforts, which your Anceftors made for the Re-
covery of their Liberty, and the Defence of their
Religion. The whole World is Witnefs to the
great Actions performed by your Republick for
the Support of the Liberty of Europe: Thofe
glorious Actions do not allow the Kingto en-
tertain one Moment’s Doubt of the Magnanimity
and of the Wifdom of your Republick. You
will not, certainly, fubmit now to the Servitude
againft which you fought fo glorioufly. In an
entire Perfuafion of this Truth, the King addref-
fes himfelf to your High Mightinefles, afluring
you of his entire Friendthip,and Confidence, and
at the fame Time, of a powerful Affittance for
fupporting fuch Meafures as fhall be jointly taken.

The King extremely commends your High
Mightinefles late wife Refolution of augmentiog
;our Land Forces, and putting Part of your

leet to Sea. Your High Mightineffes in a ftrict
Union with the King of Great Britain, will
thereby become Mafters of tite Sea, which is a
very great Advantage; and on the other Hand,
you will bein a Condition to cover that Part of

-

1

yout Frontier, which you find at prefent to be
the moft expofed ; and int Cafe your High Mighti-
nefles judge it neceffary, to procure an additional
Defence on that Side, by a new Alliance; the
King,-as Elettor, offers you, with the greateft
Cordjality, his Concurrence therein ; and to the
End that the Barrier -may not be weakened by
your Troops being employed in garrifoning that
expofed Frontier, the King Has given his Orders;
in Confequence of the Requifition of the Queen
of Hungary, for the tranfporting 2 confiderablé
Body of his Britith Troops into the Low Coun-
tries, —

When your High Mightinefles thall have thus
put all your Frontters into a2 Condition of notap-
prehending any Surprize, you will be able to pro-
tect your Allies in the Manner you fhall think
moft convenient ; and thereby other Princes, who
might be willing to at in Conjunétion with the
maritime Powers fof the Maintenance of the Li-
berty of Europe, would be able to do it with
greater Freedom, and without Fear, which can
never be the Cafe, without a perfect and declared
Union of thofe two Powers, and without their
taking Meafures in Concert for their own recipro-
cal Security, and for the Prefervation of their Al=
lies, and of the publick Liberty,

All that we have lately feeri muft clearly con-
vince us, that the moft folethn Treaties are too
weak a Support for the Liberties of Europe, and
that more real Securities are neceflary.

The King finds himfelf obliged to remonitraté
to yout High Mightinefles, that the folemn Faith
of Treaties requires that the Queen of Hungary
fhould be aflifted. The King, on his Part, has
given moft convincing Proofs of his good
Faith, and of his Friendfhip towards the faid
Queen. The confiderable Sums that were given
her the laft Year, and the ftill more confiderable
ones whicHi are granted for this prefent Year, de-
monftrate his Majefty’s Exactnefs in the Perfor-
mance of his Engagements, and his Readinefs to
go even beyond them ; and his Majefty relies up-
on the good Faith of your High Mightinefles,
which is fo well known, that you will not delay
fulfilling, in the fame Manner, your Engage-
ments towards the faid Queen ; and his Majetty
defires your High Mightinefles to confider, that
if that Princefs fhall be once opprefs’d, it will be
more difficult to fupport the general Independance
of Europe.

The unanimous Confent of his Majefty’s Peo=
ple, is fuch a Security to your High Mightinefles
for his good and generous Intentions, as cannot
but be very agreeable to you ; and the King flat-
ters himfelf, that the Subjects of your High Migh-
tinefles are in the like Sentiments for the Preferva-
tion of their own Independance, and of the pub-
lick Liberty.

The Uprightnefs of my Heart, the Sincerity
of my Intentions towards my Country, towards
the King my Mafter, and towards your Repub-
lick, will, I hope, make up for many Defects,
I will explain my felf more fully, as foon as it
fhall pleafe your High Mightinefles to name
Commiffaries to confer with me.

M. de Haren, who prefided that Day in the
Aflembly, returned the following Anfwer to his
Excellency.

Mr. Ambaffador,
T HE Friendthip and Union which have fo
long fubfifted between the Crown of Great
Britaitr and this Republick, have been always
looked upon by their High Mightinefles as too ad-
vantageous for them ot to think themfclves ob-

liged



