tween Long Ifland and the Gunfers Coin, the
Men of War to lead in Lihe of Battle, and the
India Ships to follow them, Orders were piven
accordingly, 4nd the greateft Part of the Fleet
anchored the fame Night in a Place called Turtle
Bay, between the River of that Name and
‘Tomb River, about two Leagues to the Eaft-
ward of the Harbour, and the reft got in the
next Day, having been fired at in their Paflage
from two Fafcine Batteries of about fix Guns
each, but without receivinig any Damage.

At Day-licht the Enemy began to fire from
two other Fafcine Batteries they had raifed on
éach Side of the Entrance of the two aforefaid
Rivers, and they were perceived to be hard at
Work in the Wood fronting where the Squa-
dron lay, in throwing up Intrenchments and
raiﬁn% other Batteries, and feveral Jarge Ships
were feen lying in the Harbour.

Hereupon the Pembroke, which was neareft
in, was ordered to fire and difturb them at their
Work, and the Swallow Sloop was fent with
Captain Lloyd of the Eltham, the two princi-
pal Engineers, and an Artillery Officer, to run
along the Shore and reconnoitre the Coaft, in
order to difcover What ¥lace would be moft con-
venient for landing the Troops ; who, on their
Return, reported, that the Enemy had fired on
them in their Paffage from eight different Bat-
teries, as well as from the Forts at the Entrance
of the Harbour ; that a large Ship of two Tier
of Guns lay with her Broadfide acrofs the
Mouth of the Harbour ; ‘that there were 13
other Shjps in the Harbour, (feveral of them
large ones) fitted or fitting for the Sea ; and that
they thought it impracticable to land any where
to the Eaftward of the Harbour, on Account
of the Thicknefs of the Woods which came
down clofe to the Waterfide ; it was therefore
judged moft feazible to atterhpt to land beyond
the great River, to the Weftward of the Town.
So foon as it was dark, the Mafters of the Six
Line -of: Battle Ships were ordered to go in the.
Barges, and found all along the Shore fa try
the %epths of Water, and fee particularly whe-
ther it was practicable to land at' the Place pro-
pofed ; but they, on their Return, having de-
clared that there was a Reef of Rocks run all
along about twenty Yards from the Shore, which
made it impoffible fdr Boats to land, excépt at
the River’s Mouth, right againft where the
Fleet lay, and at the Harbour, wherethe Chan-
nel was ndt above an hundred Fathoms wide,
and very difficult to get in, as the Wind blows
always right out ; this determined the Admiral
to call a Council of War, compofed of the prin-
cipal Sea and Land QOfficers, to lay before them
thefe Reports, and his Inftruions, fo far as they
related to the Attack of Mauritius, and to con-
fult with them what was beft t6 be done. It

-wasagreed, as they were unacquainted with the

Strength of the Enemy on the Ifland, to fend
‘three Ten-oar Boats, under the Command of
Major Cuining, tq endeavout te furprize and
'‘get. -2 Prifoher _from the Shore ; which was acJ
-totdingly’ hyfcmpt'ee, but 1in valn and
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Council being diet again trext Morning, lmi
it ‘appearing to-them, that the Redudtion of th

Iffand of Mauritius was* not the principal Defigu

¢

of Opinion, that upon thefe Conﬁdei'ations, ha
Attempt fhould be made at this Place, but that
the Squadron fhould proceed -with the utmoft
Expedition to the Coaft of Coromandel, fo as
to begin the Operations there before the Mon-
{foons fhift.

[t was two Days beforc the Fleet could leave
this Ifland, feveral of them being fo fhort of
Bread, Fire-wood, and Water, as to make it
neceflary to take from one to give to another
and jut as they were under Sail, one of the -
Dutch Ships that hid parted Company joined
them, but the other two were rnot heard of.
When the Fleet was under Sail, the Dutch

. Ships took their Leave, and flretched away to
the Southward, and the Admiral being; defirous,
in purfuance of the Refolution of the Council of
War, to make the thorteft Cut poflible to the
Coaft of Coromandel, pafled through the Iflands
and Sands to the Northward of Mauritius, and
on the 29th of July the whole Squadron arrived
fafe at Fort St. David.

It being determined at Fort St. David to un-
dertake the Siege of Pondicherry, they imme-
diately fet about landing the neceflary Stores and
Troops from the Ships, and formed a Camp.
about a Mile from the Fort, all the People con-
tinuing very healthy, as they had done the whole
Voyage, which the Admiral thinks owing to
the Air-pipes, which he efteems to be of infi-
nite Service, And the Marines ferving in the
Squadron under the Command of Rear Admiral
Grifin, now at Fort St. David, being joined
to thofe of Mr, Bofcawen, a very good Batta-
lion was formed of 700 Men.

On the 1t of Auguft the Exeter was fent to
anchor off of Pondicherry, and two Days after,
the Chefter, Pembroke, and Swallow Sloop to
join ber ; and Captain Pawlett of the Exeter,
was directed to take the Soundings all about, -
and fee how nigh the Ships could come to the
Town upon Occafion, and cut off all Commu-
nication upon that Side.

Every Thing being prepared, the Army be-
ean to march on the 8thof Auguft, with whom
Mr. Bofcawen went himfelf, and left the Ma-
nagement afloat #o Captain Lifle of the Vigilant,
with Orders to anchor with the whole Squadron
two Miles to the Southward of the Town, and
remain there till farther Order.

The Army continued their March on the gth
and 10th, without any Appearance of an Ene-
my, but on the ti1th they made a Shew of
about 300 Foot and fome Horfe, at an Intrench-
ment they bhad thrown up, which they aban-
doned at the Approach of our People. This
Poft was fituated by a imall River, and very de-
fenfible ; and about a Mile from it, on the other
Side the Water, was the Fort of Aria Coupan,
on the Side of a River, from whence it takes its
Name.

Here the Admiral having learnt by a Delferter,
that the Garrifon of the Fort of Aria Coupan
confifted only of roo Men, Whites and Blacks,
refolved to make an Attempt next Morning with
the Grenadiers 3nd Piquets, to gain a Lodg-
ment in the Village contiguous to it, and there
raife a Bomb Battery, as the Fellow faid they
greatly dreaded a Bombardment, their Magazine

of gthe- Expedition, and 2s there was fuch a| not being Bomb P,roof ;3 and herein they would
Qtringth of Ships in the Harbour, and the Pre; | have fucceeded,, as they foon got Pofleflion of

patations which the Enemy had made all along | the Viuagq, had not the Blacks, who were em-
ployed in carrying up the intrenching Tools, on

DheChift, imdde it certdin thit-the Attack mu[t
%’#ﬁgﬂmﬂcﬂ With Confiderable POk § they wér \a Shot coming among them, all ran away. And
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