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The following is 2 Tranflation of an Edist pub-
lifbed by the King of Sweden for preventing
the Plague from being brought inte bis De-

minions.
g v Vandals, &c. &c. Landgrave of
Hefle, &c. &c. do make known,
That whereas we have been informed that a
contagious Diftemper hath raged in Sicily, and
particularly in the City of Meflina, and that it
hath fince extended itfelf to the Terra Firma of
Ttaly and Africa, and that other Powers in Eu-
Yope have begun to take the proper and ufual
Precautions to prevent the Infettion, which
might be communticated to their refpective Do-
minions by the Arrival of any Veffels coming
from fuch infe€ted Countries, or other dange-
rous and fufpected Places; We having equally
at Heart to take all neceflary Meafures for fecu-
ring our Kingdom, and the Limits of it, againft
1his contagious and deadly Diftemper, have moft
gracioufly, by thefe our Letters Patents, which
are to be in Force till further Order, fettled the fol-
lowing Rules to be obferved with regatd to the
Commerce and Navigation between foreign
Countries and Sweden, and the Dominions there-
unto belongipg, to wit,

I. That no Veflel or Ships coming dire@tly or
indirectly from Naples and Sicily, ot other Coun-
tries and Places, which upon Informdtion to us
hereafter given, we may hear to have been in-
feCted by this Diftemper, be for the Space of
Six Months allowed to enter into any of our
Ports on Penalty of the Ship and Cargo being burnt,
and the Crew, Owners, and Factars, and ail thofe,
who have given Orders for fending fuch Veflgl’
to the Potts in Sweden, or any other of thefe
Provinces, or whaq have had Knowledge thereof
directly or indirectly, being punithed with Death,
if fuch Perfong can be feized here ¢ ‘Thefame
Law to be obferved with regard to any Ship or
Veflsl, which on Account of the Rlegue, hath
heen fent back from the Ports of any other Na-
tion, and which may nevérthelefs endeavour 'to
enter into Sweden, or any of the Provinces there-
unto belonging. i ,

II. As foon as the Pilots perceive any Veflel
from any Roreign Counyyy approaching, they
are to go out fo Sea as far as poflible to meet it,
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and having come up to ity before they .enter
therein, they are to inform themfelves by haling
ity whether the Veflel comes from the Mediter~
ranean, and in particular from Naples, or Sicily,
or other infeCted Countries, the Pilots being com
manpded, in cafe the Veflel comes from any of
the aforefaid infected Places,» to give Notice ta
the Captain to put out to Sea again immedis
ately without entring into any of the Ports in
Sweden, or of the Provinces bélonging therea
unto, on Penalty of the Ship and Cargo being
barat, and the Captain and the Crew being pu-
nithed with Death, But if the Captain aflirmd
that he comes - from other Parts, from whence nio’
Contagion is to be feared, and if the Pilots thal}
be well aflured thereof, he fhall be-at Libefty
to purfue his Voyage without any Moleftation,
At his Arrival near the Cuftom Houfe, or at
his firft entry into_the Ports, and after the Cap-
tain with his Veflel, according to the Rules of
Navigation, hath caft Anchor at a good Diftancd
from the Shore, and hath beeri fearched, hé is
to be conduted ta the Cuftom Houfe for farther
Examination touching his Cargo, and Infpetion
whether be do not bring any Effefts or Mer+
chandizes which by this Edi¢t are prohibited, or’
be not deftitute of the Certificates hereby re-
quired and ordered; In which firft Cafe, the
Captain is immediately to return on board, end
the Veflel to be carried fatther outy and pafticus
lar Care; to be taken that no one edter, or go
opt ofvit. That done, the Cuftom Houfe Cham-
ber js without Delay to inform the Governor
of the Place, and He our Council of- Com=
merce, thereof, and then wait for DireGiong
from the faid Council Bow to proceed with
Regard ta sfuch a Veilel aocording to this our
Edi&. But in the laft Cafe, if only the Certifi=
cates hereby required ahd orddred for permitted
Merchandizes, be wanting, the refpeétive Judgey
of the Place fhall immediately examine thé Afs

-f4ir, and judge of it in confequence of tlis out

gracious Ordonnance, and fhall alfo make their’
Repare to the Council off Commerce apon the
Circumftances thereof, But all the Veflels bound'
for Stockholm and Gefle, fhall b8 exagnined in
the Manner befare. mentioned by the Fnfpectors

t Dablaro, Sandhamn, Waxhelm, and Kuls

ada ; thofs for Niykioping by the Cuftorn Houf#
Qfficers 2t Haflelo 5 shof@ for Nef dnd Suder.
coping by the Officers at Barefiind ; for Weﬁerl;\
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