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Whitehall, March 3t, 1747

The Lords of his Majefty’s mofp Honourable Pri-
vy Council have this Day, by his Majefly’s
Command, wrote the following Letter to  the
Cuflodes Rotulorum of all the Counties in
England and Wales 5 and alfo to the Mayors
of Cities and Towns, being Counties within
themfelves.

FTER our very hearty Commenda-
tions to your Lordfhip. Whereas by
an Ac¢t of Parliament made in the
Ninth Year of His Majefty’s Reign,

Intituled, ¢ An A& for laying a Puty upon the

« Retailers of Spirituous Liguors, and for Li-

“¢ cenfing the Retailers thereof ;”  all Perfons

are prohibited to fell any Spirituous Liquors, or

Strong Waters about the Streets, Highways, or

the Fields, in any Wheelbarrow or Basket, or

on the Water, or any Stall, Bulk, or Shed, un-
der the Penalty of Ten Pounds for each Offence;
and Power is thereby given to one or more

Juftices of the Peace, to conviét fuch Offender

in the Manner therein mentioned, and on Neg-

lect to pay it, to commit him or her to the

Houfe of Corretion for two Months. And

whereas by apother ACt made in the prefent

Seflion of Parliament, intituled, ¢ An A& for

“¢ Repealings certain Duties on Spirituous Li-

*¢ quors, and on Licences for Retailing the fame;

¢¢ and for laying other Duties on Spirituous Li

$¢ quors,and onLicences to retail the faid Liquors”,

all Perfons are prohibited to fell by Retail Spi-
rituous Liquors and Strong Waters, unlefs they
fhall be Licenced thereto in the Manner therein
direfted, under the Penalty of Ten Pounds for
every Offence, to be paid on Convittion before
one.or more Jutftices of the Peace, and on Non-

Payment, of being committed to the Houfe of

Correction for Two Months. And whereas it

¥s thereby provided and enacted, that no Licence

thall be' granted 10 any but to fuch Peifons as
keep Taverns, Victualling-houfes, Inns, Coffee-
houfes or Alehoufes, nor fhall any fuch be enabled
to fell by Retail Spirituous Liquors or Strong

Waters, unlefs they fhall firt have a Licence

alfo to fell Ale or Spitituous Liquors from two

or more Jufticess And whereas by one A& of

Parliament made in the Fourth Year of the Reign

of King James the Firft, intituled, * An A&

¢ for Reprefling the odious and loathfome Sin

# of Drunkennefs ;” And by one other A¢t in

the Twenty Firft Year of his Reign, intituled,

¥ An A& for the better Reprefling of Drupken-

[ Price T'wo-pence, ]

“ nefs, and Reftraining the inordinate Haunfing
¢ of Inns, Ale-houfes, and other Victualling-
¢ Houfes.” And by other A¢ts divers Penal-
ties are inflicted on Perfons guilty of the Crime
of Drunkennefs, or who fit tippling in Ale-
houfes contrary to aw, and Power is thereby
given to the Juftices of the Peace to carry the
faid Laws into Execution. And whereas it hath
been reprefented to his Majelty, that notwith-
ftanding the faid ACt of the Ninth of his Majetty,
and the faid A&s made agzinft Drunkennefs and
Tippling, the Practice of exceflive drinking Spi-
rituous Liquors has not been prevented, and
divers diforderly and irregular Perfons have taken
upon themielves to fell the fame by Retail, con-
trary to the faid A of the Ninth of his Ma-
jetty, and do fill continue the fame ; His Ma-
jefty, taking the fame into his ferious Confi=
deration, and being defirous to put a Stop as
much as in him Iyeth to a Cuftom fo de-
ftructive of the Health, Morals and Induftry
of his Subjefts, and to the Peace of his King-
dom ; and being fenfible that the faithful and
diligent Execution of the faid Laws would ef-
fetually remedy the faid Evil : We therefore, in
his Majefty’s Name, and by his exprefs Com-
mands, pray and require yout Lordfhip to re-
commend it to, and prefs it in the ftrongeft
Manner upon the Juftices of the Peace within the
County whereof your Lordfhip is Cuftos Rotus
lorum, thzt they ufe their utmoft Endeavours to
carry all the faid Laws into Execution, and
more efpecially that they take particular Care
not to grant Licences for felling Ale or Spi-
ritwous Liquors, té any but fu as are
ftriCtly qualified according to Jaw, and as
are not known to be guilty of any difor-
derly Praflices, or likely to fuffer them in their
Houfes, and that they do call before them the
High Conftables and Petty Conftables, and all
other Officers under their Direction, and give
them the ftriCtet Orders not to fuffer any Per-
fons to fell Spirituous Liquors in the Streets ot
other prohibited Places, and to be very induftri-
ous in difcovering, apprehending, and bringing.to
Punithment all Perfons guilty of the faid Vice
of Drunkennefs and other Offences prohibited by
the faid Laws, And fo not doubting of your
ready Compliance herewith, We bid your Lord-
thip” very heartily farewel. From the Councif
Chamber at Whtehall, the 3 1ff Day of March,
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