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MANIFEST O.

Y the Grace of God, We Elifabeth,
Emprefs and Sovereign of all the Ruf-
fias, &c. make known by thefe Prefents
to all and every one, but particularly to

the States and Inhabitants of the Dutchy of Fin-
fand.

It cannot but be fufficiently known to all the
‘Word, and even to thofe Swedith Subjetsthem-
felves who are not abfolutely determined 1o ad-
mit of no, found Reflexion, after what unjuft
Manner a War againft the Ruffian Empire has
been premeditated for fomejYears paft on the Part
of the Crown of Sweden, which at laft broke
out, and was actually begun. Recapitulations on
this Subje& would be fo much the more fuperflu-
ous, as the Progrefs of the War of it felf, and the
Bleffings which the Almighty has vouchfafed to
the Ruffian Arms, ever fince its firft Beginning,
have fufficiently manifefted, that God never fe-
conds unjuft Attempts, but in Differences and
Difputes unjuftly begun, always affifts the injured
Party with his powerful Hand and Help.

At our Accellion to our Hereditary Paternal
Throne, being filled with a fincere Defire of liv-
ing 1f Peace and Friendfhip with our Neighbours,
and of procuring to our Subjetts, by ftrengthen-
ing the Tranquility of our Emipire both at Home
and Abroad, a flourifhing State and hafting Wel-
fare ; as alfo at the fame time, out of that parti-
cular Good-will which we always bore to the
ne'ghbouring Kingdom of Sweden and its Sub-
ye€ts 5 we faw with no fmall Concern the Con-
tinuance of this War, and the Ruin and Blood-
fhed thence accruing to the Subjefts on both
Sides, and confequently have not neglected, on
our Part,any poflible Ways and Means we could
employ, for putting an End to the Flame of
War, and fuch ufelefs Hoftilities, as mutt dif-
pleafe God Almighty, and for fettling, by the
Re-eftablifhment of Peace, the former neighbour-
ly Friendfhip and publick Security upon a lafting
and fure Foundation.

We have not been wanting in any Point to
give the cleareft Proofs of our fincere Intentions
and ready Difpofition ; we fufpended for 2 confi-
derable Time the Operations of War, even in
the Midft of the profperous Progrefs of our Arms,
and in vain waited four Months for forne Propo-
fals of Peace expeted on the Part of Sweden ;
mean time we caufed the Swedith Subjects on all
Occafions to meet with all Sort of friendly U-
fage, and fincerely contributed, on our Part, to
‘whatever was poffible for promoting the Re-
eftablithment of Peace, in Hopes that our peace-
able Conduct would work in the Grown of Swe-
den a reciprocal good Difpofition, and that con-
{fequently, by a mutual Concurrence, and fincere
Refolution, the farther {preading of fo ruinous
an Evil, the Defolation of innocent Countries

and Subjects, and all -other Calamities attending a |

War, might be in Tlime prevented, and a Peace
pleafing to the Almighty be brought ta a happy
Conclufion,
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+

In this our favourable Difpofition we were the
more confirmed, as we were not unacquainted,
that this unjuft War was begun, not at the ge-
neral Defire and unanimous Confent of all the
States and Subjects of the Kingdom of Sweden,
but that no fmall Number of them had been of
quite different Sent#ments, who juftly refléQling
on the dangerous and pernicious Confequences of
a2 War, begun in an unjuft Manner, all along
detefted the iniquitous Steps and Enterprizes of
thole Perfons, who did not fcruple to facrifice,
in an unjuftifiable Manner, the publick Weal of
their Country to their own private Views and
mercenary Paflions : And whereas the Inhabitants
of the Dutchy of Finland may be naturally fup-
pofed to be of that Number, and have the great-
er Reafon for withing a fpeedy Determination
of this War, asthey and their Eftates and Pof-
feflions were firflt expofed to the Calamities of it,
and were forced, though innocent, to undergo
fuch Ruin and Devaftation : And whereas we,
out of a Chriftian Compaflion and Magnani-
mity, do take thefe their Sufferings to Heart, and
fo much the rather, as in purfuance of our afore-
faid peaceable Difpofition, we are far from any
Views of extending our Power, or making new
Conquefts, or ever defiring to obtain from Swe-
den the leaft Thing, except the Maintenance of
Friendfhip and good Neighbourhood ; For thefe
Realons, at a ‘Lime when, contrary to our In-
clination, this ruinous War and Effufion of
Blood mutit be carried on, feeing our well-mean-
ing Difpofition for Peace has not yetbeen able {o
produce the withed-for Effet, but we haye
found our felves neceflitated to caufe our Forces
anew to penetrate into Finland, we have found
good and neceflary, by this our prefent Declara-
tion and Manifefto, to make known to the
States and Inhabitants of the Dutchy of Finland,
our forefaid favourable Intentions, and that our
Forces have not entred their Country with an In-
tent of taking Pofleffion or making a Conqueft of
it 5 afluring all and every one of them in the
firongeft Manner, after having kindly reprefented
to them their own Good and that of their Coun-
try, that if during this War they keep, ftill and
quiet, taking po Part in the military Operations
or Enterprizes theretp belonging, nor fufferipg
themfelves to be employed in Hoftilities againft us
and our Forces, pr in any Waysaflilting the Swen
dith Army, but rather by redl Proofs tgftifying
their Intention of living with us in neighbourly
Friendthip and Peace ; then on our Part, not on=
ly no Manner of Prejudice fhall be offered to the
faid ?tates and Inhahitants, bust xervery_oge_ fhall

be left quietly, and without a exation, Jin
full Ez%oyment of his ;Eﬁal:gs and foﬁ'efﬁ.o??s‘:
and they fhall \in all Refpeds enjoy opr Proteos
tion and Defence in relation theseto.  But mare-
over, we will, accerding to our fincere Intgn.
tions of not approptiating to .our felyes the Jgaft
Spot of Grownd of anether’s Territories, very
willipgly confept, and in all ways whatfoeyer
contribute to the faid Dutchy of Finland’s re«
mainjng (if théy intend to fhake off their Subjec.
tion te Swedsn, to thg End that they may r}oc
or




