the Field Polts have been fallen upon under the
Cloak and Name of Friendfhip.

Wherefore I befeech your Highnefs to declare,
whether all thefe Undertakings, againft an Im-
perial Fortrefs, are in Confequence of your Or-
ders and Command, at a Time when, on the
JPart of his Imperial Majetty, all Hoftlities di-
re€tly and indirectly, upon the Territory of the
Empire, have been avoided fince laft Year, the
whole Winter, and till Yefterday; to which
End his Imperial Majefty has encamped his
Troops in 2 Manner fufficiently convincing of
his earneft and fincere Delign to draw the War
from thofe Circles of the Empire who take no
Partin it.

Tho’ upon the Jaft Occafion, when the
Auftrian Troops advanced fo far, the Cannon
of the Fortrefs was not fired upon the Aggref-
for, out of a Confideration that his Imperial
Majefty never intended to engage the Empire
in a War, yet I fubmit it to your Highnefs’s
Judgment, whether I can allow that the Troops
of the other Party fhall Patrouille and fend De-
tachments under the Cannon of the Fortrefs,
and cut the Inhabitants of this Place, who be-
long to the Empire, from the Communication
from one Door to another, with their Fields
and Meadows in thefe Parts, and to hinder them
from purtuing their Commerce with the Empire,
fince they every where take away, and ftop in
every Shape, even the neceflary Provifions of the
Civil Officers and Burghers of Speyer, as well
as for this Imperial Garrifon, which the Pea-
fantsbring in. [ will therefore not be an(wer-
able, if through fuch atual Proceedings to Ho-
ftility as have already been committed againft an
Imperial Fortrefs, a greater Confufion fhould be
occafioned in the Empire, fince for the futureI fee
my felf obliged to treat as Enemies every body that
{hall approach this Tmperial Fortrefs in a hottile
Manner. On the contrary, it muft be owned
by the Impartial World, that his Imperial Ma-
jefty has not given the leat Occafion for com-
mitting Hoftilities upon the Temitory of the
Empire, confequently they muft be looked upon
as Enemies to the Empire, who have given Oc-
cafion for fuch hofble Proceedings. In the
mean while, I fend back the Prifoners which
were made on our Side Yefterday, and beg your
Highnefs will fend back thofe which have been
made on your Side, fo that in Time the Thing
may be fettled ; efpecially as I propofe to my
felf the Honour of fending you in a few Days
a farther Propofition for the ranfoming of the
Prifoners- made laft Year, having learned from
Colonel Wittgenftein, fent as Commiflary on
the Part of your Highne(s, for the regulating and
ranfoming of thofe Prifoners, that he had been
fent back without executing his Commiffion, for
Reafons unknown to me. From my, 8.

Ne IL )
Copy of @ Letter from me Charles Duke of Lor-
raiue to the Bavarian Feld Marfhal Gount

Seckendorf, fub dato, Head Quarters, Wif-
. Juch, the 6th of Fune 1744.
P. P

NOthing could ever have aftonithed me more

than the Contents of your extenfive Let-
ter to me of the 4th, which was delivered to
me Yefterday late in the Evening by Count
Nadafty, in which you try to reprefent what
happened on the 2d Inftant, near Neudorf and
in thofe Parts, between a Body of the Queen’s,
Huflars and the Bavarian Patrouille, as an a&tual
Proceeding to Hoftilty againft the Imperial For-
trefs Philipsburg and its Inhabitants, and confe-
quently againft a State of the Empire not at all
engaged in the War, and even as a Breach of
the Neutrality.

How ungrounded and Prooflefs this Allegation
is in itfelf, appears to every Body who has the
leaft Knowledge of the paft, and an impartial
Infight into the prefent. For who would judi<
ciouily infer from the driving back of a Patrou-

which your Excellency has not, as is known,
the Command as Governor of Philipsburg, but
a commanding Feld Marfhal) that through an
Aétion to which the Queen’s Troops were
forced, the Neutrality of the Fortrefs of Phi-
lipsburg, and that of the Empire, have been vio-
lated, and thereby the whole Empire attacked.

As little as this Inference will find Credit
amongft the judicious Part of the World,
as evidently it appears that the faid Bavarian
Troops are not to be looked upon as Neutral
Troops of the Empire, but as fuch as have
united themfelves with the late open declared
Enemy of her Majefty the Queen of Hun-
gary and Bohemia, notwithftanding the folemn
Aflurances which were given laft Year to the
contrary, by whom they are daily affifted to in-
trench themfelves, and notwithftanding that they
feek their Security under the Cannon of this
Neutral Imperial Fortrefs, are the lefs to be re-
garded as Friends, as they depend wholly upon
the French Troops, who bave fo lately decla-
red themfelves as Enemies, as well with Re-
fpect to their Subfiftence and Maintenance,
as even with refpect to the known late French
Mutter, and their common Views in the hoftile
Defigns of the Enemy. '

And fince your Excellency cannot deny what
goes before ; which is of fuch a Nature, as
that the Contents of your Letter upon this

of Things,

Therefore, without doubt, you will not only
very well comprehend, but alfo be convinced,
that what has happened in the litile Rencontre
between the Queen’s Huffars and the Bavarian
Patrouilles, which you fo much exaggerate, and
even extend to an imaginary Attack of the neu-
tral Imperial Fortrefs Philipsburg, is nothing elfe
but what the Right of War, in fuch Circum-
ftances as the prefent, demands, though it muft
not be forgot to obferve, that as your Excellency

yourfelf cannot deny your Patrouilles -had al-
) ready,

ille of Bavarian Troops into their Bounds (over
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Account agree by no Means with the Propriety -



