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Extradt of a Letter from the Right Honourable

Lord Forrefler, Commander of His Majefly’s
Ship the Leopardy dated in Gibraitar Bay the
x9¢h of Auguff 1742.

N the gth Inftant,between Cape St.Ma-
ry’s and Cadiz, I faw a Ship ftemming
right in for the latter Place, and as
fhe lay immediately in my Rout, I

fired two Shot at her, and brought ber to. On
Examination I found ler to be a Spaniard, of
about two hundred and odd Tons, laden with
Log wood, Cochineal, and Cocoa, and feveral
other Sorts of Dycs, the Names I don’t know ;
Canary Wines, four Camels, and a great Prefent,
yet unknown, for the King of Naples; zs alfo
a Bithop, and Prieft, a Spanith General, and
other Spanifh Officers, with great Sums of Pi-
afters. -

The Emperor’s Commifforial Decree to the Af-
Jembly of the Empire at Francfort, concerning
the Re-eftablifbment of the Peace and genmeral
Security of the Empire.

Ofeph William Erneft, Landgrave of Fur-
dtenberg, &c. principal Commiflary of his
Imperial Majefty Charles VII. to the prefent
Diet, &c. After having received thefe our Or-
ders, we thall communicate to the Minifters, Am-~
bafladors, and Envoys here prefent on the Part
of the Eleftors, Princes, and States of the Holy
Roman Empire, that whereas by the Commif-
forial Decree of the 15th of May latt, his Im-
perial Majefty has already made known his pa-
ternal Concern, and his extreme Attention for
the general Welfare of the Empire, and for is in-
ternal Peace, and confequently his extreme Defire
of obviating and removing every Thing which
‘might fpread ftill wider the Flame of War con-
trary to his ftrong Inclipation toward Peace ; fo
he hdd really began, and had already taken fome
ferions Steps towards proving his fincere Incli-
Yation and PBent towards Peace, and for refto-
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 fing as foon and as advantageoufly as poffible tor
our dear Country, the Peace which has been in-
terrupted upon Account of the Auftrian Suc~
ceflion.

In Confequence of his Confidence and pater-
nal Affetion for the Ele€tors, Princes, and
States of the Empire, he had began to give
Aflurances, by a farther Decree, and by a con-
vincing Declaration made to the holy Roman
Empire, that his faid Imperial Majefty, for the
Sake of fparing, if poflible, the German Bloed,
fo valuable and fo noble, was ready to forget
his own Intereft, and that of his Eletoral Houfe,
and that, inftead of continuing the War, into
which he had been drawn by the Obftinacy of
his adverfe Party, he was ready to enter into
equitable Negociations, to confent to an Armi=
ftice, and confequently to caufe all the Aaxiliary
Troops ealled 'In to fupport his Rights of Suce
ceflion, to return immediately home, and to
quit Bohemia and Bavaria, as well as the whole
Empire, and that he was even difpofed ftill this
once to yield Bohemia to the Court of Vienna ;
However, under the exprefs and jufl Condition,
that their Troops fhould direétly evacuate ali Ba~
varia; that fome Conditions fhould be previ-
oufly fettled ; that all Hoftilities on -either Side
[ thould forthwith ceafe, and that his Majefty
fhould enter upon the entire Pofleflion of his in-
difputable Heredifary Dominions, and that, under
the Mediation of the Roman Empire, and of
other Princes to be invited thereto, # lafting ge-
neral Peace fhould be megociated. But as the
moft equitable Overtures made fince, at Paris, to
the Sieur de Steinville, Minifter of the Great
Duke of Tufcany, by the Crown of France,
the Ally of his Imperial Majefty, bave, contraty
to all Expetation, been rejected, in fuch Man-
ner, that it s evident, as well from thence, fs
from the certain Accounts which have been re-
ceived from other Parts, that the faid Court of
Vienma, far from coming into~what is openly
juft, defigns obftinately to continue the Hoftili-
ties already carried (@ an Excefs, and to refufs
with the fame Paffion all other amicable Propo-~
fitions that might be made to her; & the faid
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