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WHITEHALL. 
The following being the last Act of Par

liament for the better preventing Thefts 
, and Robberies, and for regulating Places 

Of Publick Entertainment, and punish
ing Persons keeping disorderly Houses, 
is here inserted for the Information of 
the Publick. 

An Aft for the better preventing Thefts and 
Robberies, and for regulating Places of publick 
Entertainment, and punishing 'Persons keeping 
disorderly Houses. 

H E R E A S the advertising a Reward 
•with no Questions asked, for the Return 
of Things which have been lost or sto-
Jenj is one great Cause and Encou

ragement of Thefts and Robberies; be it enacted 
hy the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia
ment assembled, and by the Authority of the same, 
That from and after the First Day of June, One 
thousand seven hundred and fifty two, any Person 
pabUckly advertising a Reward with no-Questions 
afted, for the Return of Things which have been 
iolesi or lost, or making use of any Words in such 
publick Advertisement, purporting, that such Reward 
Stall he given or paid, without seizing or making 
Enquiry after the Person producing such Thing so 
Men or lost, or promising or offering, in any iuch 
publick Advertisement, to return to any Pawnbroker, 
or" other Person, who may have bought or advanced 
Money by way of Loan, upon such Thing fo stolen 
or lost, the Money so paid or advanced, or any 
-other Sum of Money or Reward for the Return of 
foch Thing j and any Person printing or publishing 
4iich Advisement, stiall respectively forfeit the Sum 
of Fifty Pounds for every such Offence, to any Per
son who will sue for the same. 

And whereas the Multitude of Places of Entertain
ment for the lower Sort of People, is another great 
Cause of Thefts and Robberies, as they are thereby 
tempted to spend their small Substance in riotous 
Pleasures, and in Consequence are put on unlawful 
Methods of supplying their Wants, and renewing 

eir Pleasures: In order therefore to prevent the 
aid Temptation to Thefts and Robberies, and to 
cOnrect as far as may be the Habit of Idleness, which 
i* become too general over the whole Kingdom, and 
is productive of much Mischief and Inconvenience; 
be it enacted by the Authority aforesaid, That from 
and after tbe First Day of December, One thousand 
seven hundred and fifty two, any House, Room, 
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Garden, or other Place, kept for publick Dancing, 
Mustek, or other publick Entertainment of the 
like Kind, in the Cities of London and West
minster, or within Twenty Miles thereof, without 
a Licence had for that Purpose, from the last pre
ceding Michaelmas Quarter Sessions of the Peace, 
to be holden for the County, City, Riding, Liberty, 
or Division, in -which such House, Room, Garden, 
or other Place, is sttuatey'(who are hereby authorized 
and im powered to grant such Licences, as they in 
their Discretion sliall think proper) signified under 
the Hands and Seals of Four or more of the Justices 
there assembled, sliall be deemed a disorderly House 
or Place : And every such Licence shall be signed 
and sealed by the said Justices in open Court, and 
afterwards be publickly read by the Clerk of the? 
Peace, together with the Names of the Justices sub
scribing the fame; and no such Licence shall be 
granted at any adjourned Sessions ; nor shall any Fee 
or Reward be taken for any such Licence: And it 
sliall and may be lawful to and for any Constable, 
or other Person being thereunto authorized, by War
rant under the Hand and Seal of one or more of 
His Majesty's Justices of the Peace of the County, 
City, Riding, Division, or Liberty, Where such 
House or Place shall be situate, to entef such House 
or Place, and to seize every Person who ihall be 
found therein, in order that they may be dealt wkh 
according to Law: And every Person keeping such 
House, Room, Garden, or other Place, without 
such Licence as aforesaid, sliall forfeit the Sum ot^ 
One hundred Pounds to such Person as will sue for 
the same; and be otherwise punishable as* the Law 
directs in Cafes of disorderly Houses. 

Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted 
by the Authority aforesaid, That in Order to give* 
publick Notice what Places are licensed pursuant to 
this Act, there shall be affixed and kept up in some 
notorious Place over the Door or Entrance of evety 
such House, Room, Garden, or other Place, kept 
sor any of the said Purposes, and so licensed as afore
said, an Inscription in large Capital Letters, in the 
Words following; videlicet, L I C E N S E D PUR
S U A N T T O A C T OF P A R L I A M E N T 
OF T H E T W E N T Y F I F T H .OF K I N G 
G E O R G E T H E S E C O N D i and that no fuck 
House, Room, Garden, or other Place, kept fbr anV 
of the said Purposes, although licensed as aforesaid, 
sliall be open fbr any of the said Purposes, before 
the Hour of Five in the Afternoon ; and that the af
fixing and keeping up of such Inscription as afore
said, and the said Limitation or Restriction in Point 
of Time, sliall be inserted in, and made Conditions 
of, "every soch Licence; and in CaTe of any Breach 
of either of the said Conditions, such Licence malt 
be forfeited, and shall be revoked by the Justices of 
the Peace in their next General or Quartet Sessions 


