other Band of Vaudois, mounted up the Col,
and having next Morning obferved a larger Body
of Miquelcts, fupported by forne Companies of
Gienadiers, retreated {flowly, firing very briskly,
purfuant to their Orders, being potted there only
to look out, and to give Notice to the Army.
‘T'he Enemy came no farther that Evening
than hal{ Way of the Defcent, and our Vaudois
diew on towards La Chanal, a Village at the
Bottom of the Col, which gives the Name to
that Valley. On the Morning this fmall Body
1etired to Pont, a Village which .is nearly in
our Center, We faw afterwards, on the 6th,
their Army extending itfelf in the Valley, the
Spaniards defcending the Col de I’Agnel, and
the French that of St. Veran, keeping with
their Left to the Mountain de la Corbiere, which
rifes from the Bottom of ’Agnel up to our
Camp, from which it is feparated by a deep Val-
ey, which encompafles that Mountain, returns
to I’Agnel, along the Bottom of Mount Vifo,
and is interfected by the Col de Riftolaz, which
is on the French Territory. Some Miquelets
mounting by the Wood of Patagons, and keep-
ing along the Mountain of La Corbiere, got by
the Eminences as far as over-againft our Camp
above the Village of Pont. 'We had not thought
fit to take Pofleflion of that Mountain and to
defend it, bccaufe the Pofts we were poflefled
of on this Side, are furer and nearer at hand for
our Subfiftance. This Troop, armed lightly
but with good Carabines, made that Day a pret-
ty brisk Fire upon the Village of Pont, which
lay open to them from above, but however to
no great Purpofe, 'The fame Day M, de la
Mina, attended by about fifteen Officers, came
on the Right of the Valley under the Mountain
of Bellin, to view our Situation, and at the
fame Time gave Orders for the Army to march
at Break of Day, which accordingly was done
on the 7th, they entring the Valley in two Co-
lumns as far as the Back Part of the Village
of I'Eglife, at half a Cannon Shot of Pont.
One of the Columns marched at the Bottom of
the Point of St. Verau at the Right of the Val-
ley, along the Valley of Fiontronge, it repafled the
Brook ot Rareyta, formed itfelf into about eight
Lines of a Batallion in Fxont, and was followed
the fame Day by the Reft of the Spaniards. The
French followed on their Left, extending their
own Left to La Corbiere, a little more backwards
than the Front of the Spaniards. In this Or-
der the Army was for two Hours under Arms,
About Eleven 0’Clock M. de la Mina detach-
ed from bhis Right 2 Body of about 2000 Men,
moft of them Grenadiers and Miquelets, to at-
tack the Heights of Bellin : His Orders were ex-
ecuted with Refolution ; the Spaniards afcended
with great Bravery that fteep Mountain, till they
were received by a Detachment of the Brigade
of Guibert, fent thither to defend the Eminences
énd the Defcents. -After a very lively Encoun-
ter and a very brisk Fire, our Troops repulfed
them to the Bottom of the Mountain, where
‘they pafled- the Night under the Shelier of the

great Woods that hid them from us. At the
fame Time twelve Battering Pieces, placed
three and three together, were deftroying fome
Works of Defence, raifed in Hafte in the
Village of Pont, whigh we abandoned in the
Night, as well as the Rock, wheie there were
only 60 Men, whom we did not thizk fit to fa=
crifice, a bare Parapet of Fafcines not-being able
to protect them againtt the leaft vigorous Attack ;
we quitted that wretched Poft with fo much more
Inditference, as it" was never intended to defend it
any longer than for one Day, and becaufe by our
Situation the Enemy hazarded his all, having pe-
netrated as far as our Center, whillt we kept the -
Eminences both of our Right and Left ; accor-
dingly M. dela Mina did not dare to attempt it.
On the next Day, the fame Detachment, which
had attacked the Mountain of Bellin, having
been reinforced with about 1ooo Men, returned
to the Charge again, but were received with the
fame Firmnefs by our Men, who chafed them
farther down than the Day before, notwithftand-
ing they held a much brisker and longer Fire, Ac-
cording to the Report of their Deferters, and by
what we can judge, thefe two Attacks have coft
them upwards of 500 Men of their beft Troops,
Their main Army was under Arms, formed, as
the Day before, on two deep Columns, expec-
ting only a favourable Moment for attacking our
Center, making a continual Fire of their Artillery
and Carabineers from the Rock of Pont upon o.r
advanced Batteties, and our Camp on the Left.
Whilft our chief Attention was fixed upon taking
Care of our Left and Center thus attack’d, we
faw on the Right the Brigade of Anjou, confift-
ing of five Battalions, 1000 Spaniards, and zoo
Miquelets, defcending from Riftelaz, who ranged
themfelves in order of Battle oppoiite to our In-
trenchments, ready to attack them, for above two
Hours, This Proje&, if vigoroufly executed,
might have been advantageous to them, becaufg
our Right being thus kept in Awe, we durft
not weaken it by fuccouring the Center, if
it had been attacked, We were greatly aftonifhed
when we faw this whole Corps turning about on
a fudden along the High Way at the Bottom of
the Valley between la Gorhiere and our Gamp
an extraordinary Step that had no Defign in it,
but coft themr ¢ or oo Men and Part of their
Equipages ; for as foon as we faw them entring
the faid Valley, all the Grenadiers and the Pi-
quets of the Battalions intrench’d on the Emi-
nences of our Right and Center, refolutely leap-
ed out of their Intrenchments, and pgeglted
themfelves within a little Musket-fhot, “W¥ing
briskly and continually upon this Column, which
in a Manner run the Gantlet as far as Pont,
where it was afrefh expofed to a ftill brisker Fire
from our Artillery, and from our lower Intrench=-
ments on the Left, and faved itfelf only by the
Help of a Body of Grenadiers and Carabineers,
and of their Artillery, which advanced to protett
this precipitaie Retreat. We loft during thofe
Days but two or three Officers killed, four or five
wounded, and about 1¢o private Men killed or
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