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i ESTERDAY the only Daughtet arid
"Heirefs of the late Great Chancellor

t Prince Czerkaskouy, a Lady of great
Merit, Beauty and Fortune, and one

of the Ladies of the Bed-Chamber to her Im=
glexial Majefty, was publickly betrothed dccord-

g to the Ceremonies of the Greek Church, in
the Imperial Chapel, to Knez Scheremitoff, one
Gf the Lords of the Bed-Chamber. The Cza-
xina, and his Imperial Highnefs the Great Duke,
Wwere prefent at the Ceremony.

Stockbolin, Dec. 28, A few Days ago arrived
here M. Berkenting with the Charater of his
Danith Maijeftys Ambaffador Extraerdinary ;
and on Tuefday latt his Excellency had his firft
Audience, to which he was tondu€led and in-
troduced With the ufual Ceremonies.

Montmeillan, Dec. 28. We were informed
oh the 18th Inftant at Midnight, by an Eftafette
from Marquis d’Ormea, to the Englith and
Hungarian Minifters, of the King of Sardinia’s
baving received moft certain Advices, that the
pext Motning, being his Catholick Majefty’s
Birth-day; the Marquis de la Mina intended to
advance with the Army under his Command,
in order to attack us in fome one of our Pofts.
"Thefe Advices proved but too tiue, and the
Face of olr Affairs in thefe Parts is now very
unfortunately altered. On the 19th, in the
Morning, our Army was early under Arms,
and in Order of Batde, expetting every Hour,
and with the atmhoft Eagernefs and Impatience,
to fet the Spaniards Approach, which, it was
thought, they could not poflibly do, without
paffing through the high Road that leads from
the Barreux to Chambetry : But as the Spanith
General had feen that this would be attended
with fuch Difficulties as were almoft infuper-
able, and might expofe his whole’ Army to pe-
rith, he laid Ms Scheme differently, and jndeed
in fuch 2 Manner, #nd with 1o much Art, as
fhews him to be an able and experienced Offi-
cer.  OF our three effential Pofts, the Caftle of
the Marche, our Lady of Mians, and the Caftle
of Apremont, the two former could not be
#pproached without their being dilcovered from
afar off, and his Troops being expofed to the
Fire of our Artillety, and taken in Flank by
our Musket Shot when they drew nearer, there-
fore he left the main Body of his Army in
hit Camp, and only order’d 2 Detachment of
3000 Men, with his Miquelets, to advance by
a Road in thé Mountains of Dauphine, where
they could not be perceived, and marched on
French Ground tilf they came almoft upon the
Mountaitt that rommands the Cattle “of Apre-
mont, snd withia a fmall Cannon Shot of ir;
thete they began theit Attack two Hours “before
Noon, and cortiprat and tettible Fire
of Muskes Shor aud fmall Ceonon fbor pear
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forty-four Hours, The little Garrifonn within
made a very brave and vigorous Refiftance,
and would not furrender till the Walls were
tumbling about their Ears, and they faw the Pe-
tard was fixed to the Gate, with two fmall Bat-
teries in the Flanks. The King of Sardinia on
his Side, and by the Mountains behind Cham-
berry, fent a Detachment to drive the Spaniards,
if poffible, from their Poft, and refcue the
Caftle. ‘Thefe Detachments, at firft, did Won-
ders, and, could they have been fupported and
ﬁzlieved by freth Men now and then, might

ave fucceeded. ‘T'he greateft Misfortune of our
Situation came from the Impoflibility of know=-
ing the Motions of our Enemies till it was too
late to prevent them, by their being covered in
the Mountains of France. As long as this was
the Cafe, and the Main of the Spanith Army
continued at Barreux, the King of Sardinia
could not divide his Forces, and fend large De*
tachments to Apremont, as they muft have
gone a great Way about ; and before he could
have recalled them, the Body of his Army
might have been attagked by M. la Mina, whe
lay in wait to take that Advantage. During
this State of Uncertainty, which lafted threé
Days, the King of Sardinia’s Troops continued
under Arms, and paffed three whole Nights withs
out their Tents. As foon as the Caftle of Apre-
mont was furrender’d, the whole Spanith Army
rarched thither ; which when we were apprized
of, our Camp was likewife removed nearer 10
our Lady of Mians, in Hopes the Spaniards
would have come down into the Plain, with 2
View of advancing towards Chamberry, and
thereby have given us an Opportunity of at-
tacking them, which it is imnpoflible to do, wheré
they now are pofted 5 but they have not hithers
to- atternpted it, and in the mean while our
Troops fuffer bevond Expreflion, and thin every
Day by the Numbers that fall fickk The ne-
ceflary Subfiftances, particularly for our Cavalty
and our Equipages, begin to fail, and we muft
foon, if we coatinue in this Situation; beé redu-
ced to nothing, while, on the other hand, wé
dre informed the Spaniards -exped, -about the
Beginning of next Month, a Reinforcement of
4000 Men, in fix Battalions of Foot, and twd
Regiments of Dragths, which inuft give them
a very great Superiority. The Diforders and
Excefles that have been committed by the Mi=
queléts, &e. are not to be exprefled ; for thefe
eight Days paft, we have heard of nothing elf@
but Sacrilege, butning of Hqufes and Churches,
robbing of the confecrated Vafes, Rapes, Afe
fafination in cold Bloaqd, flecing Women and
Chitdren alive, and the like Barbarities, which
have caufed & generat Defolation in feveral of the
Villages and Cottages about Chamberry, We
are now in hourly Expectation of their taking
Pofleffion “of that City, ‘which will haften our

Retreat intd Pismony, it being impoflible for the
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