From the Sardinian Camp of St. Pierre and La
Tourethy, voth and 23d of Fuly, N. 8.
IN the Night of the 16th, 4 Body of ten

French Battalions, two Spabjh, and 33
Companies of Spanith Grenadiers, deftended
by the Gardetta into the Valley of Belin,
and about Two o’Clock in the Afternoon of
the 17th, attacked by Detachments our Gre-
nadiers, Piquets and Carabiniers that were pofted
upon the Rifings on the Right and Left of the
Valley, not fo much for the Sake of defending
them with Obftinacy, as of ftopping the Enemy
a little longer, in order to judge of their Strength
and their Defigns, .

This Body, of about 8 or goo Men, fuftain’d
for above two Hours an unequal and very fharp
Aétion, The Detachment, which guarded the
Valley of Bondormir, being come down to fuf-
tain this Attack, could not regain their Poft in
"Time, butleft it unprovided. M. de Guibert, fee-
ing that the Enemy were taking Pofleflion of the
greateft Eminences, ordered his ‘T'roops to retire
into their Intrenchments, Upon ¢his Occafion
fome of our Men were killed, fome wounded, and
fome made Prifoners ; but the Enemy, by their
own Account, loft more Men than we did.

Upen the 18th the Enemy placed on their
Right the 33 Companies of Grenadiers,-and the
two Spanith Battallions, who, under the Com-
mand of the Marquis de Campo Santo, at-
tacked ih 3 Column one of the Points of the
Mountain' of la Bicoque, where zoo Men fuf-
tained their Attack, and being themfelves fup-
ported by the Piquets from above, repulfed
them with Lofs beyond the Hollow Way, and
even-took fome of them Prifoners. 1

I the Night of the 18th, th& ten French
Battalions, under ,the Command of M. de
Givri, having'gained the Top of the Rock of
Pierre Longe by Bondormir, attack’d the next
Morning the Troops which Baron Verger had
pofted along the Mountain, in order to hinder
them from coming down upon him. * The Fi-
ring: on both Sides lafted about an Hour and
half ; but that of the Enemy being fuperior by
Reafon of their Numbers, who were pofted in
a Place where they could not be hurt, upon the
Top of the Rock, our Troops were obliged to
retire to the Pofts upon the Hillacks, which fa-
vour'd their Retreat. It was made in good Or-
der, and we pofted ourfelves in the Redoubt of
Monte Cavallo.

The General of the Enemy caufed his whole
Corps to be put into Order of Battle, and fent
his Aid de Camp to fummon M. de Verger to
furrender, who anfwer’d, likea Man of Spirit,
that he was furprifed to receive fuch a Meflage
a3 was only proper to be fent to a Scoundrel.

About Ten o’Clock inr the Morning the Ene-
my marched towards us in two Columns, and
formed 2 fecond Time behind a Hillock which
covered them from the Fire of two Pieces of
Cannon, which we had played upon them with
-fome Succefs, during their March.

In fhort, at One o’Clock in the Afternoon,
under Favour of one of the thickeft Fogs that
was ever feen, the Enemy attacked us with a
Corps formed of all their Grenadiers and all
their Piquets, and marched directly to our Pa-
liffadoes, in a Manner without being perceived.
We made a very hot Fire upon them, and, if
our Artillery, which confifted but of two Pieces

of Cannon, had been ferved, it had faved iis
that dangerous Work that we were put to, in
ofder to drive them from the Paliﬂ'aSO, which
was dohe by Platoons of Grenadiers, with their
Bayonets fix’d.

We foon beat off their Grenadiers. They
then attacked us in Battalions, and were four
Times fucceflively repulfed ; but, upon the
fifth, we were not fo fortunate. The Grifon
Regiment of Travers entered the Redoubt, and
found the fmall Remains of the Garrifon, that
had till then fo bfavely defended it, in Confufion,
without Officers, almoft all of them being either
killed or wounded, and without Ammunition.

‘The Baron de Chabran, who was fent for to
the Redoubt, not coming thither Time enough,
either to put Things again into Orden, or to
furnith us with a Supply of frefh T'roops, all
gave Way, and we were obliged to abandon
the Redoubt, at the very T'ime that all the Spec-
tators, and even the King, who faw the Attack
the whole Time it lafted, had Reafon to expett,
from the many Repulfes the Enemy had met
withy that we thould shave maintained the
Poft. . p

The A&ion lafted four Hours and a half,
during all which Time we had conftantly had
the Advantage of the Enemy. M. du Verger
was every where Sword in Hand, till he was
| hot_dead upon the Spot by .a-Musket Ball,
The Colonel Roguin was feen to charge the
Enemy with his Halbert, and fo beat down fe-
veral_ of the Officers and Soldiers that endea=
voured to leap into the Palliffado. The Mars
quis de Seyflel too charged the Enemy three
Times fucceflively, but fell the third, having ree
ceived a great many Wounds. We loft befides,
Count Doria, M. de Blancheville Captain of the
Grenadiers of Savoy, M. de Cerifier Major)
M. Sartoris of the Regiment of Saluze, and
other Officers to the Number of nine killed, and
eleven wounded or taken Prifoners.

The two Battalions of Roguin, and the firft
Battalion of Saluze, with the Piquet, and the
Grenadiers ofi Savoy, and the Marquis de la
Marmora, with zo Carabiniers, compofed out
Garrifon.” This laft having been abandoned by
his Company, chatged, thoughout all the En-
gagement, with the Grenadiers of Savoy., Of
this Garrifon we loft near oo Men, reckoning
the Killed, Wounded and Prifoners.

The Lofs of the Enemy is confiderable. All
their General Officers, above the Rank of Lieu-
tenant Colonel, were either killed or wounded..
M. de Givri received 2 Wound in his Knee.
M. de Salis was killed. The Duke d’Agenois
mortally wounded. Of the three Companies of
the Regiment of Poitou, only eleven returned to
the French Camp. The Regiment of Conti
loft above 40 Officers; and their whole Lol is
faid to amount to above 3000 Men.

The Redoubt being loft, our whole Army
quitted their Intrenchments, and retreated_to la
Tourette. We loft nothing in our Retreat, not
fo much as a Sack of Corn ; and upon the zoth
we encamped here. ‘The Enemy have not yet
quitted the Eminences.

From the King of Sardinia’s Head Quarters at
St. Pierre, July 24, N. S. in the Evening.
The Enemy continues in the Eminences at

the two Pofts of Bicoque and Pierre~lorlxlge,

which




